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Team managers work behind the scenes
As the athletic program works towards success, the untold work of volunteer students makes a signifi cant impact 

Ahna Cobb
Assistant Sports Editor

Managers bustle around 
prepping the scene for the girls’ 
volleyball match. Senior Mason 
Gamero fi lls up the waters while 
his brother, sophomore Logan 
Gamero, rolls out the ball carts. 
As the players are warming up, 
junior Cole Gibson sets up the 
iPad to keep statistics for the 
game. 

“Th ere’s a lot of jobs that 
come with being a manager. At 
games, we fi ll up water bottles, 
take ball carts, do stats, pack-up 
the bus, and fi lm the match,” 
said Cole. “We just help out 
the team and do what the coach 
asks us to.”

Th e crowd and the players 
seemingly almost forget how 
much each manager really 
does. No one really notices the 
managers but they bring a lot 
to the table. Aside from games, 
they also serve an important role 
at practice.

“As a manager, we have 
to make sure practice runs 
smoothly. We shag balls, fi ll 
waters, and set up drills,” said 
Logan. “Sometimes we run the 

drills and have to hit down balls 
at the players.”

Th e volleyball managers are a 
huge help and it benefi ts them 
because most of them play a 
sport themselves. Every girls’ 
volleyball manager plays on 
the boys’ volleyball team or on 
a club team. Th e touches and 
repetition they get during their 
off  season are valuable.

“It’s really benefi cial because 
you get to be with more coaches 
and you learn from diff erent 
people which is good for 
experience,” said Mason. “It’s 
nice because I have enough 
experience to help them run the 
drills and give them pointers if 
they need them.”

Th e Gamero family has quite 
the background when it comes 
to volleyball. Both the brothers, 
Mason and Logan, have been 
around volleyball pretty much 
since they were born. Th eir 
mom, Casey Gamero, played 
for UofL, competed overseas 
on the USA Continental team, 
played on her local club team 
that ended up fi nishing second 
at nationals, and has been 
coaching for over 20 years and 
is now serving as an assistant 
coach at FC.

“I’ve always had my mom 

around for these past 10 years as 
a coach so seeing her at the girls 
practice is really no diff erent,” 
said Mason. “She coached my 
travel team and I’m used to her 
coaching style.”

His younger brother also 
enjoys having his mom around 
because he trusts her experience 
and advice that she can share 
with the players. She worked 
with the underclassmen to 
improve their game but also 
played an important role in 
training the hitters on the 
varsity team. 

“It’s nice having my mom 
around because she knows what 
she’s talking about and she can 
take control of the practice if she 
needs to,” said Logan.

Th ere’s one more Gamero 
that also attends practice 
regularly, and that’s seventh 
grader Izzy Gamero. She is the 
youngest of the Gamero’s and 
also a future FC volleyball player 
herself. As you can imagine, the 
dynamic is diff erent or Izzy 
considering she is the younger 
sister.

“Being around my brothers 
at practice is sometimes a good 
or bad thing because it’s nice to 
have someone else in the family 
to help me improve my skills 
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coach during a timeout at the girls’ basketball game last weekend.

freshman
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Hunchman

“Managers 
come to our 
practices and 
games and 
help us keep 
stats at our 
basketball 
games.

“
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In what ways have your managers assisted the team?
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Seth Burks

“The managers 
take stress of 
the coaches by 
making sure 
everything 
is set up for 
practices and 
games.

“

andand senior
Bison Pirtle

“They do the 
water and set 
up equipment. 
They do all the 
stuff  we can’t 
do because 
were putt ing on 
our pads.

“
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“Our manager 
helps us 
because they 
allow us to 
move through 
soccer practice 
quicker and 
more effi  ciently.

“
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Cassie 
Thomerson

“They played 
with the 
coaches 
when we 
scrimmaged 
and they 
pushed us 
to get bett er. 

“
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at home or practice,” said Izzy. “Th e other side to that is 
sometimes when I mess up they will be dramatic and act like 
it was the worst thing they’ve ever seen, but overall I’m glad 
I can share the experience with the players..”

While some of the other managers have been managing 
for a couple years, this was Cole’s fi rst year. He was recruited 
by assistant coach Kerrie Robinson because she liked his 
game and his attitude during FC boys’ volleyball season.

“My fi rst year has been a lot of fun and a lot of laughs. 
Being there helped me improve my own volleyball,” said 
Cole. “I’ve learned to stay 
positive and don’t get down 
on yourself when you make a 
mistake.”

Managing is special because 
the managers are just as much a 
part of the team as the players. 
Th ey spend the same hours 
working at practice and like to 
see the same results come out at 
game time.

“Th e perk of being a 
manager is feeling like you’re 
on a team that’s family,” said 
senior Laiken Lancaster. “All 
throughout my years with FCVB I have become very close 
friends with the upperclassmen and underclassmen, a lot of 
them I am still friends with today.”

A lot of times athletes who get injured become a manager, 
and that was the case for freshman Ethan Oliver. An injury 
can put a player out for an entire season, and the same did 
for him.

“A lot of times we supervised the team and washed 
pennies. I was only a manager for one year because I was 
injured,” said Oliver. “My favorite part of the season was 
actually all of it because it’s just really fun to be there and 
involved. Th is year was pretty easy going, simple, and I just 
enjoyed it.”

Just because a manager isn’t out there on the court playing 

the game, that doesn’t mean they aren’t just as much part 
of the team as the players. Each of them has some sort of 
connection with the sport they manage, which brings them 
closer to the team. Senior Ashlyn Waterbury once played on 
the girls’ basketball team, but unfortunately was told by her 
neurologist that she could no longer play. 

“I didn’t want to completely leave the team so I served 
as a manager and now I’m kind of like a team mom,” said 
Waterbury. “I record the book during the JV game, I make 
sure all the girls have water, and I spend a lot of time around 

the girls and it’s really fun.”
In addition to Waterbury, 

sophomore Keeton Gibson also 
manages the team. Her dad, 
Shane Gibson, became a coach 
and that became an opportunity 
for her to be a manager. Despite 
her younger siblings playing for 
many previous years, this is her 
fi rst year being a manager.

“I typically record the games 
or do the clock. Sometimes, if 
Ashlyn’s not there I will do the 
book,” said Keeton. “My fi rst 
year has been really fun. I enjoy 

the team’s atmosphere and getting to go to the team dinners 
with them.”

Th e work of managers goes year round for almost all teams, 
including a very important group on the football team. Th e 
job of a football manager is diff erent from most and consists 
of a lot of challenging tasks. Sophomore Michael Fowler is 
loving the job so far and is enjoying helping out the players 
any way that he can. When the players are gearing up and 
getting ready to play, a manager must make sure everything 
is ready and set to go for the game. 

“You go in and you set up practice, fi lm the players during 
drills, and you make sure they have water and everything 
they need,” said Fowler. 

Th ere are a lot of good memories that come from the 
season. After the 
grueling games, 
sometimes in the 
pouring down rain, the 
football team likes to 
cool down and go out 
on a team dinner.

“You always get to 
go out on the team 
dinners,” said Fowler. 
“We’re treated like a 
player and embraced 
as a part of the family 
which is amazing to be 
a part of.” 
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“We have to make sure 
practice runs smoothly. 
Sometimes we run the drills 
and have to hit down balls 
at the players.

“

Logan Gamero
sophomore

 Editor’s Note: All scores and records are 
as of the morning of Tuesday, Jan. 22. 

BOYS’ BASKETBALL (13-2)

Last game- Win (65-40) @ Jennings 

County

Next game- Tonight @ Seymour 

GIRLS’ BASKETBALL (8-13)

Last game- Loss (39-33) vs. Corydon 

Central

Next game- Tuesday vs. Jennings 

County

BOYS’ SWIMMING & DIVING 

(7-0)

Last meet- Win @ New Albany 

Next meet- Conference tournament 

tomorrow @ Seymour

GIRLS’ SWIMMING & DIVING 

(7-0)

Last meet- Win @ New Albany 

Next meet- Sectional preliminaries 

next Th ursday at home

WRESTLING

Last meet- Conference tournament @ 

Jeff ersonville High School

Next meet-Individual sectionals @ 

Southridge High School tomorrow 

BOWLING

Last match- Regional round in 

Bloomington @ “Bloomington Classic 

Lanes” (Drew Cromwell 15th of 56)

SCORECARD

Sam Haney/The Bagpiper


