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As the seventh-period bell 
rings, classrooms all throughout 
FC settle into place. In Melissa 
Neal’s class, senior Haley Sieg 
sets her bag down and listens 
as principal Rob Willman 
comes over the P.A. system to 
announce senior colleges and 
scholarships. A smile spreads 
across her face as her plans to 
attend Miami University of 
Ohio are announced, as well 
as her majors in Th eatre and 
Biochemistry/Pre-Med.

Sieg has received scholarships 
from Miami which are going to 
allow her the chance to expand 
her theatre experiences into 
college. Some people might 

think her majors are an odd 
combination, but Sieg is proud 
to be pursuing her passions.

“Th e desire to go into 
medicine has been with me 
ever since I was in the fi fth 
grade, I really fell in love with 
medical sciences. But then the 
arts degree came from just my 
love of theatre. So I’ve always 
loved doing theatre, it’s my 
passion in life [...] I want to do a 
double major, so I’m getting my 
degree, I’m getting that further 
education in theatre, but my 
career is going to be medicine. 
So I have theatre in my life, but 
it’s never stressful,” said Sieg.

Senior Josh Wavle is also 
continuing art into college 
on scholarships. He plans on 
attending the Jacobs School of 
Music at Indiana University, and 
has received two performance 

scholarships from the faculty 
there based on his percussion 
audition. Scholarships that 
he has received are a source of 
encouragement for him as he 
studies to teach music at a high 
school, which has been a dream 
of his for a long time.

“Back in middle school, 
when I was Mr. Th omas’s [the 
Highland Hills band director] 
TA, he let me conduct a few 
times. And it provided a 
diff erent perspective — going 
up in front of class, in front of 
my peers, and letting this big 
sound wash over me. Something 
changed. Music became more 
[...] it became something that I 
really enjoy doing. Th e chance 
to make a career out of it, and 
provide that same joy I got 
out of it to future generations, 
I couldn’t think of anything 

better,” said Wavle.  
Wavle’s dedication and early 

passion for music inspired 
him to continue into a music 
education career. But some 
people have not seen his dreams 
the way he does — they just see 
his future in a low-paying job.

“Th ere’s a few people that 
criticize my choice, because 
it’s a fi eld that’s not going 
to make money. Like, this is 
true, that’s how things are. But 
almost everybody else has been 
nothing but supportive. And 
the argument for money is a 
non-factor,” said Wavle.

Wavle said that his number 
one goal in studying music 
education is to just keep 
playing. Senior Gehrid Hensley, 
also attending the Jacobs School 
of Music, has a very similar goal. 
He said that people studying 

music generally either become 
educators or performers. He is 
following the second path: he is 
a performance major, pursuing a 
Bachelor of Science in Clarinet. 

“My number one goal is 
just to--this sounds cheesy, 
but to become one with my 
instrument,” said Hensley. “You 
see videos of people just fl ying 
across their horns, and making 
it look like they don’t even have 
to think to play at such a high 
level. And that’s kind of where 
I want to be. It’s just fun to not 
have to fi ght a barrier between 
you and the instrument you’re 
playing.”

Just like Wavle, Hensley has 
known for a long time that he 
would wind up in music. People 
have encouraged him to steer 
away from it, but he has always 
known that it is right for him.

SENIOR HALEY SIEG practices her monologue “I’m Going Deaf” on Friday, May 17 that she will perform in future showcases. This monologue is the same one she used for college auditions. 
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“Most people, which I’m very 
thankful for this, try to turn you 
away from a music major, even 
musicians. [FC band director] 
Mr. Yankey himself said if 
you’re ever questioning going 
into music, don’t go into music. 
And it almost just solidifi ed 
me wanting to go into music, 
because since eighth grade, I 
have not looked back once,” said 
Hensley. 

Other students may not be 
majoring in the art they love, but 
they are still going to stay active 
in their passions in college. 
Senior Joelie Hedgespeth, for 
instance, is going to Loyola 
University in Chicago in order 
to major in biology as part of 
their pre-med track, and plans 
to minor in dance and Spanish.

“I’ve just always clicked with 
science, like I’ve just always 
been a natural at it, I always get 
really good grades in it and it 
just kind of comes easy to me. 
Dance, I’ve been dancing since 
I was 18 months old, so I don’t 
want to just give it up, I want 
to continue it further,” said 
Hedgespeth. 

Th ough she does not want 
to give up dance, Hedgespeth 
believes that pre-med will be 
able to get her farther after 
college than dance would, 
which is why she made dance 
her minor. Senior Michaela 
Sims similarly plans to stay 

involved with her artistic 
passion, ceramics, as she goes to 
the University of Cincinnati to 
study architecture. 

“It’s just a stress reliever for 
me, especially with college as 
stressful as it’s going to be. I 
can get my hands in clay and if 
I make a mistake, I can 
easily fi x it. So it’s kind 
of like that repetitive, in 
my mind, no matter what 
happens it’ll be okay, just 
keep going,” said Sims.

When she was looking 
at colleges, Cincinnati 
stood out to her based on 
how well it prepares its 
architects through global 
co-op opportunities.

Seniors all had to 
make sure the college 
they chose off ered the 
educational opportunities 
they wanted. Sieg was pleasantly 
surprised to discover Miami. 
She said they are a good school 
all around, with a strong 
science department and theatre 
program. Th e deciding factor, 
besides its aff ordability, is that 
the school is designed to make 
double majors easy.

Senior Noah Hankins had a 
diffi  cult decision to make, due 
to the fact that he was accepted 
into 15 of the 18 schools he 
auditioned for. He ultimately 
decided to attend Ball State 
University and pursue a 

Bachelor of Fine Arts in Musical 
Th eatre.

“Pretty much why I chose 
Ball State was the people there 
were so welcoming, and it 
would give me the opportunity 
to have the college life and not 
be 100 percent invested in the 

theatre program,” said Hankins.
For some students, the 

location of the college is just 
as important as the academic 
experience or the campus life. 
Hedgespeth knew from the 
beginning that she wanted to go 
far away, and that is how she is 
winding up in Chicago. 

“I chose this college because I 
wanted to go far away to kind of 
expand my horizons, and meet 
new people. Personally, I wanted 
to get away from the mindset of 
Indiana,” said Hedgespeth.

Hensley and Wavle both 

acknowledged that they lucked 
out with the world-class music 
education of Jacobs being just 
two hours away.

“Jacobs has an incredible 
reputation. Knowing that I 
can go to Jacobs and get an 
education from world-renowned 

professors without 
having to feel like I’m 
sacrifi cing anything, 
or missing out-- it 
felt really safe,” said 
Hensley.

Th ough they have 
not yet graduated 
high school, each 
senior has thought 
about where they will 
wind up after they 
graduate college and 
where their degrees 
will take them. Some 
hope to enter straight 

into their profession. Hensley 
plans to move to a bigger city to 
audition for as many ensembles 
as possible, hoping his Jacobs 
education will get him far in a 
diffi  cult industry.

For some, what comes 
after college is more school. 
Hedgespeth and Sieg will 
both attend medical school. 
Hedgespeth plans to obtain her 
PhD and become a pediatrician. 
Sieg plans to go straight into 
medical school, as well as 
study Spanish and American 
Sign Language to become her 

own medical interpreter. Sieg 
recognizes that her plans are 
ambitious, but she knows what 
she is getting herself into.

“I’m crazy. I would not 
recommend following any of 
my life choices. I would just 
recommend don’t let other 
people and their reactions slow 
you down. Because I’ve had a 
lot of people tell me, ‘are you 
sure you can do that, you’re not 
going to have time.’ And like, 
pff ft. Yeah, I’m going to have 
time, I’m going to make time.”

Each of these seniors has 
been faced with criticism of 
their plans. Sims has been told 
that architecture is a man’s fi eld 
in which women have no place. 
Hensley has heard that music 
education sucks the love of 
music out of musicians. All of 
these artists have been warned 
that it is very diffi  cult to make 
it in the world as an artist. Yet 
none of them back down. All of 
them keep their head up high 
and choose to pursue what they 
love, knowing they will be able 
to make it work.

“I think especially in this 
generation, if you have a dream 
why not go and chase it, and 
do it, see what happens?” said 
Hankins. “And if you have to 
fall back on a second option 
then do that, but while I have 
the opportunity to take a chance 
I’m going to take it.”

To view a map of where FC students are att ending college, go to fchsbagpiper.wordpress.com.

Do you have any advice for students as they enter the college search?
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“The chance to make a career 
out of it and provide that 
same joy I got out of it to 
future generations, I couldn’t 
think of anything bett er.

“

er.r.
Josh Wavle 
senior

senior
Connor
Nevitt

“Don’t rule out 
any colleges 
until you’ve 
fully spoken 
with them; give 
the college 
a chance to 
impress you. 

“

o o 
u. u. 

senior
Gehrid
Hensley

“ I think that if 
you’re looking 
to go into the 
arts, great, 
but be ready 
to sacrifi ce 
everything to 
do it.

“

to tosenior
Michaela
Sims

“...get your ACT, 
your SATs done, 
and then start 
searching for 
the college for 
you as soon as 
possible.

“

senior
Joelie
Hedgespeth

“Always have a 
backup plan. 
Because I 
applied to 15 
schools, and 
I got rejected 
from 10 of 
them. 

“

senior
Kirsten
Gude

“Be honest 
with yourself 
about what 
you want to 
do. Don’t try to 
do something 
to impress 
someone else.

“

else.else.


