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Boys’ tennis aiming to continue success

SOPHOMORE COLIN JACOBI gets ready to return a serve from a fellow teammate during practice on Wednesday, Aug. 14.
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Coming off  another 
successful season last year with 
a fourth-place fi nish in state, the 
Highlanders look to continue 
their success this fall.

“Our expectation is to go to 
state again this year and fi nish 
top three,” said junior Jordan 
Wilson.

Holding themselves to 
high standards is seemingly 
contagious throughout the 
team. Every player as well as 
coaches expect nothing less than 
a deep run into the postseason.

“Our expectations are to win 
as many matches as possible and 

make it to the state fi nals,” said 
junior Gabe Cora.

Head coach Robert Kleeman 
is enthusiastic for the upcoming 
season and hopes to make a 
deep run in postseason play.

“My expectations are for 
us to compete for a sectional, 
regional, and semi-state, and 
see what we can do in the state 
fi nals. Th is team is a bit stronger 
than the team that fi nished 
fourth in the state last year.”

Senior leaders play an 
integral part in building a team 
bond and forming a winning 
mentality. Th e integral part 
the seniors must play as role 
models sets a positive example 
for underclassmen to grow and 

continue the winning mindset 
of the tennis team. 

“I expect to make it far this 
season. Last year we made it to 
the state fi nals, and this year 
we are starting the season off  
as fourth in the state, so it’ll be 
interesting to see how far we can 
make it,” said senior Alex Poe.

Experienced players are 
also prioritizing a focus on 
helping the incoming freshmen 
acclimate to the rigorous work 
of high school athletics.

“We got a lot of new guys this 
year so we are looking forward to 
see what they have to off er,” said 
Wilson. “I will act as a leader by 
helping out the younger guys 
with their nervousness.”

Th e Highlanders are eager to 
play the top teams in the state 
and hope to make another long 
run into the postseason.

“I’m looking forward to 
playing the tougher competition 
teams like Carmel and North 
Central,” said Th ompson.

Kleeman said this team 
could do great things this 
season, but he knows there will 
be challenges along the way.  
He knows there will be certain 
elements the team will have to 
focus on in order to succeed.

“Th e most critical element to 
our success is for players to put 
aside their personal aspirations 
and buy into the team concept. 
We have a lot of players that 

play tournaments year-round, 
but during these three months 
we have to be a strong unit,” 
said Kleeman.

Poe wants to fi nish off  his 
high school tennis career with 
something to remember. He 
is holding his team to high 
standards in hopes of continuing 
their impressive season records.

Th e Highlanders think they 
can do something that they have 
never done before: win a boys’ 
tennis state championship.

“We haven’t had a team this 
good and with this much depth 
in a long time,” said Poe. “If 
we realize our potential, we can 
push deep into the postseason, 
maybe even win it all.”

To view this month’s Athlete of the Week videos, go to fchsbagpiper.wordpress.com.


