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When the players take the 
fi eld all minds are blank. Th e 
crowd is going wild as junior 
Max Meyer goes up to the 
pitching mound to throw his 
fi rst strike of the game. Th e fans 
sit in the metal bleachers and 
hold their breath as they wait for 
the game to kickoff . He takes a 
deep breath as he winds his arm 
back to fi re in a curve ball.

“I don’t really think about 
how I feel. I just throw. I don’t 
think about anything at all,” said 
Meyer. “My favorite part about 
the season is sectionals because 
there is more competition, and 
that is when the team dials in 
and tries harder.”  

Th e Highlanders are well into 
their season and they are sitting 
at about fi ve hundred. Th e state 
tournament is approaching and 
they have some high hopes. 
Th ey are feeling fairly confi dent 
and are ready to take on some 
fi erce competition.

“We’ve done well. We are 
10-9 going into conference, and 
I think we have a pretty good 
shot at winning sectionals,” said 
senior Adam Spalding. “We 
have to do that fi rst and then we 
will focus on the rest after that.”

Th e seniors play a big role 
in this year’s baseball lineup. 
Next year the team will have to 
work with having lost seniors. 
Th e freshmen will no longer be 
the youngest, the sophomores 
will turn into juniors, and the 
juniors will become the leaders 
as seniors. As they become more 
driven and experienced as the 

competition gets tougher. Th e 
game gets faster, so the players 
must speed up as well. 

“We have 10 seniors this 
year and that’s a lot so there’s 
like nine other guys to control 
and the seniors are the main 
leaders,” said junior Joel Archer. 
“I play fi rst base like my friend 
but next year he won’t be there 
so I’ll have to take over and 
hopefully fi ll the position.”

As the seniors are leaving 
they are having to prepare the 
freshmen, sophomores, and 
juniors to step up and take 
leadership roles next year. Th e 
younger players are the future of 
the program, so they are getting 
their fi rst taste of excellence. 
Great athletes need a great 
mentor to guide them. 

“Th e seniors lead the team by 
example. Th ey do their best on 
the fi eld and off  the fi eld, and I 
think it rubs off  on the younger 
kids,” said sophomore Caleb 
Slaughter. “I think the best way 
to lead by example is to play to 
the best of your ability all the 
time. Th at might mean working 
hard even if it doesn’t work out 
exactly how you want it to. It’s 
all about keeping your head 
high and staying positive.”

Th e juniors are ready for 
the challenge of taking on the 
seniors rolls next year. With 
many seniors leaving and few 
juniors coming up, they have 
big shoes to fi ll.  

“I think our juniors this year 
have a ton of ability and that 
next year we’ll be in a really good 
spot. I’m hoping that everyone 
will be able to live up to the 
expectations that the seniors 
have set,” said freshman Brady 

Harvey. “I really 
enjoyed my fi rst 
year and I’m 
looking forward 
to seeing how 
we improve over 
time.”

As the season 
has fl own by the 
team has put 
together a book 
of memories.  
One of the most 
m e m o r a b l e 
m o m e n t s 
during the 
season would 
be their away 
tournament in 
O w e n s b o r o . 
One hour and 
41 minutes 
away, the boys 
took a trip 
to face some 
of the more 
c o m p e t i t i v e 
teams in 
Kentucky.

“My favorite 
memory from 
the season is 
driving up to 
O w e n s b o r o . 
We played two 
games and won both so that 
really helped our momentum 
in the season,” said senior Rex 
Robinson. “A victory of any kind 
is exciting but that weekend was 
defi nitely a special one.”

Team chemistry has a big 
part in any sport. It is important 
for a team to gel together so they 
can have the most successful 
season. If each of the gears don’t 
click with one another, then 
the machine does not operate 

smoothly.
“Playing a sport is diff erent 

from school clubs because you 
are on a team. In one season you 
only get one opportunity to play 
with that exact group of people,” 
said junior Robert Howe. “I like 
to the team a lot and I think we 
play well together.”

To become phenomenal 
it takes time, dedication, and 
hours of practice. Th e baseball 
team does what any other team 
would do and they work hard 

in the off  season to prepare for 
the challenges that come during 
the season. Weightlifting and 
conditioning are two aspects 
that help athletes train. 

“We’ve had workouts since 
last October so it’s cool to see 
our hard work pay off  at the end 
of the season,” said sophomore 
Casey Sorg. “Th ere were times 
when it was hard but from the 
start we went through all the 
long practices to push ourselves 
to become better players.”
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Baseball team aims for postseason success
With 10 seniors fi lling up this year’s roster, the boys are working to exceed expectations as they enter sectionals

Kate Zuverink/The Bagpiper

JUNIOR MAX MEYER throws a pitch at the Heritage Hills home baseball game on Monday, 
May 13.
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 Editor’s Note: All scores and records are as of the morning of Tuesday, 

May 21. 

BASEBALL 
Last game- Loss (8-1) @ Bloomington North
Next game- Tomorrow vs. Seymour @ 8 p.m. 

SOFTBALL
Last game- Win (10-0) vs. New Albany

Next game- Tonight vs. Seymour @ 5:30 p.m.

BOYS’ TRACK & FIELD
Last meet- Sectional Championship @ Corydon
Next meet- Regionals on Th ursday @ Evansville

GIRLS’ TRACK AND FIELD
Last meet- Sectional Championship @ FC
Next meet- Regionals tonight @ Evansville

BOYS’ GOLF
Last match- HHC Conference Finals @ Sunrise Golf Course
Next match-Tonight vs. North Harrison @ Valley View Golf 

Course

UNIFIED TRACK & FIELD
Final meet- Sectional Championship @ Borden High School 

Th e practices, conditionings, 
workouts, scrimmages, and 
drills all lead up to one day: 
game day. Th at is when the 
players show all the parents, 
fans, trainers, and coaches what 
they are made of. All the hours 
of aching muscles and sore lungs 
come down to the games.

“My favorite part of the 
season is game day, nothing 
beats it. Th ere is a chance to 
prove yourself every time you 
walk out onto the fi eld and you 
have to take advantage of each 
opportunity,” said sophomore 
Tristan Polk. “I’m looking 
forward to next year with how 
much talent we will have and 
I think I will bring a lot of 
energy.”

With having a lot of seniors 
on the team, comes a lot of 
responsibilities for the next 
year juniors, and the next year 
seniors. Th e baseball team is 
losing 10 seniors this year, so 
coming back next year will have 
to bring a lot of hard work from 
everyone. 

“We try to pick everyone 
up when something goes bad, 

and we try to encourage them 
the best we can,” said senior 
Hunter Hoke. “Th is season our 
team has more heart and we care 
more about the game. We are 
playing for each other and not 
for ourselves.”

Th e state tournament is 
coming up just around the 
corner. None of the players are 
thinking about anything other 
than stepping out on the fi eld, 
ready to win sectionals. From 
their comes regionals, semi-
state, and state, everything 
else is just a bonus for the 
players. 

“I think we have 
a really good 
chance at 
w i n n i n g 

sectionals. I’m not even looking 
past sectionals right now 
because you have to get 
past one challenge 
before you can start 
the next,” said 
senior Blake 
Barrett. “Th e 
s e n i o r s 
have to 
l ead 

everyone into sectionals. We 
try to keep practice going 

smoothly and keep 
everyone’s heads up. If a 

kid comes and throws 
a helmet or a bat we 

get on them and 
we try to keep 

e v e r y o n e 

sportsmanlike and on the right 
path.”

Beating a rival is a big goal 
for a team, but beating a highly-
ranked team is an even bigger 
goal to achieve, and the team 
did it. Twice. It is rewarding to 
have worked for a goal and then 
achieve it.

“I play baseball to be around 
the guys. I like to hang out with 
them in school and out and just 
being around their diff erent 
personalities,” said senior Kellen 
Northam. “We were able to 

knock off  some top ranked 
teams, and we beat the 

number three ranked 
team twice, and I’m 

proud that we 
accomplished 

those goals.” 

SCORECARD


