
Friday, April 26, 2019 Page 3NEWS

Students earning credits on local campus
High school seniors take advantage of provided opportunities to receive freshman year college credits at low costs
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Every year, students must come up 
with a list of classes they are going to 
take for the next school year. Often times 
students have a hard time fi lling in their 
schedule because they are unsure of what 
else they can take. 

Diff erent types of classes or 
opportunities are opened up to students 
every year. An opportunity that is open 
to seniors is taking freshmen college 
courses. Th ey have the choice to attend 
Indiana University Southeast 
(IUS) or Ivy Tech Community 
College to start these courses.

“First you have to have a 
minimum GPA; we would like 
to have at least a 3.5 or higher, 
be at least on track for Core 40. 
If you are close or interested in 
doing that you just need to see a 
counselor, the student needs to see 
their counselor. We have a form 
that you need to fi ll out. Once you 
get that back to us, we take it to 
Dr. Willman, and if he approves 
it then what we need from the 
student is proof of admission,” said 
counselor Mark Clark.

A small group of seniors have taken 
some freshman courses at either IUS or 
Ivy Tech. Senior Taylor Sattler has had 
half days this year and has been attending 
IUS for a variety of classes.

“My freshman year I had a senior on 
the cheer team that was doing it and I 
was like ‘Oh, I want to do that’ because 
by the time you get to your senior year 
it’s like you’ve taken all of the classes that 
you need to take,” said Sattler.

Many counselors support this 
opportunity given to the students. 
Taking the classes on a college campus 
can benefi t the student in many ways, 
such as helping them look into the future 
and get a taste of what it may be like.

“I would say the biggest diff erence 

would be just the environment. Taking 
a course on a college campus, you are 
more exposed to a college feel. So I 
would say just getting that experience. 
It would be great for seniors just to see 
what they’re in for and make sure they 
are comfortable with that. I think that 
that would be great for our seniors, but 
in terms of content and level of diffi  culty 
it should be pretty closely aligned,” said 
counselor Jessica Simler.

Unfortunately, some think there are a 
few challenges to starting college classes 
like this on campus.

“I think one disadvantage there is 
students are often taking course work 
prior to any kind of orientation to 
the campus and I think that can be a 
disadvantage for students who aren’t sure 
about the college process or are unsure 
about how a college course will work,” 
said IUS director of recruitment and 
admissions Chris Crews.

When students do decide to take 
college credit classes on the college 
campus, the counselors push for students 
to look into going through Ivy Tech for 
a few reasons.

“One of the things that we 
recommend is maybe looking at Ivy Tech 
for several reasons. One, it is going to be 
cheaper, and, two, any dual credits that 
they earned while here at Floyd Central, 

along with whatever they might do 
outside of Floyd Central would all be on 
one transcript,” said Clark.

Ivy Tech would also be the least 
expensive between the two colleges. Ivy 
Tech gives the opportunity for students 
to take advantage of a discount called 
the TACOU to help with the courses’ 
fi nances.

“We send out postcards every 
summer, spring, and fall about this 
discount called TACOU for high school 
students. It’s called TACOU, but it 
stands for Take A Class On Us. You can 

take a class here on our campus while 
you’re in high school for 50 dollars as 
long as you’ve met the prerequisite for 
the course and met with somebody 
from the offi  ce. So if the student 
doesn’t know if they’ve met the 
prerequisite we would help them 
determine that during our meeting,” 
said Ivy Tech assistant director of dual 
credit Allison Brewer.

Many students may also choose 
taking the freshmen courses to help 
collect college credits complete their 
Student Transfer General Education 
Certifi cate (STGEC).

“We fi nd that that conversation 
is coming up a lot more frequently too. 
Especially with the [Student] Transfer 
General Ed Certifi cate that’s becoming 
pretty prominent now where kids can 
jump on getting that fi rst year of college 
taken care of. Th e kids are trying to 
utilize that and get all of the credits that 
they can,” said Simler.

For students who may be interested 
in creating this kind of schedule for 
themselves, Sattler shares her experience 
with taking college credit courses on 
college campus.

 “A lot of the stuff  that I have learned 
at Floyd I am relearning at IUS,” said 
Sattler. “It’s really easy, it’s just an extra 
bump up. You have to take these classes 
when you get to college anyway, so why 
not get them started?”

“It would be great for seniors 

just to see what they’re in 

for and make sure they are 

comfortable with that.

“
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