
of giving back, not only to the 
community, but ultimately 
to who created you. Th at’s a 
blessing and honor to fi nd ways 
to do that,” said Ray.

M4MM president Tyler 
Barrett puts a lot of work into 
making the organization 
run smoothly and 
effi  ciently. In his second 
year, he thinks back to 
when he fi rst joined.

“When I fi rst joined, 
I did it because my 
mom was making me, 
but now that I’m a part 
of it, it is the nicest 
thing ever,” said Barrett. 
“Seeing the kids’ faces 
light up when you give 
them something, a 
simple toy, like a ball, 
it’s just amazing.”

In 2008, the organization was 
fi rst founded by Nick Hebert, 
an FC junior at the time. For 
his Eagle Scout project, he had 
to fi nd a way to give to the 
community and soon started 
this group that continued to 
be run for years to come. 

Also in 
2 0 0 8 
was the 

housing crisis, a time where 
many people lost their homes or 
lived in poverty.

“Nick loved to run, and he 
had a big passion for serving 
people. He created a project 
where he could utilize his 

talents and his skills to bless 
the life of angel tree kids in our 
community,” said Teresa.

Even for board members, 
M4MM creates an infl uence and 
inspires students to continue 
helping their community.

“I think I love most about it is 
being with people that I like and 
being able to help others,” said 
sophomore Myla Tissandier, 
a board member of M4MM. 
“I think it’s made me more 
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“I think it’s made me more 
empathetic and more 
motivated to help people.

“
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All around the United States 
this month, families prepare for 
the holiday season. Whether 
it is Christmas, Hanukkah, or 
Kwanzaa, this time of year is 
for spending time with family 
and friends and being thankful 
for the people who care. For 
some families, this time of year 
means giving gifts to the people 
they care about, but not all can 
aff ord the expensive prices of the 
holiday season.

Local charitable  
organizations such as Miles for 
Merry Miracles, also referred 
to as M4MM, raise money and 
accept gift donations so that less 
fortunate kids can have presents 
for the holidays. 

“Miles for Merry Miracles 
is a youth-led, youth-serving 

nonprofi t based in southern 
Indiana that partners with 
the Salvation Army at 
Christmastime and other 
youth-serving organizations 
throughout the year,” said 
M4MM student mentor Teresa 
Hebert.

M4MM works with the 
Salvation Army to raise money 
for gifts for less fortunate 
families. “Angels” apply with 
the Salvation Army to be part of 
the Angel Tree and receive gifts 
from the program. 

“[Angels] come directly from 
Salvation Army, and we worked 
really hard and really close with 
them, so before they go on the 
mall trees, we get them, and 
we worked really hard to keep 
families together,” said Teresa. 
“So, if a family has applied for 
assistance, and they have four 
kids, we want to make sure 
those four kids get taken care of, 
the mom doesn’t have to worry 
about one kid getting left out.”

Ray Hebert, another M4MM 
student mentor and Teresa’s 
husband, considers 
his own talents as 
a person when 
giving back to 
the community.

“[It’s] a 
unique way 

empathetic and more motivated 
to help people.”

For Barrett, he has to juggle 
student life along with running 
a youth-led organization, which 
can be a diffi  cult task to manage.

“It is a lot of work. I’m 
constantly budgeting, 
planning the events, 
getting sponsors, 
[I’m] just very busy. 
My thing is, I want to 
take everything on, I 
don’t like to delegate, 
and that’s like the big 
challenge for me,” said 
Barrett.

Even though the 
organization was 
originally created for 
an assignment, the 
community enjoyed it 
so much that it became 

more than a project. It became 
a reason.

“I think it’s just important to 
get involved and do something,” 
said Nick, who still contributes 
to the organization he founded 
despite no longer living in the 
area. “We live quite a distance 
away, so it’s not always easy to 
get back over there, but it’s a fun 
event and I think it really does 
make a diff erence.”

M4MM values youth 

To view more photos from Miles for Merry Miracles, go to fchsbagpiper.wordpress.com.
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leadership along with serving 
the community’s needs. It also 
provides opportunities for teens 
to volunteer and learn about the 
environment around them.

“Th ere’s a lot of great value 
in the experience that you’re 
gaining here. Th is is a very 
unique way of serving,” said 
Ray. 

M4MM has encouraged 
students to get involved in 
their community and see how 
poverty aff ects certain families. 
Th e organization values youth 
above all, since they are the 
people that will pave the future.

“It’s really helped me become 
aware of the need that people 
have in life. Th ere’s a lot of 
underprivileged people and 
often times around here we 
don’t get to see that. It’s brought 
awareness,” said senior Ethan 
Jekel, a board member for 
M4MM.

Many volunteers join for a 
few hours because of a school 
requirement and then join as a 
board member. Th ese people see 
a need and act upon this need 
for their community.

“I got involved because of 
the seventh grade community 
service requirement, and then 
I realized that it was for a good 
cause and everything. Th ere was 
a point in doing it so I kept on 
doing it,” said freshman Nathan 
Jekel, a board member for 
M4MM.

For Nick, the people are 
the most interesting part of 
M4MM. He enjoys bringing 
happiness to children during the 
holidays.

“Th e best thing is, they get 
to experience Santa bringing 
the gift, which is the magic of 
Christmas. We don’t want to 
take that magic away from the 
parents’ excitement when their 
children wake up and Santa 

brought their kids gifts,” said 
Nick. “Nothing makes you 
happier as a parent than seeing 
your children be happy. I would 
imagine that the inverse is also 
true. Nothing would make you 
more sad as a parent than when 
your children are sad. Miles 
for Merry Miracles is there to 
make sure that no kid has a sad 
Christmas in our area.”

M4MM strives to make 
sure that every student feels the 
magic of the holidays.

“I think people should care 
about giving back in whatever 
way that’s passionate. For 

me, it was helping people 
at Christmastime. For other 
people, it would be about 
supporting causes of gender 
equality, or orientation equality. 
At the time, that was my passion 
and I think for me it’s made me 
feel passionate about providing 
for those in need,” said Nick. 
“I think everybody wants to 
wake up on Christmas and 
experience that same magical 
feeling that they experienced as 
a child, hoping that Santa brings 
them what they want or need. I 
hope that no child goes without 
experiencing that magic.”

One of the biggest ways a 
student can help is sponsoring 
an Angel. NHS sponsor Melissa 
Neal said that NHS members 
team up to sponsor Angels. 

“As a group of over 80 people, 
we sponsor as many Angels as we 
can. Some students sponsor an 
Angel individually; their family 
might help them with the funds. 
Some students choose to get in a 
group of about four people, and 
therefore it cuts the cost into 
something more manageable for 
high school students,” said Neal.

M4MM impacts kids and 
families during the holiday 

season. Nathan said the last 
event, the big Christmas dinner, 
is the coolest and makes the 
biggest impact on Angel Tree 
families. 

“We get to see all the Angel 
Tree kids, [who] are the kids 
that are receiving the gifts and 
getting the dinner because they 
are usually low-income families 
that usually don’t get a lot or 
usually don’t get anything for 
Christmas, they don’t have a 
meal or anything,” said Nathan. 
“It’s cool to see them have one 
of the best Christmases of their 
life.”
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NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY SENIORS MACIE STOCKTON, CLAIRE ELMORE, AND NATALIE HARTMAN pose for a photo at the Miles for Merry Miracles Run on 
Saturday, Nov. 23.
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