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NAFC adjusts attendance boundary lines
District borders are being shift ed to help with overpopulation in Grant Line Elementary, Mount Tabor Elementary schools

Abby Brown
News Reporter

In eff orts to relieve potential  overcrowding 
in elementary schools, the New Albany-
Floyd County school district has decided to 
introduce a plan to rearrange district lines, 
a process called “redistricting.” Th rough 
this process, the areas of land within certain 
districts may be grouped into other districts, in 
order to introduce students into schools that 
will better accommodate their geographical 
needs. 

With the building of new elementary 
school Slate Run, relocating students to 
better fi t the size and locations of schools has 
become a priority, but many other factors also 
come into play when referring to motives for 
changing lines.

 “We really just looked at the proximity 
to Slate Run. Th ere are three basic areas that 
are coming into Slate Run. Two of those 
areas have previously been Slate Run before. 
It’s just proximity to the school. We didn’t 
want long distances to be inconvenient. And, 
for economic reasons, for our buses. We 
wanted to get kids to school, and obviously, 
the closer to the school, the better. We want 
short bus routes,” said Bill Briscoe, assistant 
superintendent of the New Albany-Floyd 
County school system. 

With any change in school systems, there is a presence 
of opposition from those hesitant to accept a new policy. 
However, the aff ected schools plan on doing anything 
they can to help students adjust. 

“Th e kids leaving us to go to Slate Run are going 
to be in a brand new school. I know that school will 
welcome them and help them adjust and make friends. 
Th ere’ll be opportunities for them to visit the school 
prior to the start of school,” said Scott Hughes, principal 
of Mount Tabor Elementary. 

Alongside making students feel welcome, the 
elementary schools assure that they will do their best to 
assist students struggling to assimilate into the group.

“We truly believe that the vast majority will be happy 
with this change and we will work sit down with parents 
if their child is not adjusting. Our middle schools and 

elementary schools, with their teachers, principals and 
counselors, are very caring, so we’ll make sure the kids 
are meeting new friends, or if they’re not, counselors will 
do their best,” said Briscoe.

However, if parents are still uncomfortable with their 
student changing schools, they have the opportunity to 
remain at the school to which they feel accustomed, but 
may face diffi  culties with transportation.  

“Traditionally, when we redistrict, families are 
allowed to not transfer. Like, if their student has been at 
Grant Line, and they’d want to keep at Grant Line. Th e 
hard part is transportation wouldn’t be provided. But 
they can stay in school. We would, 99.9 percent of the 
time, grant that request,” said Briscoe.

Th ough these changes are unfamiliar, they provide 
many opportunities for students. With the new district 

lines, students will be spread out across several schools, 
allowing for a stronger student-teacher connection. 

“Th e positive is that they’ll be going to another 
school. It’s certainly going to be a very nice facility with 
amazing administration, teachers, and staff  there, so I 
feel like they’re going to a very good place,” said Hughes.

With Slate Run Elementary starting up next year, 
many students will have the chance to take advantage 
of new technology. Th is, of course, will help to provide 
them with learning tools they have not previously 
gotten a chance to use. Th e new school brings many 
opportunities for the incoming students. 

“We wanted more kids and more families to have the 
opportunity to go. It’s going to be a beautiful school,” 
said Briscoe. “We want kids and families to have that 
experience.”
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ABOUT THE MAP: Grant Line Elementary population A, B, and C to be moved to Slate Run Elementary population. Indicated Mount Tabor 
Elementary population to be moved to Slate Run Elementary population.


