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Th e American education 
system. We all know it quite 
well, for better or worse. 

Th is issue the Bagpiper
is discussing education in 
other parts of the world. It 
is quite interesting to see 
and compare what other 
schools do around the 
globe. In some ways, seeing 
these comparisons might 
make us jealous. Th ey also 
might spur us to want to 
make some changes to our 
own country’s education.

For one, the subject 
of much controversy: 
eliminating homework. 
Getting rid of homework 
would help give students 
the opportunity to seek 
out understanding on their 
own. Spending hours a 
night doing exactly what 
that student spent the school 
day doing is not conducive 
to healthy learning. Th e 
Bagpiper is not endorsing 
failure to spend extra 

time on a subject, but 
rather proposing that the 
stress put on students to 
get assignments done be 
terminated.

Which brings us to another 
point: students should want 
to learn. Learning is a fun 
and beautiful practice. 
Understanding a new 
concept, problem solving 
to reach a solution, working 
with others in a team 
eff ort — it all adds up to 
the core of what American 
education should be. 
However, instead, too many 
students are forced merely 
into passing; teachers give 
completion grades just 
so a student can pass the 
class; standards of learning 
have been lowered so that 
students can graduate; 
parents are contacted and 
students are required to do 
work. 

Graduating from high 
school is not bad. A 

high school education is 
important. But forcing 
students to learn when 
they are not ready helps no 
one. Students must fi nd 
motivation to learn on their 
own terms. Otherwise, 
they graduate without the 
motivation to get what they 
want out of their futures. 
Does that not defeat the 
purpose of learning? 

American education 
currently leans more toward 
passing than anything 
else. Standardized tests 
are examples of this. 
Curriculum panders to 
tests instead of what should 
necessarily be taught. Th e 
curriculum is skewed.

Th ese fl aws are not 
directly the fault of teachers, 
administrators, or students. 
However, we all indirectly 
add to the problem. Even 
though we have all been 
trained to pass, we have 
failed the greatest test of all: 

we have failed our nation’s 
youth. 

We allow fl aws we 
see to continue without 
obstruction. We need to 
act. If we are not happy 
with the education system 
as it stands currently, how 
about we change it. Email 
legislators, call our school 
board. Do not fail to let 
them know what is wrong 
with the standard.

We are a generation 
taught to pass, so let us 
pass legislation to change 
our schools for the better. 
Let us make learning an 
amazing experience again. 
Let us do our homework on 
what is actually conducive 
to a successful educational 
facility. At the Bagpiper, 
we are tired of failing our 
generation and our own 
futures. Let us ask ourselves: 
are we ready to take on this 
group project? If so, time to 
ace it.
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The purpose of the Bagpiper is 
to truthfully report the news to 
our readers and to engage the 
audience in a variety  of online and 
print media. We strive to provide 
the meaning and signifi cance 
behind all news, making visual 
connections between events and 
the readers. Above all, we aim 
to uphold the ethical standards 
we see in the professional fi eld 
while serving all faculty , staff , 
students, and the community .

Education system must change


