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Glitter sparkles off  the stage 
fl oor as one by one the ditzy 
Delta Nus of FC’s theatre 
department fl ood the stage in 
a chorus of song. Around them 
are huge glamourous pink set 
pieces. Th e whole stage seems 
to radiate hot pink, which 
seems to be a theme throughout 
the show. FC’s production 
of Legally Blonde opened 
last week, and continues this 

weekend. 

Just like the set, all the lights 
in this show are bright pink 
and fun. Th is specifi c design 
was done in hopes of matching 
the energy that the show brings 
to the stage. Th e musical brings 
all the same storylines and 
fun aesthetic the movies have. 
Its Broadway level songs and 
dance numbers bring a whole 
new atmosphere that create 
an environment that is fun for 
both actors and audiences.

“Th e set is really cool for 
this show because it is always 
changing and moving. I really 
love it because of all the glitter. 
It is everywhere. Th ere are 
also a lot of really fl ashy dance 
numbers. I think for this show 
especially it is very modern and 

so for the audience, 
they are going 
to be able to 
relate to it more 
since it is more 
from this time,” 
said senior Sarah 
Seay.

Actors and 
audiences are able 
to build a strong 
connection to the 
story due to not only 
the fun energy the 
show holds, but also 
that modern setting 
in which the whole 
story takes place. Seay 
mentioned that the 
show takes place in 
2005, which is when 
director Robbie Steiner 
and choreographer Megan 
Bliss were growing up. 
Th eir fi rst-hand experience 
has allowed them to give 
insight to the students 
that they might not have 
otherwise received.

“Miss Megan has been 
really good about questions 
for this show because she grew 
up in this time period, so it is 
easier for her to explain what 
something is about. Say if we 
are doing a classic move from 
that time period wrong, she 
can tell us because she knows, 
so that has been really fun, 
too,” said Seay.

Th is fresh and modern 
show is unlike the theatre 
department’s shows in the past, 
seeing as it is one of the few 
they have done that is set in the 
21st Century. 

With the fun show comes 
hard work. Th e amount of 
energy required for this show 
is immense, which can create 
a challenge for some actors. 
Sophomore Caroline Siegrist, 
who plays the star character 
Elle Woods, mentioned how 
she enjoyed this challenge that 
the quick process created.

“Th is process has been so 
much diff erent because of how 
fast paced it was. We did the 
One Act shows in January, so 
it was a bit of a rush to start 
Legally Blonde. I liked it; 
however, getting to just jump 
into my character. I liked that 
I had to just dive right into 
Elle and her mindset because it 
forced me to really work with 
my character development,” 
said Siegrist.

Such a strong show brings 
the challenge of the amount 
of character work that must be 
done. While the show seems 
like a simple and energetic 
story, many actors have put in 
long hours to create realistic 
and relatable versions of their 
characters.

“I would never talk to 
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people like she talks to Elle. 
It’s not me,” said sophomore 
Grace Platt of her character 
Vivienne, who antagonizes 
Siegrist’s heroine. “I’m not 
rude or mean to people. I’m 
stepping out of my comfort 
zone, because I 
try to be good to 
everyone I meet. 
I think that was 
hard for me, so I 
had to work on 
it.”

Other actors 
were able to easily 
relate to their 
characters, and 
this gave them a 
starting point for 
character work.

“We’re a lot 
of the same, because both of 
us have worked really hard 
to get where we want to be,” 
said senior Connor Nevitt. 
“Emmett cannot understand 
people who just breeze their 
way through life. And I feel 
the same way about people 
that just have everything 
and can just easily fl oat to 
where I am in life, I can never 
understand that.”

Th ough this show is 
often criticized, just like its 
main character, for being 
too shallow and “girly,” its 
characters are actually very 
nuanced. 

“Emmett is a character 
that’s a lot up in his head. 
So I have to do a lot of 
subtle acting because I can’t 
just express exactly how I’m 
feeling at every moment, I 
have to actually have thoughts 
as if I was the character, and 
act on them. It’s a lot more 
internal than external,” said 
Nevitt.

Th e cast received special 

help on working past these 
challenges and learning how 
to be more skilled actors: 
actress Laura Bell Bundy, 
who originated the role of 
Elle Woods on Broadway, 
visited FC on Feb. 22 to 

perform in a concert with 
the cast featuring showcase 
solos and full cast numbers 
from Legally Blonde. Th ese 
pointers, coming from a 
woman who saw how it was 
all done the fi rst time around, 
strengthened many cast 
members’ performances.

“Laura Bell Bundy helped 
me work through actually 
having to think the thoughts 
through before I act. She 
really helped me with that 
whole process of actually 
having thoughts, and not 
just doing the motions,” said 
Nevitt.

Th e visit from Bundy was a 
great experience that the cast 
will appreciate for the rest of 
their lives. But her assistance 
should not discredit the 
value of good old-fashioned 
support from peers. 

“My fellow castmates 
have really been carrying me 
through this whenever I get 
stressed or feel like I can’t 
do it. Th ey are always there 

to lift me back up again. 
Especially in this show, 
you need everyone to be 
supportive one other because 
if you don’t have that support 
from your castmates and 
from your directors it is just 

not going to work. 
You need everyone 
working together,” 
said Siegrist. 

At the end of 
the day, the actors 
have to make their 
character choices for 
themselves, which 
is a vital part of the 
learning process. 

“I’ve defi nitely 
stepped out of 
my comfort zone 
through this process. 

I have gained confi dence 
throughout this rehearsal 
process, and I’m really excited 
to see the outcome of the 
show,” said Platt.

All of this hard work 
has aided in creating a fi nal 
product of the show that is 
one the department is proud 
of.

“Every single person in 
this show has put their blood, 
sweat and tears into the 
production. I think it really 
shows when it comes to the 
show. For me, especially, this 
show is probably one of the 
hardest I have ever done. I 
have just been trying to give 
it everything I’ve got every 
night in rehearsals and I’m 
really proud of all the work 
that not just me but everyone 
has put in. It is a really 
diffi  cult show and everybody 
is putting  100 percent  into 
everything they are doing and 
I am really proud of us,” said 
Siegrist.

All of this hard work and 

creativity is more valuable 
when the show delivers a 
moral the audiences can 
draw inspiration from. 
Th is year’s shows have been 
very empowering: Legally 
Blonde is a story all about 
empowering women to 
believe in themselves and 
follow their dreams, even 
when no one else around 
them does. Elle Woods 
goes beyond her stereotypes 
and proves that she can be 
so much better than the 
expectations others set for 
her. 

“I think that a good thing 
to take away from this show 
is that you are not bound to 
your stereotype,” said Seay. 
“Th e whole show is about 
Elle being a blonde and 
people thinking that is all 
she is ever going to be, and 
she proves them all wrong. 
I think that if you have a 
dream, follow it. Go after 
it with everything. Don’t 
limit yourself to what 
other people are telling 
you, and I think everyone 
can relate to that in some 
capacity.”

Siegrist expanded this 
idea by explaning what 
she believed was the 
purpose of the show.

“I want audiences 
to take away from this 
show that it doesn’t 
matter who you are or 
what you have been 
through. Everyone is 
capable of achieving 
greatness,” said Siegrist. 
“You just have to believe 
in yourself and believe 
in others and radiate 
positivity and you can 
do anything you want 
to do.”

Come see the 
Delta Nus:

To view a behind the scenes video of Legally Blonde, go to fchsbagpiper.wordpress.com.

Performance Dates
March 15,16 @ 7:30 p.m.

March 17 @ 2 p.m.
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Sarah Seay
senior

Ticket Prices
Adult: $14

Student: $8

Senior Citizen: $12


