
“Hungry kids cannot learn.”
Th is quote by Diane Pratt-

Heavner of the School Nutrition 
Association (SNA) rings true to 
both the personal experiences 
of impoverished families and to 
decades worth of research.

Yet children still go to sleep 
hungry every day.

For millions of Americans, 
food is not always a given. Food 
stamps (otherwise known as 
SNAP: Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program) and free 
lunch programs have been 
some of the only ways to get 
by with what little they already 
have, yet new developments are 
threatening to take that away.

On June 23, the Trump 
Administration proposed a new 
rule to enforce stricter food 
stamp laws, removing benefi ts 
for an estimated 3.1 million 
Americans. Th is includes 
working class families, seniors, 
and people with disabilities. 
Additionally, 
it makes 
i t 

that much harder to 
apply for future people 
who need the assistance.

Th e proposed 
rule would save the 
government about 2.5 
billion dollars. Th ough 
this sounds like a 
substantial amount of 
money, in reality, current 
food stamps only cost 
1.8 percent of the federal 
budget. Th is means that 
the proposed rule would 
have a miniscule eff ect on 
the multi-trillion dollar 
federal spending budget, 
but would put more 
pressure on families who 
are unable to provide.

Th is change could 
only harm America. 

“In this case, the 
administration proposed 
changes to Congress 
and was rebuff ed. Some 
rejected the plan because 
it would hurt recipients of 
food aid and some because it 
would hurt food producers, 
but the end result was that the 
people’s representatives said 
‘no,’” said Martin Longman of 

Washington Monthly. “Th is 
new rule is designed to work 
around Congress. It has a 
deliberate purpose, which 
is to stop feeding 3.1 
million people.” 

Th e problem only 
grows from there. Th e 

USDA estimates that over 
500,000 kids would be cut 

from automatic eligibility 
for free school lunches, 
which is currently put into 

eff ect when a family is a part 
of the SNAP program. While 

parents can still apply for free 
lunches, it has not been made 
clear what the agency will do to 
alert the parents when they lose 
their benefi ts. 

Th e New Food Economy 
recently published an article 
about a family who experienced 
this exact problem. It explains 
how mother Candrice Jones 
was accepted into the free lunch 
program for her son Kyrie under 
the false notion that he would 
be supported for multiple years.

However, over a year later, 
it was discovered that the 
application had been processed 
incorrectly. Kyrie’s application 
had only been valid for a month, 
and had since racked up nearly 
one thousand dollars in debt.

Candrice had been 

completely unaware of this 
issue, and it was only when a 
teacher unintentionally noticed 
his lunch account balance that 
she was aware of the issue. 

“It’s almost one thousand 
dollars,” said Candrice. “I don’t 
even have it.”

Th e issue has since been 
fi xed with a second application, 
but the debt still stands. Kyrie 
has been banned from all 
school events— not allowed 
homecoming and not expecting 
prom.

On Aug. 13, the SNA 
reported, “Of the school districts 
with unpaid student meal debt, 
40.2 percent said the number 
of students without adequate 
funds increased last school year.”

Congressman Robert Scott 

stated that the rule violates 
federal law by not studying 
the impact and releasing 
the results. It must be made 
public so stakeholders have 
the opportunity to comment 
on all aspects, but the Trump 
administration has illegally 
failed to do so.

Th is is a current issue that is 
harming people today. But these 
facts have been ignored by the 
Trump administration.

Is it ethical to let children go 
hungry for seven hours a day, 
only to return to a meager meal 
at home? Is saving two percent 
of the government budget 
worth the suff ering of millions 
of American families?

Kids are our future. Do not 
make them starve.
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   total: 1,815
   receiving free lunch: ≈ 235
 receiving reduced lunch: ≈ 80
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To read a step-by-step guide on how to apply for free/reduced lunches and food stamps, go to fchsbagpiper.wordpress.com. 

   New Albany High School
   total: 1,833
   receiving free lunch: ≈800
   receiving reduced lunch: ≈190

Total students reliant on lunch programs

  Floyd Central High School
  total: 1,815
  receiving free lunch: ≈235 
  receiving reduced lunch: ≈80

North Harrison High School
total: 685
receiving free lunch: ≈160
receiving reduced lunch: ≈190

Silver Creek High School
total: 881
receiving free lunch: ≈180 
receiving reduced lunch: ≈55

Jeff ersonville High School
total: 2,035
receiving free lunch: ≈900 
receiving reduced lunch: 
≈155

Source: Indiana Department of Education
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