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Assorted clubs connect diff erent cultures
Annalise Bassett 
Assistant Features Editor

A swarm of students sprint 
towards the line of dodgeballs 
that separate them from their 
opposing team. Th ey each grab 
a ball and run back to set their 
aim at their chosen target and 
offi  cially begin the next segment 
of the International Picnic. 

FC has several club 
opportunities for students. 
Some of the newly introduced 
clubs have sparked new ideas 
from students in all grade levels 
and have allowed them to play 
a bigger role in their school 
community. 

Th ese clubs include Multi-
Culti Club, Gender-Sexuality 
Alliance (GSA), and Diversity 
Club. Multi-Culti brings 
students together from all 
language classes, GSA brings 
students of all sexualities and 
gender identities together, 
and Diversity Club brings 
students of all backgrounds and 
ethnicities together.

According to Latin teacher 
Lesley Austin, Multi-Culti 
unites students from all 
languageand allows them to 
experience all the diff erent 
cultures.

“I think it allows them to 
see [the diff erent customs and 
cultures] and hopefully draws 
them to take another language,” 
said Austin.

Multi-Culti meetings are 
not really meetings at all; in 
fact, they are big celebrations 
for diff erent events of German, 
French, Latin, and Spanish 
cultures.

“Th e offi  cers, we call them 
‘ambassadors,’ from all the 

countries or all the cultures, 
they meet regularly to plan 
the events and execute them,” 
said French teacher Shannon 
Dunlap. “Really, [the club is] 
just a series of events, so we 
don’t have meetings, but we 
have an event honoring each 
culture. For example, we did 
Oktoberfest with Germany and 
Valentine’s Day with Paris, and 
Latin and Spanish celebrated 
around their holidays. We 
have that, and then the 
culminating activity 
is the picnic at the 
end of the year, 
just to have 
fun.”

A s 
M u l t i -
Culti was 
s t a r t e d 
this year, 
the club 
is still 
growing. 
According 
to German 
teacher Noel 
McRae, Multi-
Culti was fi rst 
planned because teachers 
wanted to connect the languages 
together.

“Th is is our fi rst year doing it, 
[but] we started many years ago 
with the international picnic. 
Th en, we were looking at ways 
to develop that a little further...
so we thought ‘what could we 
do to spread that throughout 
the year?’ It’s something that we 
want to build upon every year, 
and I think, for the fi rst year, 
we’re off  to a really good start,” 
said McRae.

Besides Multi-Culti, other 
clubs help bring students 
together as well. GSA brings 

FRESHMAN OWEN OFFUTT PARTNERS WITH JUNIOR CADE RUCKMAN as they practice for the upcoming three 
legged race in hopes of winning at the International Picnic on April 30.
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students together based on 
sexual orientation and gender 
identity as well as inviting 
straight allies to come to 
meetings, too. 

“Something that’s cool about 
GSA—it’s Gender-Sexuality 
Alliance, that’s what it stands 
for—it’s a way to bring together 
our students who are in the 
queer community, but also 
straight allies...It brings students 
together where they have a sense 
of community, where otherwise, 
this is a group of individuals 
that are sometimes marginalized 

or kind of pushed to the side, 
like [people] don’t want 

to acknowledge 
their presence 

in a school 
community,” 
s a i d 
S p a n i s h 
t e a c h e r 
L i l l i a n 
Conway, 
w h o 
sponsor s 
M u l t i -

Culti, GSA, 
and Diversity 

Club. GSA 
m e e t i n g s 

typically include 
review from last 

meeting, presentations on 
queer icons, coloring signs for 
meetings, and more.

“We take attendance and 
run down any business that 
needs taken care of for the 
maintenance of the club. We try 
to have themes for each meeting 
that show the positive strides the 
LGBT community has made in 
mainstream America….” said 
science teacher Amy Shaff er, 
who sponsors GSA. “Each 
meeting usually ends with a 
current events presentation 
about positive international 

happenings that aff ect the 
LGBT community. [Principal 
Rob] Willman checks in a few 
times a year to talk to our club 
about how they feel the climate 
of the school is toward LGBT 
students. It’s pretty a laid back, 
hopefully welcoming, and 
positive experience.”

GSA allows students who 
might not have a place to talk 
about who they are to connect 
with others and have that 
opportunity. 

“Mrs. Conway and I set out 
to create a space that sends a 
defi nitive message that no one is 
alone. Our number one goal is 
to provide a space for students, 
particularly LGBT students, 
to feel welcome and valued,” 
said Shaff er. “Th e club hopes 
to expand into some outreach 
in the future but our priority 
will always be to create a safe 
and welcoming space for LGBT 
students and their supporters to 
gather.”

GSA has been a big aspect of 
junior and club president Fiona 
Grannan’s life.

“GSA has been a really 
wonderful place to express 
myself and build leadership 
skills with other people. It’s been 
an amazing outlet for support 
and understanding throughout 
the two years that it’s been 
ongoing,” said Grannan. “Being 
a leader now for two years now 
has defi nitely impacted the way 
that I look at responsibility and 
even just organizations.”

Both Conway and Shaff er 
believe that, as allies, their role 
in GSA is to provide a bridge 
between people in the LGBT 
community and allies. 

“I believe my role as an 
ally within the community is 
an important one in creating 
mutual understanding and 

respect between the LGBT 
community and those outside 
of the community. I’m both 
happy and proud to serve in this 
particular role as part of that 
bridge,” said Shaff er.

Both LGBT members and 
straight allies alike can come to 
GSA for not only support, but 
also to learn about –culture and 
history. 

“I love that [GSA] is not 
only has a social aspect to it, 
but there’s also an educational 
aspect to it. You get to learn 
a lot about queer history and 
the historical and modern day 
voices in representation. Th ere’s 
also a community in it. It’s just 
really wonderful to see people 
who experience the same things 
as you and learn together,” said 
Grannan.

Grannan said she always 
tries to bring kindness into each  

GSA meeting. 
“It just provides an area 

where you know you are safe...
It’s supposed to be a safe place 
for everyone to come together 
and just be in the presence of 
like-minded people where you 
know you can be yourself,” said 
Grannan.

Like GSA, Diversity Club 
gives students a place to 
celebrate their diff erences and 
connect with people who have 
had similar experiences.

“[Th is is] another 
marginalized group, being a 
predominately white school, 
Dr. Willman started this club 
to essentially give feedback 
from students of diverse ethnic 
and cultural backgrounds, our 
minority students, and what 
their experience is like at Floyd 
Central,” said Conway. “It brings 
those students together where 

they can share these experiences 
and advocate for themselves to 
keep Floyd Central moving in 
the right direction of diversity.”

Diversity Club is still new, 
but members meet every month 
and discuss current events that 
are going on in society. 

“We want input on current 
events, we want input on school 
policy and ways that we can 
improve the experience here, 
and then we’ll usually end with 
[a goal] by next meeting,” said 
Conway.

As the International Picnic 
comes to a close, Conway, 
McRae, Austin, and Dunlap 
gather all of the attendees 
to announce the winner of 
the events. When Spanish 
is announced as the winner, 
Spanish students cheer, and 
students walk to their rides 
beaming with delight. 

JUNIOR LUKE GILLARD goes to pick up a ball to participate in the International Picnic dodgeball game between 
the language classes.

Grace Allen Grace Allen //The BagpiperThe Bagpiper

To read more student interviews during their time in these clubs, go to fchsbagpiper.wordpress.com. Sam Haney/The Bagpiper


