
In early March this year, the 
state of Indiana passed a new 
regulation allowing non-binary 
as an option for driver’s licenses. 
Many people in the non-binary 
community are celebrating the 
fact this is an option. Indiana 
is one of the many states like 
California and New York to pass 
this. However, this should not 
be a form of identifi cation for a 
legal document.  

On documents like a driver’s 
license, there is generic info to 
help with identifi cation such 
as your name and address. A 
specifi c concern this non-binary 
regulation brings up is how it 
changes someone’s stated sex. 
Sex is based solely on biology 
rather than the mentality of 

gender. 
A license 

should have a 
person’s biological 
sex rather than 
a stated gender 
preference for safety 
reasons. Someone’s sex goes 
on their legal documents to 
make sure they receive proper 
care and privacy.

Along with that, legal 
identifi cation is diff erent than 
self expression. In our culture, 
the two seem to overlap, which 
is not necessarily good. Legal 
identifi cation is a government 
record for the sake of keeping 
everything in line and protecting 
privacy, whereas self expression 
is how one establishes oneself. 
Tattoos and hair dye are not the 
same as legal identifi cation in 
the slightest. Th ere also is not 
a huge non-binary population 
in America, so it seems 

unnecessary. 
Th e non-binary population 

is between 25 and 35 percent 
of the transgender population, 
according to apadivisions.org. 
Th is may seem like a decent 
percentage, but most forget 
the fact that only about 4.5 
percent of Americans identify 
as transgender. Th e percentage 
is simply too small to be a legal 
label, even if one ignores the 
fact of biological sex. 

Many in the LGBTQ+ 
community feel like with 
having the “X” option they do 
not have to explain themselves 

to authorities or their 
state. But authorities, 

like police offi  cers, 
really do not sit there 

and ask questions based 
on legal sex. If a person is 

to have the “X” option in a 
state that does not, would that 
not cause more questioning 
if anything? People forget 
that some age groups do not 
understand the concepts of 
gender identity like non-binary 
or transgender as well as younger 
generations. When traveling, 
this could cause more questions 
that travelers want to avoid.

Another concern with non-
binary licenses is not all legal 
documents have the option 
so it can cause legal confl ict. 
For example, imagine if a non-
binary person goes to apply for 
a passport and they have to put 
their biological sex that they did 
not use for their license; what 

are they going to do? 
A follow-up concern would 

be traveling to other countries 
where their documents say two 
entirely diff erent identifi cations 
for their sex on their IDs. Th is 
causes confusion among federal 
organizations and even causes 
trouble in identifi cation ifpeople 
are traveling to countries that 
do not understand the idea of 
identifying as non-binary.

Overall, the idea of 
nonbinary licenses or future 
nonbinary IDs works for those 
who it applies to. However, 
it will cause much confusion 
among offi  cers, government 
offi  cials, and foreign countries 
trying to ID someone. 

Although it is a step in the 
direction of equality among a 
specifi c group of people, there 
are other ways to take a step in 
the right direction. 

On March 12, 2019, the 

BMV off ered a new option 

on drivers licenses: an “X” in 

place of the M/F option, for 

people who don’t identify as 

men or women (non-binary). 

Of course, this has spiked 

some controversy throughout 

the state, but there is a nation-

wide acknowledgement within 

the community that this is one 

more step towards equal rights. 

Non-binary licenses have 

been an option in the U.S. since 

2017, and they were recently 

made legal in Indiana. Th is 

was a massive step for Indiana, 

especially since they decided 
against adding LGBTQ+ to 
the hate crime bill. Since then, 
people have been wondering 
why it is necessary to add the “X” 
option and speaking out against 
it. But the non-binary license 
option is a great movement for 
Indiana’s LGBTQ+ community. 

When the law was fi rst 
passed on March 12 of this year, 
plenty of people went to correct 
their identifi cation, although 
the number is not out for the 
general public. Th e bill 
holds a particular weight 
in Indiana, which is 
known for being a 
traditionally anti-
LGBTQ+ state, 
and one of the 
only 20 states 
without all 

exclusive hate crime legislation. 
Th e idea of non-binary 

identifi cation was fi rst brought 
up in 2017. Citizens who wish 
to change their identifi cation 
must have documentation, 
such as a signed doctor’s note 
or an amended birth certifi cate 
that shows the person has 
confi rmation of change, as 
verifi ed by the BMV. 

Th is bill can help a lot of 
people 

who have struggled with 
acceptance from themselves and 
others. An estimated 700,000 
adults identify as transgender 
in the U.S., 27,600 of which 
are Hoosiers, according to 
a study titled “How Many 
Adults Identify as Transgender 
in the United States?” by the 
Williams Institute. Out of that, 
the estimated 8,000 non-binary 
citizens who this law aff ects may 
seem small, but it can have a 
huge impact on their lives. 

Th ere are plenty of arguments 
against this law, such as the fact 

that those who identify as 
non-binary only represent 

about 25-35 percent 
of the transgender 
community, or 
that they could 
require hospital care 

that is determined by their 
biological sex. But people often 
underestimate how big that 
number can be. And emergency 
contacts can often make sure 
that the doctor’s have necessary 
information for care without 
placing the person in danger or 
making them uncomfortable.

Th e non-binary identifi cation 
is progress for Indiana. But for 
every step forward, we seem to 
take two steps back. 

Already, lawmakers are 
trying to come up with new 
bills that make this one 
invalid, such as eliminating a 
physician’s confi rmation from 
the requirements and making it 
harder to change identifi cation. 
However, this has, for now, been 
vetoed, and we can only hope 
that we keep making progress.
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