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Th e news of the 
Mars rover Opportunity’s 

death swept the nation on Feb. 13. 
NASA lost contact with the rover when it 

encountered a sandstorm. Its shortened last 
words were “my battery is low and it’s getting 
dark.” 

Th ese words swept the nation and a lot of 
people were upset to hear that it had died. 
But what are the plans to recover this amazing 
rover? It is a massive part of our mission to 
Mars, but currently NASA does not have a plan 
to recover it. Opportunity will soon be buried 
by the sand of the red planet.

According to the head of the Opportunity 
science mission Steve Squyres, there are no 
plans to bring Opportunity back to Earth. 
“Why would we spend the money bringing 
material back from Mars when we already know 
exactly what it’s made of?” said Squyres.
Yes, they do know what it is made of, but 
Opportunity was so much more than parts. It 
was only intended to last 90 days, but exceeded 
that and went on for 15 years. It would be a 
disservice to not recover it. NASA could also 
fi nd and fi x it and put it back on Mars to 
discover more for us.

If NASA had more funding from the 
government, they could make plans to recover 
it and put it in a museum. It is a piece of 
our history in space travel that needs to be 
preserved. It makes sense why they are not 
prioritizing it now, but if they were more 
funded, they would not have a reason to not 
recover it when they get to Mars. 

America had 3.8 trillion to spend in 2015, 
and only 18 billion of that was going to space 
travel.  Compared to the 2016 $600 billion 
budget for military that is nothing.

“Th e 
military’s 
budget for 2016 
would pay for a crewed 
mission to Mars with tens 
of billions to spare. NASA 
estimates it would cost $450 billion 
to land the fi rst humans on Mars 
by the late 2030s or early 2040s,” said 
Fernando Marinho and Jessica Orwig in 
an article entitled ‘Here’s what NASA could 
accomplish if it had the US military’s $600 
billion budget.’ NASA receives very little money 
from the government and it the budget should be 
a lot higher. Space travel should be one of the most 
funded things in America, but it continues to be 
one of the lowest funded. 

Elon Musk claims SpaceX will have a manned 
mission to Mars by 2024. NASA plans to send 
robot explorers to the moon and Mars by 2020. 
But imagine what they could both do if they were 
more funded.   

Humans are depleting resources at a rapid rate. 
Scientists estimated that we will run out of oil 
in 50 years and coal in 115. Th ese resources are 
essential to the survival of humankind and once 
they are gone, they are gone. Space exploration is a 
substantial solution because NASA can fi nd more 
resources, like oil, on other planets. Th ey could 
also discover new resources that could replace what 
humans currently use today. For example, asteroids 
that we could recover could have deposits of coal, 
which is one of our most used resources. 

Mars could be a lot closer in our future if the 
government funded space travel as much as they 
do, say, defense. Th is is so important to the 
survival of humankind, but right now it is out 
of reach.
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Morgan Walker

NASA Budget Plan
for 2020 

Proposed budget for 
2020:

$21 billion

Departments the money 
will go to:

• deep space exploration 
• LEO and space fl ight 

exploration 
• exploration technology
• general science 
• aeronautics
• safety , security , and 

mission services
• construction and 

environmental 
restoration 
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