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Girls’ soccer adjusts for upcoming season
Aft er an impressive previous season, the team is working to include new players in hopes of maintaining success
Meg Edwards
Sports Reporter

Whistles ring through the 
air and cheering and screaming 
overcome the fi eld once again. 
Sounds of aggressive kicks and 
the teammates’ communication 
echo all around them to hype 
up the girls on the sidelines 
and fans in the crowd. Th e FC 
girls’ soccer team rallies for the 
upcoming season and prepares 
their best players to dominate 
the fi eld. 

“Last season I was on our 
JV team, at the beginning 
of the season we weren’t sure 
how our it would go because 
we lost 0-7 in our fi rst match 
against Evansville Mater Dei,” 
said junior Emily Polk, “but 
in the games after we were 
able to step it up and we came 
out of the season winning our 
conference and a total season 
record of 10-1-1.”

Girls’ soccer has been on 
the up-and-coming since the 
beginning of last year. Both 
JV and varsity teams have put 
in hours of hard work to get 
where they strive to be.

Both teams faced the 
triumphs and trials of joining 
a high school sport and some 
are still adjusting to the new 
fi eld. Freshmen have been 
dreaming of playing for their 
high school. However, it is a 
major transition from middle 
school to high school. 

Freshman Alyssa Ochsner 
said, “It’s very diff erent from 
middle school and club; middle 
school is not as intense as high 
school. Th e physicality and ball 
skills are very diff erent. Plus, 
in club soccer you only play 

with girls your age, but in high 
school you play with girls that 
are 1-4 years older than you.” 

FCGS is a system, a 
network that works together 
to create a team of competitive 
and effi  cient athletes. However, 
since they only play during the 
fall season, the team has to 
adjust after losing graduated 
students and adding the new 
freshmen to the fi eld.

“Th e adjustment from club 
to school was hard for me, my 
club team has been together 
for a few years and we have 
really meshed and can play 
together very well,” said Polk. 
“Transitioning from one team 
to another and fi guring out 
how to play and work well 
with my school team is diffi  cult 
after being so used to my club 
team.”

Although it’s diff erent from 
what they’re used to, team 
members have been playing 
the sport itself for most of their 
lives. Club teams and middle 
school ball get kids used to 
the sport, but high school is a 
whole new world. 

“It’s diff erent from middle 
school because in middle 
school the competition wasn’t 
very high and the coaches just 
kind of wanted you to kick 
the ball,” said sophomore Ella 
Lavigne. “Compared to club 
we diff er because in club you 
travel all the time with your 
team and your constantly 
around those girls while FCGS 
is only around in the fall.”

Although team members do 
not play year round, they still 
treat each other like family. 
Th eir sportsmanship and care 
for the girls on the team is not 

just seen on the fi eld. FCGS 
have a bond that cannot be 
broken. 

“Our team is a giant family 
of girls who support each other 
no matter what and they mean 
the absolute world to me,” 
said senior Olivia Hartz. “We 
all have known each other for 
years and everyone just seems 
to click together. High school 
soccer season is defi nitely my 
favorite time of the year.” 

Although the transition 
from middle school or club ball 
may be overwhelming, veterans 
really help to make girls feel 
included in their family. 

“I know it can be 
intimidating being an 
underclassmen but between 
rides, practices, the locker 
room, and team dinners, every 
grade gets intermingled with 
each other, which helps make 
the underclassmen feel more 
included and comfortable,” 
said Hartz.

Getting used to playing 
with fresh faces is something 
to get used to. Th ey all work 
hard to make up a strong team 
and every player needs to work 
together to achieve their goals 
for this season.

“One of my main goals has 
always been to make varsity as 
a freshman,”  said freshman 
Kendyl Rumple. “If I do make 
varsity, one of my goals is to be 
a starter because I will have to 
work really hard.”

Th e goals of each player 
may be diff erent coming into 
the season, but they all have 
one in common.

Hartz said, “Training 
and winning sectionals each 
season brings about this 
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SENIOR OLIVIA HARTZ gets ready to return a serve from a fellow 
teammate during practice on Wednesday, Aug. 14.


