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Revised car rider procedures before and aft er school help clear long fl ow of traffi  c from Edwardsville-Galena Road
Cara Akin 
News Reporter

 

As the last bell rings, 
classroom doors swing open 
as students swarm into the 
hallways. Parents have been 
lined up outside for almost 
an hour waiting to pick up 
students. Earlier this school year, 
the car rider line was rerouted to 
help clear traffi  c off  of the road.

“Since the school moved 
the car rider line into the 
band practice fi eld, it creates 
an obstacle for us band kids 
walking or driving down to the 
parking lot,” said sophomore 
band member Levi Harrington. 
“By the time that most of us get 
down there the line is almost 
gone or nearly empty but the 
cones are still up. Usually right 
before practice starts, there are 
some workers that come and 
pick up the cones so we can 
practice.”

Not only is the car rider 
line an issue for marching band 
students, but also for other 
students who are being picked 
up by their parents.

“Th e new car rider line aff ects 
me because the bus doesn’t come 
to my house so my dad has to 
take me to school everyday and 
pick me up,” said freshman 
Kendyl Rumple. “Unlike most 
kids who get on the bus and 
go home, I have to wait a while 
before I can go home because 
of [how long] the car rider line 
[is].”

While the car rider line has 
not sped up drastically, the new 
afternoon procedure has created 
a safer environment for those 

who travel on Edwardsville 
Galena Road. 

“[Th e car rider line is] a 
lot like you would be at Kings 
Island. [It is] to keep everything 
moving instead of sitting in 
one place. So that’s the idea. It 
makes people feel like things are 
progressing and it makes things 
safer for the surrounding roads 
because in this facility, you really 
only have two roads in and two 
roads out,” said principal Rob 
Willman.

Although the new line has 
made it easier for student drivers 
to navigate in and out of the 
student parking lot.

“Even though it personally 
causes me time issues, getting 
to practice after school, it helps 
students get out of the parking 
lot faster at the same time,” said 
senior Spencer Robinson. 

While the car rider line has 
been rerouted, those in charge of 
directing the traffi  c always make 
sure that it does not interfere 
with after school practices. 

“Th e marching band hasn’t 
had to do too much adjusting 
to the afternoon car rider line. 
Th e line moves at a fair speed 
and does not take that long. Th e 
most adjusting we have to do as 
a band is just walk around or 
drive around the cones that are 
out there when we are ready to 
start practice,” said Harrington.

Since the car rider line has 
been revised, traffi  c on the road 
has become less of a problem.  
  “It’s been eff ective in what 
our goal was and that is to get 
people off  the road. It hasn’t 
sped the line up at all. And that’s 
probably the next problem we 
need to get after. And there are 
varying theories on that as to 

how we would get that going. 
Some people talked about 
adding another lane, some 
people have talked about hiring 
someone to go out there to get 
cars moving a little faster. Th at’s 
where we are. So one problem at 
a time,” said Willman. 

Even though big steps have 
been taken to make the car 
rider line more effi  cient in 
the morning and afternoon. 
Th e speed still proves to be an 
issue for those picking up and 
dropping off  their students. 

“Since the car rider line is 
so long and doesn’t move super 
fast, my dad and I have to leave 
the house a lot earlier than we 
should have to,” said Rumple

With the variety of routines 
students and parents have in 
the morning the time they get 
dropped off  each morning varies 
as well. Because the line moves 
slowly in the morning parents 
resort to dropping their students 
off  in the faculty area. 

“We have had issues 
with parents coming up and 
dropping off  in the faculty area 
and that becomes a problem so 
we try to shut that down a little 
bit to make everything fl ow 
better. Until we fi nd a better 
solutions it will continue to be 
a problem. At the moment this 
might be the best that we can 
do,” said Willman

Th is early revision in the 
process of the car rider line has 
made it easier for more obstacles 
to be tackled in the near future. 
Th e steps and solutions that 
have already been taken have 
created a safer environment for 
everybody in the area. Th e next 
obstacle to tackle is the speed of 
the line. 
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STUDENTS rush towards their rides on a chilly day.
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