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Local fans and students 
crowd into the gym and 
watch as the Highlanders run 
through pregame warm-ups 
in preparation for the exciting 
game against rival New Albany. 
Junior guard Jake Heidbreder 
attracts many eyes as fans hope 
to see yet another explosive 
night from him and the team. in 
the Highlanders’ biggest game 
of the season so far. 

“Th e expectations I have 
for this season is to continue 
getting better and grow as a 
team and hopefully have a good 
year and win a sectional,” said 
Heidbreider. 

After losing nine seniors last 
year, including Indiana All-Star 
Cobie Barnes, the team looks to 
new faces to fi ll the gaps.

“Th is year we’re a lot younger 
than last year. We only have 
three seniors and fi ve juniors 
this year,” said Heidbreder. “We 
have to get together and fi gure 
out the roles of everyone and 
work together as a team.”

Currently dealing with the 
loss of experience in this year’s 
team, the boys have focused on 
the “little things” to make up for 
the shortage of upperclassmen.

“Compared to last year, we 
have to be much better at the 
little things, like rebounding 
and hustle plays,” said senior 
forward Grant Gohmann. “We 
don’t have three 6 ‘8 guys down 
low, so everyone has to fi nd a guy 
and play physical underneath.”

With the young players 
stepping up to play on varsity, 
there have been the doubts 
that come with a young team. 
However, the boys use that to 
their advantage and as a motive 

to outwork previous teams.
“I would like to see our team 

compete and really show what 
we have. I think a lot of people 
think Floyd Central 
isn’t as good this year 
as we have been in the 
past,” said sophomore 
Cole Harritt.

Head coach 
Todd Sturgeon has 
shifted his focus 
to maintaining the 
winning culture 
even though this is a 
diff erent season than 
past years.

“We’ve had so 
many guys graduate 
in the past year that this is a 
completely diff erent team; we 
certainly want to keep our string 
of winning seasons going,” said 
Sturgeon.

Th e expectation has not 
changed for this squad. Th ey 
have set the bar high once again 
and have not buckled under 
to the pressure put on their 
shoulders for this year’s team.

“I’m expecting to have a 
really solid season. We’ve got 
a lot of good players that not 
many people have heard about, 
so we’re playing with a chip on 
our shoulder,” said Gohmann.

Harritt, a young player that 
has been given the opportunity 
to play more minutes, looks 
forward to seeing how this 
team will perform compared to 
previous squads.

“With nine seniors leaving, 
we now have three sophomores 
and a freshman playing varsity. 
Our team experience will be a 
little lower than last year but we 
have a lot of talent. I’m curious 
to see how we use our new guys.”

Th e Highlanders’ fi rst game 
of the season was at Christian 
Academy of Indiana, where the 
team won a close one 37-36. Th e 

team’s second game was played 
against Evansville Harrison, 
where they were earned an 
easy win, 67-47.  Th eir record 

improved to 3-0 when they beat 
Clarksville last Tuesday night, 
56-41.

In order to maintain this 
success, though, the team is 

making sure to focus on key 
elements that have potential to 
win games.

“We have to communicate 
and play good defense. 
Defense has been a 
staple of our program 
for the last few years and 
we must work together 
to keep that going,” said 
senior guard Ben Purvis.

Heidbreder also 
recognizes there are 
important factors for the 
team, but he sees some 
other areas that need to 
be focused on.

“Some key elements 
we will need to be 

successful is being vocal, 
limiting turnovers, and 
fi nding everyone’s role,” said 
Heidbreder.

Th ough there will be 

adjustments this year and more 
work on critical elements of the 
game, the Highlanders see a lot 
of promise in this team.

“Our team plays really hard, 
and that will really help us 
down the road,” said sophomore 
forward Brady Moore. 

Tonight, the Highlanders 
will face one of the biggest 
opponents they will see all 
season. Th ey are focused on 
outplaying the Bulldogs on the 
little things to come out on top.

“We have to come out with an 
edge and do all the little things 
right. If we limit turnovers then 
it should be a good night for 
us,” said Gohmann. 

Sturgeon said, “Th ere’s going 
to be a lot of excitement, but 
we’ve got to do our best to just 
make it another game. We need 
to play extremely well.”

HIGHLANDERS PREPARE 
FOR DOGFIGHT

JUNIOR JAKE HEIDBREDER puts up a layup to keep the Highlanders on top during the game against Castle on Friday, Dec. 6. The team faces New Albany tonight in hopes to improve to 5-0.

“We have to come out with 
an edge and do all the 
litt le things right. If we limit 
turnovers then it should be 
a good night for us.

“

Grant Gohmann
senior forward

Aft er a heartbreaking loss to New Albany last postseason, the boys are seeking revenge in tonight’s rivalry matchup

 Editor’s Note: All scores and records are as of the morning of Monday,  

Dec. 9. 

BOYS’ BASKETBALL
Last game- Win (66-62) vs. Castle

Next game- Friday vs. New Albany @ 7:30 p.m. 

GIRLS’ BASKETBALL
Last game- Loss (59-40) vs. Jeff ersonville

Next game- Tomorrow @ Bloomington North

WRESTLING
Last meet- 2-3 at Bluegrass Duels 

Next meet- Triacoff  Invitational Meet

BOYS’ SWIMMING & DIVING
Last meet- Win @ Jennings County
Next meet- Tomorrow vs. Madison

GIRLS’ SWIMMING & DIVING
Last match- Win @ Jennings County
Next match-Tomorrow vs. Madison

BOWLING 
Last game- Win @ local meet last Monday

Next game- Tonight at 4:30 p.m.

SCORECARD

2016-2017
    Floyd Central   42-65

2017-2018
    Floyd Central  

2018-2019
    Floyd Central   44-37  

Floyd Central - New Albany 
regular season rivalry history

New Albany

New Albany49-47

New Albany

Bring this page of The Bagpiper to tonight’s game and use the “Beat New Albany” sign on the back during the visiting team’s starting lineup. To follow 
live updates of the game, check out @Bagpiper_Sports on Twitt er.

2015-2016
57-60 New AlbanyFloyd Central
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