
It is that time of year again. 

Juniors are going on college trips 

and deciding on their classes 

for senior year, and seniors are 

getting their college acceptance 

letters from wherever they have 

applied. It is an exciting change 

for a lot of people, but a sense of 

foreboding hangs over as well.

College debt is fast 

approaching.

For the majority of young 

Americans, college is something 

that is held up to us on a silver 

platter, promising experience 

and better jobs. But what we are 

not told until we are older is the 

sheer cost of schooling, and how 

long it will truly take to pay off . 

Th e average student debt in 

the United States is incredibly 

expensive, and sometimes even 

crippling to graduates fresh out 

of college. Th e average Indiana 

tuition was 17,393 dollars a year 

for in-state students during the 

2017-18 school year, and it only 

gets bigger with time. 

Tuition increases are a small 

percentage of increase in college 

tuition that happen every year, 

varying from college to college 

at a nationwide average of eight 

percent, according to FinAid 

Tuition Infl ation. 

 Th e rise in increases can be 

attributed to cuts of funding 

from the federal government, 

which means the schools must 

raise their pricing in order 

to support themselves. Th is 

contributes to the 1.5 trillion 

dollar student loan debt, which is 

the second highest ranking debt 

in the United States. With how 

important college is for moving 

forward in careers, making it 

harder to access is distressing for 

everyone involved. 

In addition to tuition, 

students also have to pay for 

textbooks, as well as room and 

board if they are staying on 

campus. Individual textbooks 

can cost over 200 dollars, 

and dorms are often several 

thousand. IU Bloomington 

has a housing expense of 6,808 

dollars for dorms and 3,450 

dollars for dining plans. Both of 

these expenses add an extensive 

amount of money to what 

students are already paying, 

and the combined debt causes 

many to ask whether attending 

a university is worth it. 

Although community 

colleges and branch campuses 

are intentionally less expensive 

for the same schooling to 

provide an equal opportunity, 

they can also be too much. Even 

at Indiana University Southeast, 

the cost of tuition, fees, and 

board is 19,945 dollars a year 

before fi nancial aid. When four 

years have passed, the total will 

be enough to fi nancially cripple 

plenty of students. 

College debt also takes 

longer to pay off  than people 

think. Most people assume 

it will take about six years to 

complete payments, according 

to the 2019 Cengage Student 

Opportunity Index, but the 

actual number is astronomically 

higher. In reality, it takes the 

majority of Americans 20 years 

or more to pay off  student debt 

and loans. Th at is a long time 

for schooling that provides the 

majority of job opportunities in 

the country. 

Th ere are many ways to get 

help to pay for college wherever 

people go, but students 

considering college must also 

be careful about who they trust. 

Some corporations meant to 

help with loans and payments 

can take advantage of young 

people’s trust in them to twist 

the student into impossible 

situations. Th e most notable 

example of this is Sallie Mae, 

a loan company that was sued 

for sending thousands of people 

into horrible circumstances 

when it came to paying off  their 

debt.

Politicians in the presidential 

campaign often speak of their 

plans to make college more 

aff ordable. One of the most 

notable is Bernie Sanders, who 

is known for supporting free 

college for everyone. While that 

would be amazing, it seems that 

free college is not the star to be 

shooting for. Aff ordable college 

is the goal, with debt that can 

be paid off  within the six years 

that people expect. High school 

students need to understand 

that this is our future, and we 

have to fi ght for the right to 

an education even after we are 

grown. 

College can be great in 

the ways of experience and 

opportunity, but it can also be 

riddled with a massive burden 

that people must carry for an 

extremely long time. Graduates 

should be able to receive their 

diploma with a smile and a 

sense of security, not with the 

debt they owe weighing on their 

tassels.
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College costs bring burden to graduation 
Into the 
Rainbow
Chloe Finn

To give your opinion on this matt er, go to @FCHSBagpiper on Twitt er.com or fchsbagpiper.wordpress.com.

senior
Olivia Holland

“I think there 
should be more 
opportunities 
for scholarships 
and grants 
that aren’t 
based around 
sports.

“

undund sophomore
Josh Tomlin

“State colleges... 
should be 
free but more 
prestigious 
colleges, like 
Harvard or Yale, 
you should pay 
for.

“

d pay d pay junior 
Cassidy Hubbs

“I think we 
should be more 
informed... on 
how to manage 
our fi nances, 
and I think that 
the cost should 
be cut down.

“

hould ould 
wn.wn.

sophomore
Alivia Goss

“I think it 
[the cost of 
a college 
education] 
should be 
based off  of 
your parents’ 
salary.

“

tsts  freshman
Eshal Chaudry

“We should 
lower the 
expenses to 
where it can 
benefi t every 
student that 
could be 
successful.

“

..

Do you feel that college costs are too high? What do you think should be done?


