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Guys and Dolls cast debuts fall show tonight

Abby Chovan
Social Media Editor

As techs scramble around 
FC’S backstage theatre to set 
props in place, actress and 
senior Emily North roams the 
hallways and back rooms, tone 
serious as she straightens herself 
up. Her upright posture carries 
her as she practices summoning 
the attitude that comes with her 
harsh character. She shakes out 

her nerves and hums show tunes 
as she awaits the opening of the 
second mainstage show of the 
year, Guys and Dolls. 

Just a week before tonight’s 
Nov. 9 opening show, the 
theatre department fi nished 
up their fi rst mainstage show, 
Oliver. Both shows were placed 
back to back in the schedule, so 
all involved had to work quickly 
to prepare for one show to the 
next. Due to the chaos, Guys 

and Dolls has been preparing 
since early on in the school year. 
Costume and set designs began 
in September, and rehearsals 
began even earlier on.

 “We had auditions for Guys 
and Dolls pretty much as soon 
as we got back from summer 
break. Th e audition process 
took about a week and we 
pretty much just jumped into 
rehearsals right after that. Th is 
has been a diff erent process, 

though. We started a lot earlier, 
so we’ve been spreading things 
out a lot,” said junior Caroline 
Siegrist.

Th is extra time has been 
important to the cast, however, 
seeing as they are hoping to 
adjudicate the show for the 
International Th espian Festival, 
which will be hosted at Indiana 
University for the fi rst time this 
year. In the past, it has been 
held in Lincoln, Nebraska at 

Nebraska University and in 
Muncie, Indiana at Ball State 
University. FC has attended 
the festival and applied for 
adjudications at both locations 
in their history.

 Th e award of adjudication 
is only given to a few schools a 
year who are judged based on 
their overall performance and 
chosen to attend the festival. 
Professional judges will attend 
the second week of performances 

Theatre prepares show under the pressure of att endance at the International Thespian Festival late next summer

JUNIOR TRE GAINES AND SENIOR EMILY NORTH nail the end of the “Sit Down, You’re Rockin’ the Boat” number. The show opens tonight at 7:30 p.m.
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to assess Guys 
and Dolls and its 
prospective chance 
at attending the 
festival. If the show 
is adjudicated, 
it would be the 
department’s third 
in six years. Th e 
last show taken to 
the festival was the 
2017-18 season 
show, Newsies.

“Two years ago, 
my sophomore year, we did 
Newsies and that was a blast. 
I was an ensemble member 
in Newsies, [...] I can just 
remember my experiences there 
and getting up on the stage at 
the Lied Center in Nebraska in 
front of 2,000 kids screaming 
and applauding at all the hard 
work you’ve put in. It’s almost 
like the holy grail for the season, 
you know, if we go there. Like 
for a football player, it’s like 
winning the Super Bowl or 
the State title. Th at is like our 
championship,” said senior 
Nick Landrum.

With the hope of taking the 
show to the showcase, though, 
comes pressure as well. Siegrist 
mentioned specifi cally the 
diffi  culties that adjudicating not 
only a show, but a classic as well, 
can bring.

“Th e thing is, I don’t want to 
say it is easier to get adjudicated 
with a more modern show, but, 
people usually want to see those 
more modern shows they’ve 
never seen before going to the 
festival. Th e fact that we are 
doing a classic does put a bit 
more pressure on our shoulders. 
We are doing new things with 
the show and I think it is going 
to be amazing, but it does make 
it a little bit more diffi  cult,” said 
Siegrist.

In order to put a fresh 
spin on the classic show, 

the characterization the cast 
members are following goes 
down the route of realism. 

“Th e thing that makes 
classics so hard, I feel like, is that 
they kind of lack authenticity. 
Everything is very showy and 
trying to make bits out of 
everything. [..] what is going to 
make our production so unique 
is that [theatre director Robbie] 
Steiner has really been forcing 
making it authentic and I think 
our own unique production will 
come from making it authentic,” 
said Siegrist.

Th e realistic atmosphere 
from the show comes from the 
actors and their commitment to 
connecting themselves to their 
characters.

“Th is show is so unique 
because it is us [the cast]. Th ere a 
bits of us in all of our characters 
and you can really see that on 
the stage,” said North.

 FC’s take on the show will 
hopefully be enough to impress 
the judges who come to view the 
show. Adjudication night for the 
show is Nov. 16, so the actors 
have a week from the opening 
to fi nalize all characterization 
tweaks. On that night, the 
judges will come from around 
the world to watch the show 
with the audience and rank it 
among their list of schools. 

“Being in that situation of 
adjudication, it is the most 

exhilarating yet terrifying 
thing. You really have to 
put your all out there and 
just hope that they like it,” 
said North.

Although the 
department is striving for 
adjudication, that isn’t 
the top priority to them. 
Instead, they are focused 
on making the show the 
best that they can and 
supporting each other 
along the way. 

Landrum, who is the only 
senior among the four main 
leads, noted specifi cally about 
how in his opinion the best part 
of the show is his co-stars. He 
expressed extreme support for 
the three.

“Right now, if I were to 
say there was one thing to 
look out for in Guys and 
Dolls? I wouldn’t say it’s 
a costume. I wouldn’t 
say it’s a set piece or 
a number. I would 
say it’s three 
people to look 
out for. Caroline 
Siegrist, Grace 
Platt, and Haakan 
P a c k w o o d . 
[..] Th ey are 
incredible to 
work with and 
they all have been 
super professional 
the whole show. 
Haakan is a 
freshman, so 
there is that added 
pressure of being 
a freshman and 
getting ready for 
an International 
Festival, but he’s 
done phenomenal. 
It’s really fun to work 
with him and almost get to 
guide him along as well and 
help him with any questions he 
has. Th e same goes for Caroline 

and Grace,” said Landrum.
Overall, communication and 

support seems to be the key to 
the success of Guys and Dolls. 
Th is has allowed actors to focus 
less on stress, and more on the 
show.

Th is support from students 
and staff  has also been met 
with parents and community 
members who are excited for 
the return of the Th esFest to 
Indiana.

“Everyone around here 
is just so excited and I think 

even at the festival we had 
some people reaching out 
to us because everyone just 
wants to see people from their 
hometowns performing at the 
festival when it moves to IU. I 
think the fact that it is going to 
be in Indiana this year, we have 
a lot more support this year. I’m 
really pumped. And I think the 
stress is coming, but I think as 
long as things continue as they 
have been, it will be a lot easier 
of a process than it usually is,” 
said Siegrist.

“It’s almost like the holy 
grail for the season, you 
know, if we go there. Like 
for a football player, it’s like 
winning the Super Bowl [...].

“
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   Come see 
Guys and Dolls:

Performance Dates
Nov. 8,15,16,17 @ 7:30 p.m.

Nov. 10,17 @ 2 p.m.

Ticket Prices
Adult: $14-12

Student: $8-6

Senior Citizen: $12

Source: Theatre director Robbie Steiner
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