
Boys’ basketball begins sectionals Tuesday
Aft er fi nishing the season on an 11-game winning streak, team looks forward to sectional matchups vs. season rivals 
J.D. McKay
Web Editor

Th e third biggest high school 
gym in the world is packed. 
Th ere are corners of green, red, 
and blue with a blend of colors 
in the middle, so it is hard to 
tell where one team’s section 
starts and the next ends. But 
for the fi rst time in three years, 
these fans are not here to see the 
Romeo Langford Show. Th ey 
are here for the greatest show 
on hardwood. Th is is Indiana 
high school basketball, and it is 
almost time for the postseason. 

Th e Highlanders’ regular 
season ended with a 20-2 record 
and a Hoosier Hills Conference 
Championship.

“We are pretty happy with 
it,” said head coach Todd 
Sturgeon. “We had six early 
season road games that were a 
big time challenge: Lawrence 
North, Castle, New Albany, and 
Jeff  were a few of those. So we 
are feeling pretty good about 
our record.”

Th ose early season games 
have given the team some 
momentum and prepared them 
for playing tough opponents.

“Beating Lawrence North 
at Lawrence North was the 
highlight so far of my season,” 
said senior Cobie Barnes. “Th ey 
are a very good team and to go 
up there and beat them at their 
school was a great way to start 
the season.”

Part of their team’s goals this 
season actually came from the 
Indianapolis Colts. 

“Th e Colts developed the 
one percent mantra this year. 
Th e idea is that we are going to 
get one percent better everyday. 

We have gotten the team to buy 
into that this year. We cannot 
just tread water waiting for 
the postseason to start because 
by the time the postseason has 
come along, somebody has 
passed you,” said Sturgeon.

Another part of preparation 
is getting used to traveling three 
times a week. According to 
Sturgeon, the week of Feb. 11 
helped them prepare. 

“We looked at this week 
(Feb. 11- Feb. 16) as a sectional 
tune up. We are playing 
Tuesday, Friday, and Saturday 
and sectionals play on a Tuesday, 
Friday, Saturday. We even have 
some long road trips simulating 
the drive to Seymour,” said 
Sturgeon. 

One unique part of this 
sectional is the atmosphere, 
similar to the atmosphere at the 
New Albany game.

“My favorite part of this 
season so far was beating New 
Albany, partly because the 
atmosphere was so cool. I am 
expecting something like that at 
sectionals,” said sophomore Jake 
Heidbreder. 

Another unique part of this 
sectional is the talent. FC, New 
Albany, and Jeff ersonville are all 
ranked in the top 25. 

“Th e last couple of years we 
have told guys if we can beat 
New Albany and Jeff  then we 
can compete with anyone in the 
state,” said Sturgeon. “We have 
to take care of business right 
here at home fi rst. Obviously, 
New Albany and Jeff  have the 
biggest reputations, but there 
are a couple other teams there, 
Bedford for one, that can beat 
us if we are not locked in and 
playing the way we are capable 

of.”
If the Highlanders get out 

of sectionals, there is no drop 
in competition. Regionals, 
semi-state, and state all possess 
diff erent challenges.

“Every team past sectionals 
will give us diff erent challenges. 
In regionals we will probably 
play Bloomington South who is 
really good, or Center Grove has 
Trayce Jackson Davis, and all 
the Evansville teams are really 
good,” said Barnes. “If we make 
it to semi-state we will have to 
play one of the teams from Indy 
who are obviously really good. 
Th e state championship will be 
against the best team from the 
north part of the state, so it is 
a tough draw no matter what.”

But after their lone regular 
loss being to the Red Devils, 
some eyes are set on revenge. 

“I want to play Jeff  again and 
avenge our loss,” said Barnes.

While beating Jeff  is a goal, 
the ultimate goal is much bigger 
and ends in Indianapolis.

“We need to take it one game 
at a time, but hopefully we will 
win it all,” said senior Levi 
Siewert. 

Bottom Line: FC has 
proven that they are the 
most consistent team in 
Seymour’s sectional. Jeff  
lost to BNL and Evansville 
Harrison, both of whom FC 
beat, and New Albany lost 
to Jeff , and got an overtime 
win against Providence. If it 
was not for one questionable 
call, FC is 21-1 and outright 
conference champs. Th ey 
should zip through the fi rst 
round relatively easily against 
Jennings County then will 
play round two against an 
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injured New Albany team, 
also resulting in a win. Th e 
sectional championship 
should be against Jeff ; however, 
Jeff ersonville’s inconsistency 
has been their biggest fl aw and 

I expect BNL to upset them 
and play FC in the sectional 
championship.

*Additional reporting by 
Brady Beam, Ahna Cobb, and 
Courtney Combs.

SENIOR COBIE BARNES shoots a free throw to gain FC one more point in 
front of a packed FC student section at New Albany on Dec. 7.



Bagpiper: What does it feel like to fi nish up this 
season?

Joe Perkins: “Every season fi nishes with a lot 
of excitement. As we head into our championship 
meets we get to compete at a high level at the 
end of the season. It is exciting to see all of the 
work pay off .”

BP: What emotions are you feeling at this point?

JP: “A bit anxious at this point of the season. 
With the success we had at the girl’s conference it 
puts my mind at ease that we are doing the right 
things in practice to be our best at the end of the 
season. Each meet brings diff erent challenges, 
ty pically aft er the fi rst relay and couple of events 
we know we are going to be really good so that 
sett les things down for me as a coach.”

BP: What are you doing to prep for these next 
couple of weeks?

JP: “I ty pically go back over our practices from 
this season & amp; the previous season to see 
how we did and how we were working. I’ll look at 
past results from the championship meets to see 
what times looked like at those meets & I’ll look 
back at how we performed at those meets too.”

BP: What do you think will happen as this season 
ends?

JP: “We have had a very consistent season. I look 
forward to these championship meets to really 
push the kids to continue to work through practice 
and focus mentally on the end of the season. All 
things point to a great end of the season.”

Readers, 

Last issue, the story titled “Swimming team prepares 
for postseason” had inaccurate quotes on behalf of 

head coach Joe Perkins. Th is fabrication is a betrayal of the 
truth we have promised to report to you, the readers, and a 
misrepresentation of a source who gave his time for this story.  
Below this message are the correct responses made by Perkins 
in the interview. Th e Bagpiper would like to formally apologize 
for the inaccuracies reported in last issue and would like assure 
our readers that we take very seriously the responsibility of our 
job to report truthfully. 

Bagpiper staff 

Adam Hynes
Sports Editor
Meg Edwards
Sports Reporter

As the fastest swimmers 
from across the state gather 
for their fi nal competition of 
the season, athletes make fi nal 
preparations for their respective 
races. Every day of 
grueling practices 
and hard work has 
led up to these fi nal 
moments, and senior 
Noah McIntire puts 
his headphones in to 
hype him up for the 
race. 

“I am hoping to 
place top sixteen at 
state and make it back 
to fi nals for the 100 
(meter) breastroke, 
and we’re hoping to 
bring back some relays 
to state fi nals,” said 
McIntire.

Th e boys’ swimming 
and diving team has had an 
extremely strong year up to 
this point, going undefeated 
throughout the regular season. 
With high expectations entering 
every season, the boys work for 
nothing less than perfection.

“Th is season has been 
fantastic. We haven’t lost a single 
dual meet and we’re conference 
champions,” said junior Connor 
Bickel. 

While the common goal 
through every athlete is success 
and to ultimately win, the 
fashion in which every team 
accomplishes their goals diff ers 
from year to year.

“Developing as a team 
this year has been a little bit 
diff erent. We’ve been trying new 
things for a diff erent outcome, 

whether that’s a new set, practice 
schedule, or event, it’s always 
hard to see the future when the 
current outcome is diffi  cult,” 
said Bickel.

Every team has its unexpected 
challenges and bumps in the 
road, and for this team they 
have been riddled with sickness 
and a few minor injuries.

“A lot of swimmers have been 
out with injuries or sickness for 
parts of the season which kind 
of hindered some development, 
but I still feel we came out as 
a very strong team and look 
forward to the postseason,” said 
junior Nick Raymer.

One similarity from past 
years for the team is that there 
are many experienced swimmers 
and divers on this team, with a 
vast majority of the team being 
juniors and seniors.

“Th is is a very experienced 
group of kids, we’ve got a big 
senior class and a big junior class 
and they’ve done well with what 
we’ve tried to accomplish this 
year so far,” said head coach Joe 
Perkins.

While the squad is stacked 
up with upperclassmen, having 
new talented freshmen and 
sophomores brings many assets 

and lots of depth to the team.
“We have a lot more talent 

and depth this year as a team,” 
said McIntire. “Th is year is the 
best year we’ve had where we 
have a great amount of depth 
and swimmers all around.”

While the swim team is given 
extra strength by having strong 
underclassmen, the divers are 

more dependent on 
the younger athletes to 
determine their success. 
As one of two male 
divers, sophomore Evan 
Th omas plays a massive 
role in the diving team’s 
success.

“I’ve done my best to 
live up to expectations 
this year because right 
now I’m on track to go to 
state as a sophomore and 
I almost got the school 
record this year,” said 
Th omas.

While the few male divers on 
the team bring a lot to the table, 
the principle of only having two 
competitors in that fi eld brings 
initial challenges in itself.

“One of the obviously 
more challenging parts of this 
year is the fact that we don’t 
have enough boy divers, and 
with only two on the team it’s 
defi nitely been a little harder,” 
said Th omas.

While this year’s success is 
nothing out of the ordinary for 
the continuously talented team, 
there is always something that 
separates them from the rest 
each and every season.

“What really separates us this 
year is attitude. Everyone wants 
to do well and the positivity 
that the team has makes it more 
exciting,” said Bickel. “Th ere’s 
really not a day where we don’t 
have fun.”

Boys’ swim goes to state

“What really seperates us 
this year is att itude. Everyone 
wants to do well and the 
positivity  that the team has 
makes it more exciting. 

“
g.. 

Connor Bickel
junior 
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