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New band class jazzes up FC curriculum
Destiny Love
A&E Editor

A  fi ne-tuned mixture 
of brass, woodwinds, and 
percussion runs like a current 
throughout the band hallway. 
However, this is not a typical 
jazz band class. Th is is jazz lab.

“Jazz lab is more about 
learning the basics of jazz, rather 
than jazz band, where you pretty 
much hop straight into jazz. I 
was in jazz band last year as an 
eighth grader, but we didn’t go 
that deep into the history and 
core of jazz,” said freshman 
Connor Bassett. 

Th is is the fi rst year that 
students have the choice to be in 
jazz lab. Some of these students 
have no experience in jazz at all, 
but this new class teaches the 
students about the music they 
are playing.

“Everything in marching 

band and concert band is 
articulated diff erently. It is 
a diff erent dynamic. With 
marching and concert band, 
each piece has its own 
feeling, but with jazz you are 
completely yourself and the 
music is interpreted diff erently 
by everyone. You are kind of 
like your own director in a 
way because it is your own 
show,” said sophomore 
Cameron Baumgart. 

Not only is this a 
new class to the arts 
program, but it is the 
fi rst jazz class that 
involves instruments 
that are not typically 
in the jazz scene. All 
grades and performance 
abilities are encouraged 
to take this class.

“With all of our 
top tier programs, we 
have a younger class 
and an older class. I 
wanted to have a class 

where non-traditional jazz band 
instruments could learn how to 
play jazz,” said assistant band 
director Briston Hatchell.

Creating a brand new class 
comes with some challenges. 
Classes like band, orchestra, 
and choir have been going 
on since FC itself started, but 
performance based classes 
require a certain skill set from 

both the teacher and the 
students. 

“Th e hardest part is that it 
is brand new, so I had to create 
it from the ground up. Th at, 
plus mixing all of the diff erent 
instruments and trying to get 
everybody on the same page as 
fast as possible,” said Hatchell. 

Jazz lab is just another 
addition to Hatchell’s classes. 

However with this 
class, he had to create 
his own  curriculum. 

“Th ere is a lot more 
freedom and fl uidity. 
It’s not strict like 
normal band. Most 
classes are planned 
and structured and 
have evolved. Th is is 
more like Hatchell’s 
new project,” said 
Baumgart.  

 “I look forward to 
being able to advance 
[my improvisation] 
skills and being able 

to learn how to just develop 
more skills on my instrument 
[the trumpet],” said Bassett. 
For many, it is a step towards 
pursuing a musical career. 

“Jazz band is looked up 
to, but it is only for certain 
instruments. Because I am a 
fl ute player, I have not been 
given the opportunity to be 
in jazz band. As someone who 
wants to pursue music I fi nally 
have the opportunity to be a 
part of something that I have 
not been able to experience,” 
said Baumgart. 

 Jazz itself has impacted so 
many other genres and types of 
art. 

“Th is class gives people an 
opportunity of individuality and 
it helps them realize how music 
impacts people,” said Baumgart. 
“Jazz lab is a community for 
those who have a passion for 
music and for those who want 
to continue to perform in the 
future.”
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opportunity  of individuality  
and it helps them realize 
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people.
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ASSISTANT BAND DIRECTOR BRISTON HATCHELL conducts the jazz lab ensemble during the piece “Blue Train.” The lab class was added this year. 


