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High school is a very 
important time in a young 
person’s life. At this time, 
students are trying new hobbies, 
meeting new people, and 
getting everything together 
before college. Every student has 
something to do that is crucial 
to their future.

“Students are at the age now 
where they are growing into the 
person they are going to be as an 
adult. It is really interesting to 
step back and watch that from 
when students start as freshman 
up to their seniors year,” said 
radio and TV teacher Brian 
Shaw.

Every high schooler has 
heard numerous stories and 
rumors from older siblings, 
family, and upperclassmen. It 
often makes the beginning of 
the year scary and intimidating, 

but as the year goes on, they are 
capable of adapt and creating 
their own stories. 

“I’d heard about high school 
from my band friends mainly,” 
said freshman Evan Peach. 
“My school year has been 
a lot better than I thought, 
especially because there 
really wasn’t much more 
homework than before.”

As students look back 
on the year and refl ect, they 
often realize how much 
they have changed, either 
physically, mentally, or 
emotionally. Th ey remember 
the friends they have made 
and the stories they have 
shared with their fellow 
classmates, and that is what 
makes each school year diff erent 
and special.

“I see a lot of character and 
responsibility growth. When 
you start the year, everyone is 
trying to grasp the norms of 
their classes, but as they progress 
through the year they grow into 

more responsible young adults,” 
said Shaw.

For teachers, students come 
and go. Teachers begin each 
year with a fresh set of students 

to make memories with. Just as 
kids look back on their years in 
school, teachers do as well. 

“I went to Floyd Central 
High School and I came from a 
very small private school. I was 
nervous because it was so much 
bigger than my old school and 

I only knew a few people,” said 
math teacher Valerie Huber.

Th ink back to freshman year, 
a new year with a brand new 
school, and lots of activities 

and classes to be 
in and new people 
to talk to. While it 
is often exciting to 
the new students, 
some incoming 
freshmen worry 
about entering high 
school. Because of 
this, many students 
feel a mixture of 
several emotions. 

“I was expecting 
it to be a lot harder 
than middle school 
and I didn’t think 

I’d have any free time because 
I’d be doing homework and 
studying,” said Peach.

Some freshmen have 
upperclassmen siblings or 
friends. Th is gives them the 
opportunity to have some 
knowledge about diff erent 

teachers and classes at FC. Th eir 
older peers can them advice as 
they go into freshman year. 

“I was told by multiple 
people that high school would 
be diffi  cult, but that [it came 
with] a lot of wonderful 
opportunities,” said freshman 
Erin Fletcher.

Despite the intimidation of 
more responsibilities, harder 
classes, and being around older 
students, Fletcher has discovered 
that high school is actually a lot 
better than she expected. 

“I had been so prepared for it 
to be extremely challenging, but 
really as long as I pay attention 
and stay organized, things are 
made easier,” said Fletcher.

Freshman year can be a 
challenge for some. As students 
are transitioning from middle 
school to high school, they 
notice that the classes get harder 
and the amount of extra work 
signifi cantly increases. Th e 
amount of responsibilities that 
are placed on their shoulders in 

“Start your college search 
early and try to have all 
your standardized testing 
done by junior year.

“

Cooper Smith
senior
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so little time can cause a lot of 
stress.

“I think a lot of students 
really learn how to study as 
freshmen, and their study skills 
improve over the years,” said 
Huber. “Freshman teachers 
have to also teach students how 
to study and as they become 
seniors they can study more 
independently.”

Sophomore year can be fun, 
but defi nitely more stressful 
than freshman year. Sophomores 
know what to expect out of high 
school, and can set expectations 
for themselves to do better 
and stay on top of their 
grades.

“Going into this year, my 
expectations [for myself ] 
were to get good grades and 
have fun,” said sophomore 
David Collins. “I was excited 
about [my second year of ] 
marching band, and there 
wasn’t anything I was scared 
of.”

According to sophomore 
Gillian Mings, she did not 
expect anything diff erent 
from freshman year, but she was 
told sophomore year would be 
the hardest. 

“[Everyone] said that 
sophomore year is going to be 
the hardest year academically,” 
said Mings.

As a student progresses 
through high school, he or 
she gets to uncover more 
opportunities for freedom and 
responsibility. 

“I was excited to meet 
new people, go get a job and 
get my license and feel more 
independent making my own 
money. I was afraid of stress 
piling up, though, but so far it 
hasn’t been so bad,” said junior 
Nicole Holland. 

Students also often fi nd more 
effi  cient ways to be a productive 
student by their junior year. 

Th ey fi nd new strategies for 
studying, organizing, and 
sticking to their schedule. 

“I’ve become so much better 
at organizing and fi guring out 
schedules. It’s gotten a lot easier 
for me overall. I feel like what 
I have going for me now is 
good and it works for me,” said 
Holland. 

By junior year, the majority of 
students have gotten used to the 
high energy bursting through the 
hallways. Th e crowded spaces, 
time-consuming workload, and 
overall stress of being a high 

schooler is no longer a new or 
overwhelming situation.

“I’ve gotten acquainted to 
the mass amounts of people, and 
used to the hustle and bustle [of 
high school],” said junior Cade 
Ruckman.

Senior year is last, but not 
least. Seniors can expect a lot 
of work. It can feel like a rush 
of stress and excitement when 
fi nishing required classes and 
credits, applying for colleges, 
and planning for their futures. 

“Th is year I was expecting 
a harder work load, especially 
with college admissions to deal 
with in the fi rst semester,” said 
senior Cooper Smith. “I was 
excited to see where I’d be going 
[this] year, but I was worried 
about the increased workload.”

Senior year is often seen as 

the most exciting year for a 
student. It is their fi nal year to 
make high school memories 
before going off  to college or 
going into a career.

“I was expecting a lot of 
great things. I was excited to 
be starting in a new school 
with a lot of great programs 
and opportunities - specifi cally 
in music. Th e music programs 
have defi nitely exceeded my 
expectations, and I am thankful 
to be a part of it,” said senior 
Tatum Lynch. 

A popular problem for seniors 
is the infamous 
“senioritis,” a 
feeling where 
seniors just want 
to be done with 
school. Often, 
incoming seniors 
are informed about 
senioritis by past 
years’ seniors. 

“Several former 
seniors had 
warned me about 
senioritis. It hasn’t 
aff ected me, yet,” 

said Smith. “I want to avoid 
senioritis [second] semester. 
Th at’ll require continuing to 
work hard and stay proactive.”

Out of the entire school, 
seniors have experienced the 
most. Th ey can give the most 
advice to all of the  students in 
high school or going into their 
freshman year. Smith has some 
of his own advice.

“Start your college search 
early and try to have all of your 
standardized testing done by the 
end of junior year,” said Smith.

Seniors especially are the 
ones who look back on high 
school. As they begin to fi nish 
up their classes, check that they 
have all of their required credits, 
and fi nish planning their college 
years, they plan how they will 
use their high school experiences 

in the future.
“By participating in several 

teams, clubs, and organizations, 
I was able to be a part of several 
very diff erent friend groups,” 
said Smith. “As I look back, 
I’ve defi nitely enjoyed my high 
school years. I will be attending 
Wabash College in the fall and 
studying economics, and I will 
take my experiences from the IB 

program with me.”
High school requires a lot of 

adapting and responsibility, but 
students are able to refl ect at 
the end of each year and fi gure 
out what works best for them 
in order to be successful in the 
future.

“I’ve matured, and realized 
that this is easy,” said Ruckman. 
“It just takes a little hard work.” 

Helpful Tips with Radio/
TV teacher Brian Shaw
Bagpiper: Do you have any tips for the 
students at FC?

Brian Shaw: “For freshmen, don’t feel the 
pressure to know what your future is right 
now. School, parents, and life itself puts a lot 
of pressure on you to know what you want to 
do when you graduate. As a freshman, it is 
really not that important. Freshman year of 
high school should be spent exploring. Find 
out who you are as a person and what you 
like. If you don’t have everything fi gured out, 
know it’s okay.

“For sophomores, sophomore [year] should 
be a year of refl ection. What did you do your 
freshman year? Did you fi gure out who you 
are and who you want to be? You have an 
idea of who you are. Figure out who you want 
to be and where you want to go.

“For juniors, by junior year you should start to 
make a plan. You now have fi gured out who 
you are, who you want to be, and you have 
refl ected on your last two years. Spend a 
decent amount of time formulating a plan for 
your future.

“For seniors, senior year is when you kick it 
into overdrive. You should now have a plan 
and be ready to use it. Apply to colleges and 
know what you want to do. If you have a 
plan, you are more likely to have a successful 
future.”

“I think a lot of students 
really learn how to study 
as freshmen and their 
study skills improve over 
the years.

“
over over 

Valerie Huber
math teacher


