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Instrument costs deplete personal funds
Gracie Vanover
Assistant A&E Editor

As orchestra director Doug 
Elmore raises his baton to begin 
conducting, senior Brenna 
Hackett holds her bow steadily 
in her hand in preparation for 
the fi rst note. Th e song kicks up 
in tempo, and Hackett follows 
the beat steadily with the 
conductor’s hands.

For performing arts like 
band and orchestra, instrument 
expense is a great personal cost. 
From the physical instrument 
itself to things like rosin or valve 
oil, students and their families 
spend a decent amount of 
money to cover these charges. 

“Th e thing I have to buy the 
most often are strings because 
they like to unravel themselves,” 
said Hackett. “[However] 
that’s maybe once every couple 
months.”

Many students buy step-
up instruments in order to be 
a “next level musician” and 
improve their quality of playing. 
While step-up instruments are 
costly, sometimes the starter 
instruments are expensive  
themselves.

“My clarinet was around 
$700 and my bass clarinet cost 
around an upwards of $6500,” 
said junior band member 
Spencer Robinson. Professional 
instruments across both groups 
cost between a few thousand to 
tens of thousands of dollars.  

Although many directors 
encourage step-up instruments, 
not all students can aff ord these 
instruments  due to their much 
higher cost.

“I would love to have my own 
bassoon that’s a professional 
model, but the reason I don’t 
own one is because it costs just 
way too much money,” said 
sophomore band member Liz 
Morgan. “Th e cheapest one that 
would benefi t me and actually 
be a ‘step up’ is at least $12,000.

However, some directors 
provide these students with 
instruments the school paid for 
in order for their ensemble to 
have necessary parts. 

“Percussion gets provided 
with the majority of their 
instruments, many of 
the instruments that are 
prohibitively expensive are 
secondary instruments,” said 
band director Harold Yankey. 
“Most people that provide their 
instrument are the students 
that have the lesser expensive 
instruments.”

Of course, when the program 
directors help out in this way 
students are thankful for the 
opportunities they are provided. 
Students and the program 
directors themselves can see and 
hear an improvement of quality 
in their playing. 

“When I originally 
started playing on the 
school instrument I 
noticed how much 
my tone improved 
immediately,” said 
Morgan. “I had [a bassoon] 
in middle school. It left a pretty 
big fi nancial impact on my 
mom even though we bought it 
[for $1000].” 

Even though both groups 
need step-up instruments, there 
are multiple reasons for each 
group. 

“I want to say I’m on my 

fourth viola,” said Hackett. “I 
got increasingly better ones as I 
got older to fi t my arm length. 
When I got done growing my 
mom and dad decided to get 
me a professional viola. [It was] 
very expensive but it gives the 
best quality a viola could have.”

As the orchestra come to a 
close on their rehearsal, Hackett 
lowers her bow and viola with 
a smile. Without this program 
Hackett would have missed on 
many opportunities. 

“In my eyes, 
being a musician 
isn’t about the 
money, it’s about 
the experience,” 
said Hackett. “Not 
many people can say 
they understand 
music in a special 
way like musicians 
do. Th e money 
gets us where we 
need to be but 
we grow 
w h e r e 
w e 

are. I’ve had my viola for two 
years now and it still brings me 
the same amount of joy as it did 
back then.” 

Chloe Finn
A&E Reporter
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got increasingly better ones as I 
got older to fi t my arm length.
When I got done growing my
mom and dad decided to get
me a professional viola. [It was] 
very expensive but it gives the 
best quality a viola could have.”

As the orchestra come to a
close on their rehearsal, Hackett 
lowers her bow and viola with
a smile. Without this program 
Hackett would have missed on
many opportunities.

“In my eyes,
being a musician
isn’t about the 
money, it’s about 
the experience,”
said Hackett. “Not
many people can say 
they understand 
music in a special
way like musicians
do. Th e money 
gets us where we
need to be but
we grow 
w h e r e 
w e

y
years now and it still brings me
the same amount of joy as it did
back then.” 

Reeds (cost per reed): $3.32-

$20.25

Valve, slide, and  key oil: 

$2.50-$4.50

Neck straps: $12.50-$42.66

Drumsticks: Starting at 

$3.96 a pair

Reed cases: $16-$36

Cork grease (per tube): 

$2.50

Mallets: Starting at $8.46

To participate in a poll about instrument costs, @FCHSBagpiper on Twitt er.com/FCHSBagpiper

Source: Conrad’s Music Store
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