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Organization opens to young teen writers
Arts Bureau Edge reaches out to Southern Indiana and Louisville teens interested in writing for and about the arts
Gracie Vanover
Assistant A&E Editor

Around the Southern Indiana 
and Louisville area, there are 
thousands of teenage writers 
looking for opportunities to 
help expand their horizons. A 
new program for local young 
writers has been created to allow 
them to express themselves and 
to be published on local news 
websites. With the creation of 
Arts Bureau Edge, there is a way 
for these eager student writers to 
be publicly recognized for their  
hard work. 

“Our fi rst pilot project was 
Newsies that Floyd Central did,” 
said director Elizabeth Kramer. 

“It was kind of dicey to pull off  
because it was right after school 
ended in June [and it was hard] 
to get everything done before 
[Newsies] opened.” 

Kramer wanted to reach out 
to students and help make them 
interested in what the arts have 
to off er.  Another goal of this 
project was to give a small group 
of young writers at a time the 
possibility of being published 
locally. 

“It wasn’t just kids from 
Oldham County, Jeff erson 
County, or even Southern 
Indiana [applying],” she said. 
“[We had] kids from even 
as far as Paoli.  I was just 
dumbfounded and happily so.” 
Th e idea for this program has 
been simmering in Kramer’s 

mind for a long time. 
Although the group of 

students attending is already 
quite diverse, Kramer would 
like to expand this opportunity 
to more students involved in 
diff erent artistic interests.

 “What I’d like to do is [have] 
more schools participating 
and people come from a lot 
of diff erent backgrounds 
involved,” she said. “I want to 
expand [also] into the visual arts 
and music and to things that are 
a lot less expanded maybe like 
the Carnegie Center in New 
Albany or maybe a poetry slam 
and maybe meet like twice a 
month.”

Th is arts program has been 
involving journalism and 
photography teachers in the area 

in order to have more support 
for this project. With the help 
of these teachers and mentors, 
Arts Bureau Edge has been able 
to expand and reach out to local 
students more effi  ciently. 

“I was introduced to the 
program by my journalism 
teacher at my school,  Mr. 
Miller. He sends out events for 
young journalists to attend to 
help them discover more about 
the fi eld and experiences,” said 
duPont Manual sophomore 
Maddie Hayden. 

Although Arts Bureau Edge 
is a journalistic program, the 
students involved do not have 
to be  members of a journalism 
class at their school in order to be 
able to attend.  Any journalism 
or publishing experience or 

prior knowledge is not required 
in order to be a participant in 
this project. 

“Many people our age have 
never reviewed anything before, 
and it is benefi cial to become 
familiar with that. We are also 
faced with editing our reviews, 
making sure they hit a specifi c 
word count, and having a 
deadline,” said Silver Creek 
senior Rachel Street. “Overall, 
it [was] a good taste of the 
professional world, specifi cally 
in regards to arts journalism.” 
Street is involved in theatre 
rather than journalism at Silver 
Creek, so it was a new experience 
for her. 

Th ough most of the teenagers  
who participate are journalism 
students, there is still more that  
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these writers can learn by being 
a part of the program.

“Th e experience taught us 
how to write reviews, but also 
gave us a platform as young 
writers, which is something 
really important,” said duPont 
Manual freshman Lilly Wobb. 

With this new journalism 
opportunity for tons of young 
adults in this area, new doors 
are open for future writers. Th is 
allows young writers to improve 
their journalistic skills and learn 
more about the publishing 
process so they can possibly use 
it in the future as a career. 

“I would recommend it to 
other writers because it is a way 
to experience new theatre while 
learning to improve your craft at 
the same time,” said FC senior 
Cole Tanner.

Arts Bureau Edge receives 
support from a multitudes of 
local organizations in order to 
be able to successfully garner 
and promote teen journalists all 
over the area. 

“I provide opening night 
review tickets and make press 
materials available for research 
and prep,” said Matthew Porter, 
director of public relations for 
PNC Broadway in Louisville. 
“Elizabeth and I worked on 
a student review program 
for [FC’s] Newsies when the 
Broadway tour came to town. 
We have since partnered to off er 
more opportunities for students 
to learn about arts journalism.”

Kramer  uses  her connections 
with local companies in order 
to help these student writers 
promote their names and 
stories, so they 
will be 

recognized for their hard work. 
Although these connections 
help, they are not the only 
reason students get their name 
outs into the public. 

“My connections in the arts 
and theatre communities are 
very deep from working with the 
Courier Journal for seven years,” 
said Kramer. “I think most of 
the success has come from the 
students’ enthusiasm. Th ey feel 
like they’re learning something 
and getting something out of it 
so they return. Going forward 
[I hope] to get funding or 
supporters to help [move the 
program forward] because I run 
a lot of it by myself.” Kramer 
also wants to be able to help 
reach out students to have a 
student advisory board to help 
reach out to more teens and 
get more involvement in the 
community.

Th is program has given 
multiple students from around 
Southern Indiana and Louisville 
area a chance to be heard. 
It successfully combines the 
teaching of journalism and the 
promotion of  passion and love 
for the arts in a benefi cial way 
for students.

“All in all, it combined two 
things I love, theatre and writing, 
which made for an incredibly 
enjoyable and educational 
experience,” said Wobb. “I’d 
recommend the program to any 
writer who [is] passionate about 
the arts, journalism, and the 
local community.”

Arts Bureau Edge Social 
Media

Sam Haney/The Bagpiper

Twitter: @arts_bureau

Instagram: @artsbureau

Facebook: Elizabeth Kramer- Arts Writer

How To Get Involved

Be sure to follow the Arts Bureau Edge twitter 
for frequent updates on new opportunities in 

this program.

Arts Bureau Edge’s 
Mission

To involve and invest 
students in the arts locally 
and also teach the ways of 

journalistic writing in forms 
such as review

 Source: Elizabeth Kramer
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