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Matchups bring sportsmanship
Rivalries. A fundamental 

building block for school 
spirit and pride. Whether it 
be the infamous Avon versus 
Carmel marching band feud 
or even the local FC versus 
New Albany feud, there are 
always rivalries.

Rivalries are defi ned in the 
dictionary as competition 
for the same objective or for 
superiority in the same fi eld. 
Th e Bagpiper staff  defi nes 
it as our teams’ times to 
shine.  

Although some people see 
rivalries as unhealthy and 
toxic, they are actually great 
for a majority of reasons. 

Glynda Alves writes in 
Th e Economic Times that 
these feuds streamline your 
system, bring a creative 

boost, and drive for 
improvement.

Even though there are a 
plethora of interviews and 
statistics to prove this, some 
people spend most of their 
careers thinking team feuds 
are bad.

In a Harvard Business 
Review, psychologist 
and diver Adam Grant 
states, “I think the simple 
misunderstanding is that 
your rival is your enemy 
[…] I think, you know, your 
biggest rival can actually 
be your greatest ally. And 
there’s value in approaching 
that relationship very 
diff erently than what I 
assumed instinctively.”

Most athletes and 
spectators also forget that 

imitation is the biggest 
compliment a team can get. 

Alves writes that imitation 
is fl attery, so when others 
copy a team’s plays they 
are after their success. Of 
course, when others are after 
someone’s success, they are 
going to strive harder to be 
the best of the best. 

Not only does 
competition promote 
healthy sportsmanship, 
but they also promote 
school spirit and a sense of 
community in students.

In the Daily American, 
Megan Law writes, 
“Rivalries between high 
schools have been around 
for years and continue to 
fuel the spirit of sporting 
events from football to 

basketball. School spirit 
is a great way to bring all 
of the students together in 
the same environment and 
cheer for the same cause.”

Overall, it is 
overwhelming obvious 
that these school rivalries 
promote healthy attitudes 
for student sections and 
athletes. 

Tonight at 7:30 p.m. 
our Highlanders face off  
against our long time-
rival New Albany. Do 
not forget to bring the 
poster in this issue of the 
Bagpiper [page 9 & 13] to 
the game.  Be sure to come 
out and support our boys’ 
basketball team and prove 
that we have the most 
school spirit.
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The purpose of the Bagpiper is to 
truthfully report the news and to 
engage the audience in online and 
print media. We strive to provide the 
meaning and signifi cance behind 
all news, making visual connections 
between events and the readers. 
Above all, we aim to uphold the ethical 
standards we see in the professional 
fi eld while serving all faculty , staff , 
students, and the community .

SOPHOMORE BRADY MOORE jumps to block a shot by the opponent on the Wagner team on Nov. 22. 


