
Friday, March 15, 2019Page 9 SPORTS

Girls’ tennis seeks success with new coach
Aft er an outstanding past season, the team looks to continue to reach their goals with the addition of a new coach

JUNIOR KATIE WEIMER gets into position and waits for her partner to serve the ball at the start of the fi rst offi  cial girls’ tennis practice of the season. Their season started on Monday, March 11.

Adam Hynes
Sports Editor

As school lets out for the 
day and afternoon activities get 
under way, junior Katie Weimer 
and her fellow teammates head 
to the tennis courts, where they 
begin practice preparations for 
the day. Th e team members 
run a lap around six courts, 
followed by gathering in a circle 
for stretching and then warm up 
their shots as practice begins. 
Th is hard work and dedication 
refl ects the high expectation 
the girls have for this upcoming 
season.

“I expect to have a really 
fun, good year this year. I want 
to have a very good record 
for myself but also the team, 
and want to make more great 
memories,” said Weimer.

Coming off  of a strong 
season last year, these athletes 

have some very large gaps to fi ll. 
Having lost four seniors from 
last year, the team needs to have 
new leaders step into those roles 
and fi ll the gaps as this season 
gets under way. 

“Th is year we’re a younger 
team, but I still think that we’ll 
be able to do more than people 
will think despite losing some 
upperclassmen,” said senior 
Jasmine Shireman.

As the team heads into its fi rst 
matches of the season, fi rst year 
head coach Nick Roby expects 
this year’s group of seniors as 
well as some younger players 
to step up as leaders to play key 
roles in his team’s success as well.

“I am looking for a whole 
team eff ort this season. It hurts 
to lose seniors because of the 
experience they bring to the 
table, but we have players this 
year who will fi ll that void,” said 
Roby.

While this is Roby’s fi rst year 
as head coach of the team, he 
has been associated and worked 
with the team for several years 
now, so this transition will not 
be as diffi  cult to adjust to as if 
it were a completely new coach. 

“I have been around these 
girls for a couple of years now, 
so it’s not like they’re getting a 
completely new coach. If we 
work together each practice and 
encourage each other every day, 
we’ll grow stronger throughout 
the season,” said Roby.

Th is year’s group of seniors 
are aiming to lead this team to 
be as successful as they were 
last year, with hopes of even 
exceeding what they did in their 
previous season. As for junior 
Michelle Marin, this will be her 
last year having the opportunity 
to compete on the team as she 
is graduating one year early and 
attending college at Indiana 

University Southeast next year. 
She is working along with 
the seniors to have the most 
successful fi nal season possible 
playing for FC.

“Th e most challenging part 
for me this year will be having to 
leave my team for college. I love 
being able to play and enjoy the 
sport I love and have amazing 
players around me who all 
support each other,” said Marin.

Along with the team needing 
particularly older players to 
step up as major leaders, it 
also needs younger athletes to 
develop quickly and be able to 
consistently play well at the high 
school level to have a strong, 
well-rounded team. Freshman 
Kaitlyn Jones has no real 
experience playing competitive 
tennis in high school yet, and 
is working to make those quick 
adjustments so she can be at her 
best throughout the season.

“Th e biggest challenge 
for me this season is going 
to be learning how the team 
works and how they do things 
diff erently from how we used to 
do them in middle school,” said 
Jones. “We’re older now and 
know what we’re supposed to do 
now though so we don’t have to 
focus on the beginners and can 
move at a faster pace.”

Every athlete has a reason as 
to why they play their respected 
sports throughout every age 
group at every diff erent level. 
It serves as their motivation to 
keep playing and working hard 
to be the best they can be for 
their teams.

“My favorite part about 
playing for this team is how 
close everyone on the team is,” 
said Shireman. “We all get along 
so well and motivate each other 
to push ourselves to our top 
potentials.”
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