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Th e crack of a snare drum 
breaks through the energized 
shouting of the Kilt Krew. 
Senior Brayden Payne bounces 
and plays with fellow baritone 
section members as the band 
cheerfully plays the fi ght song. 
Everyone in the gym starts to 
clap on beat with the band until 
they fi nish with a loud and 
proud, “FC!” Th e basketball 
game is about to begin. 

Pep band has been at boys’ 
and girls’ games for years. Th e 
pep band plays to entertain and 
get students and locals hyped up 
for the upcoming or ongoing 

game. 
“Pep band is basically a 

fun way for us to perform at 
basketball games,” said freshman 
Corbin Kiesler.

Many band students consider 
pep band as their favorite of all 
the band ensembles due to the 
fl exibility and care-freeness of 
the group.

“Pep band is diff erent than 
marching band for me because 
pep band is a lot more relaxing 
than marching band [or other 
ensembles],” said Payne. “Th ere 
aren’t any competitions and 
those are really intense and 
tiring.” 

Although pep band seems 
like just a goofy time, much 
more eff ort goes into it. For 
each section and song, there are 

diff erent little traditions.
“At the beginning of [‘Jungle 

Boogie’], the band screams at the 
top of their lungs,” said junior 
Lindy Lawerence. “It causes the 
entire gym to quickly turn their 
heads at us, wondering what is 
going on. It’s a part of the song, 
but always causes a hilarious 
reaction from the crowd.”

Along with the fun little 
traditions, an abundance of the 
student’s memories are made at 
these games.

“Th e best and most vivid 
memory I [have] had during 
pep band would be last year 
during the home New Albany 
game,” said junior Lainey Noles. 
“Th ere were hundreds of people 
there cheering on our team on 
which made our playing loud 

and spirited.”
While the band members 

come to games with the 
purpose to perform music, 
many members also enjoy the 
basketball games.

“I enjoy watching the 
games with my friends,” said 
sophomore Mark Lowney. “Th e 
close games can get really intense 
and it’s always fun to cheer when 
we start to pull ahead.”

With pep band being a 
regular occurrence, the freshmen 
get to spend more time with the 
upperclassmen they are not able 
to see as frequently.

“Th e reason I originally 
joined pep band was because 
I liked the people that I spent 
time with during marching 
band season and quite a few 

were joining pep band,” said 
Kiesler.

Many students at FC may 
not recognize how much these 
musicians give up to participate 
in groups like marching band or 
pep band.

“I feel like the pep band and 
even marching band should get 
more credit,” said Noles. “We 
choose to miss out on being in 
the student section and do our 
job to entertain the crowd.”

As the winning shot of the 
game is made, assistant director 
Briston Hatchell begins to 
conduct the band in another 
rendition of the school fi ght 
song. Pep band members 
happily bounce around and 
fi nish with their signature loud 
and proud “FC!”
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FRESHMAN CHARLIE ROUTION plays trumpet as the pep band performs during half time and time outs at the girls’ basketball game against Bedford North Lawrence on Jan. 14.
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