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FC anticipates 2019 ‘decade of miracles’

SOPHOMORES ELLA DODDRIDGE AND BYRON CLARK laugh together while learning the dance at 
an FCDM meeting on Oct. 22.

Annalise Bassett
Features Editor

Dozens of students pour 
into the Floyd Central Dance 
Marathon [FCDM] room, 
prepared for their last meeting 
to discuss plans for tomorrow’s 

event. Th is year, things are 
diff erent. Not only is this FC’s 
10th Dance Marathon, but 
other schools’ students are also 
partnering with FC students 
to learn how to start their own 
Dance Marathon.

“For the fi rst time this year, 
we are inviting students from 
other schools. So we know that 

two of our neighboring schools, 
Silver Creek and New Albany, 
are not hosting their own Dance 
Marathon this year, so we’ve 
kind of partnered with them 
to get some of their students to 
attend our event also. We have 
some students from Lanesville 
that will also be here,” said 
FCDM teacher sponsor Katrina 

Uhl.
Uhl said 

partnering 
with other 
schools is a 
good idea, 
b e c au s e 

together, the community can do 
more.

“I think [combining with 
other schools] is a fantastic 
opportunity. I think that it’s 
really looking at community-
focused eff orts to do what’s best 
for kids who need it most, and 
not thinking about, ‘Oh, they’re 
Floyd Central,’ or, ‘Th ey’re 
New Albany,’ or you know, 
thinking about the animosity 
that we have between schools, 
but instead looking at all of the 
good things that we can do if 

we work together,” said 
Uhl.

Brianna Waggoner
Features Assistant Editor

FCDM 
is an 

organization 
that raises 

money for Riley 
Children’s Hospital. 

Th e big event is 
tomorrow and lasts from 

1-8 p.m. Contrary to popular 
belief, however, the actual 

dancing does not last this long.
“People kind of get confused 

sometimes and they think it’s 
like a dance. It’s really not, 
it’s like a big party, honestly,” 
said senior Abby Jamison, 
an entertainment committee 
executive. “We have main 
sessions and breakout sessions. 
Our main sessions are, we 
teach like the dance...and it’s 
a combination of a bunch of 
songs that fi t our theme, and 
just like a fun dance. Th en our 
breakout sessions are really the 
time where you get to have a 
lot of fun. Th ere’s infl atables, 
food...and then there’s upstairs. 

We take over the cheer room, 
the wrestling room, 

all that 
stuff .”

E a c h 
of the other 

committees are 
also important to 
making the event 
run smoothly.

“Riley Relations 
works on getting 

us Riley families 
to speak at our event. 

Th ey also take care of 
making the event nice for 

them [and] making them feel 
really welcome, and they hang 
out with them during the day. 
Th ey also set up the inspiration 
room. Decorations, that’s a 
pretty easy one. Th ey create all 
of the decorations that you see 
throughout the event,” said Uhl. 
“Morale [and] recruitment, they 
come up with the dance, and 
they help recruit people to come 
and join the event. Fundraising, 
pretty obvious, they keep 
track of all of the money that 
comes in, and they help create 
activities that are going to make 
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us money throughout the year. 
Hospitality gets us all the food 
for the day, and they take care 
of food at other events as well.”

Th roughout the year leading 
up to the event, FCDM hosts a 
lot of smaller events, fundraisers, 
and sales to promote the 
event and fundraise for Riley 
Children’s. Th is might include 
tailgate parties, fi fth quarter 
events, t-shirt sales, and selling 
food at games.

“Our fi rst two [charity 
events] that we have that Dance 
Marathon puts on [were] the 
tailgate and the fundraiser, and 
that was at our home football 
game. Th at one raised almost 10 
thousand or 
almost nine 
t h o u s a n d 
d o l l a r s 
alone, I 
b e l i e v e . 
We started 
p l a n n i n g 
that at the 
end of the 
school year 
last year…” 
said senior 
C l a i r e 
E l m o r e , 
a Riley 
Relations committee executive. 
“Th at’s all going to be a 
fundraiser for Dance Marathon, 
and then the last big one is the 
night of. Th e tailgate was a huge 
success, it was our largest. Th e 
silent auction was the best that 
we’ve ever had, it was amazing.”

Th is year is the fi rst year 
that FCDM has had the event 
in November. Past years’ events 
have been early in the second 
semester. According to Uhl, 
this move has been something 
they have been trying to do for 
a while.

“It was something that we 
had been pushing for quite a 

while. Th ere’s a couple of issues 
with having it in the spring. 
Weather is typically worse in 
Februrary [and] March than 
what it is in November,” said 
Uhl. “Th ere’s also a lot more 
activities going on in the school 
community in February, March, 
so we’re hoping that having it 
in November...opens up some 
calendars and allows more 
people to attend.”

Every event has a diff erent 
theme. Th is year’s theme is 
Decade of Miracles, celebrating 
FCDM’s 10th event. 

“So, this is our 10th year, so 
that’s why we [chose] a Decade 
of Miracles. Basically, we are 

combining all of our themes 
from the past nine years. Our 
decorations committee, which 
they transform [part] of the 
school for the night, each 
section of that part of the school 
is a diff erent theme from one 
of our past nine years,” said 
Jamison. “So, we’ve had Under 
the Sea, we’ve had Wild Wild 
West, we’ve had Space, we’ve 
had all these diff erent themes 
and we’re combining them, and 
then...the way we’re tying it all 
together is kind of like ‘happy 
birthday.’”

Many FCDM members say 
they joined “for the kids.” Th is 

has become their slogan and 
it is used to promote the 
cause their event supports.

“I joined FCDM for 
the kids. I was 
able to go 
to Riley 
Hospital 
f o r 
children, 
and I 
was able 
to really 
see the 
i m p a c t 
of what 
they do 
there, and 
it was really 
important to me 
to be able to join, 
to be able to give these 
kids hope, the families 
hope, and be able to put 
a smile on their face with 
the money we make,” 
said sophomore Ella 
Doddridge, a fundraising 
committee executive.

For Elmore, FCDM 
is important because it 
supports the kids at Riley 
Children’s, whose families 
may not be able to aff ord 
treatment or medication.

“Everything that we 
make is for the kids at Riley, 
and they’re so amazing, because 
Riley doesn’t turn a kid down. 
Because of the donations that 
they get, they’re able to accept 
all their patients. Th ey’re able 
to give them the most updated 
treatments, the most updated 
medications, because they have 
an [incredible] research lab,” 
said Elmore. “It’s really amazing 
the work that they’re doing 
there, and I believe in the work 
that they’re doing there, and it’s 
changing lives.”

Helping to make such a big 
impact can be awe-inspiring. 

For senior Autumn Worrall, 
FCDM executive for the dance 
committee, the impact FCDM 
makes is overwhelming.

“You get a good, satisfying 
feeling, especially [the] night of, 
when you hold up that total at 
the end. I’m not gonna lie, I’ve 
cried every year, because you 
just realize how big of an impact 
you’ve had in a short amount [of 
time],” said Worrall.

FCDM members encourage 
students to attend the big event 
tomorrow. Th e price at the door 
is 20 dollars, not including a 
shirt for another 20 dollars, 
and there will be food, games, 

dancing, and more.
“I just want [students] to 

know that Dance Marathon 
is an amazing cause, and it’s a 
super easy way to get involved. 
All you have to do is register 
and raise 40 dollars to be able to 
come to the event, and the 40 
dollars can be raised in any way 
possible,” said Doddridge. “You 
can ask your parents, friends, 
family, be able to donate to the 
cause, and it’s a great time. You 
get to dance, you get to eat, you 
get to have so much fun and at 
the same time, we get to put a 
smile on a kid’s face out there.”

Art by Sam Haney.
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Information on FCDM
What:  FCDM is a big party  with 
food, games, dancing, 
entertainment, and more. Money 
raised at FCDM goes to Riley 
Children’s Hospital in Indianapolis. 
50 percent of the money raised goes 
to a general fund that helps 
support programs like Child Life, and 
50 percent goes to pediatric cancer 
research. 

When:  Tomorrow from 1 p.m. to 8 
p.m.

Where:  Both FC Gyms

Prices:  A donation of at least 20 
dollars is required for admission, 
and a donation of at least 40 
dollars is required to get a t-shirt. FC 
students do not have to register 
ahead of time to enter.

Theme:  “Decade of Miracles”

“It was really important to 
me to be able to join, to be 
able to give these kids hope, 
the families hope, and put a 
smile on their face...

“
pp

Ella Doddridge
sophomore Source: FCDM teacher sponsor 

Katrina Uhl


