
New York, 1886. Th e Statue of 
Liberty is placed on what is now Ellis 
Island, standing tall and promising 
freedom to all who see it. But promises 
are broken, people are ripped apart, 
and the notion of freedom has become 
something unrecognizable. 

America is often referred to as 
a country that has been built with 
immigration. What we are taught in 
history is that Native Americans came 
over a land bridge chasing buff alo and 
settled down in the unclaimed land. Years 
later, white settlers came and divided 
the country into colonies, forcefully 
removing the Natives from their homes 
and committing mass genocide against 
the people who welcomed them with 
open arms. Today, the ancestors of those 
settlers are very opposed to someone 
from the outside entering “their country,” 
which they have never owned in the fi rst 
place. 

But is it really just anyone entering 
the country? Th e diff erence in treatment 
when we look at how our country is 
reacting to immigrants from the Mexican 
border, while at the same time welcoming 
white Europeans, is startling.

Th e media’s depiction of immigrants 
are usually Mexicans crossing the border 
illegally, most times with ill intent. 
Th roughout history, people have come 
across the border, following the promise 
of freedom for all people, and are met 
with disdain and prejudice.                    

“In the U.S., a common charge is 

that immigrants do not pay taxes and 
do not contribute to Social Security; 
yet they benefi t from public services 
such as public education, welfare, food 
stamps, and Medicaid,” an article, 
“What are the Predominant Stereotypes 
about Immigrants Today?”, stated in Re-
Imagining Migration. 

Several media sources tell us that 
immigrants bring crime rates up, create 
gangs, and commit acts against humanity. 
Our president confi rms this, giving 
several speeches against immigrants and 
the atrocities they carry out:

“Protecting our workers means 
reforming our system of legal 
immigration. Th e current, outdated 
system depresses wages for our poorest 
workers, and puts great pressure on 
taxpayers.”

However, these accusations are, to use 
Trump’s words against him, fake news.

“Th e charge that immigrants hurt the 
economy, depress wages and abuse basic 
social services is, again, contrary to the 
empirical evidence,” the article in Re-
Imagining Migration stated. 

Th e reality is that immigrants are 
less likely to commit crimes than people 
who were born in the country. In 
between 1990 and 2013 the immigrant 
population grew to 13.1 percent, while 
the rates for violent crime declined about 
48 percent, and the property crime rate 
went down to 41 percent. 

Another article, “White Americans 
Peg ‘Illegal’ Immigrants By Country 
Of Origin”, shows that some white 
Americans believe that a person is an 
illegal immigrant just based off  the 
country they came from. Th ese countries 
included Mexico, El Salvador, Syria, and 
Somalia, among others. But the study 
showed that people are less likely to think 
that immigrants from Europe or Asia 

were coming illegally. 
“It found that white Americans seldom 

suspect European and Asian immigrants 
of being in the country illegally, even 
though undocumented immigrants from 
these regions now constitute almost 20 
percent of the nation’s undocumented 
immigrant population of about 11 
million,” the article stated. “Likewise, the 
study found immigrants from violence-
torn El Salvador, many of whom have 
been granted the right to remain in the 
United States on a temporary basis, are 
signifi cantly more likely to be suspected 
of illegality and reported to authorities, 
as compared to immigrants from Canada 
or Italy.” 

But what really defi nes a person 
as illegal? How can a human being, 
someone who has a life and mind as 
complex as ours, be considered less 
because of where they were born? Most 
“illegal” immigrants are just people 
trying to escape a harmful situation, and 
then they are punished for it. 

USA Today published an article in 
which they addressed the declining state 
of countries below the southern border, 
titled “Th ousands of immigrants pass 
through the southern border. Why are 
they fl eeing their home countries?”

“Th is isn’t about immigrants chasing 
the American dream anymore,” 
Sofi a Martinez, a Guatemala-based 
analyst for the International Crisis 
Group, told the Associated Press. 
“It’s about escaping a death 
sentence.”

Several Hispanic 
countries are violently 
out of control, with 
homicide and domestic 
violence rates through 
the roof.

On Nov. 25, 2018, 

a peaceful protest spiraled out of control 
when the protesters, in an eff ort to evade 
the Mexican police, rushed towards the 
U.S. border. Th e United States enforcers 
sprayed tear gas at protesters, some of 
who had children. 

With today’s immigration opinions 
based on stereotypes and racism rather 
than fact, people from other countries 
are subjected to bigotry we cannot even 
dream of. It is time to end the cycle of 
hate that has followed them. Th is cannot 
be solved with a simple “sorry” like an 
elementary school playground. Th is is 
not kindergarten, 
this is real life 
and decades 
of massacres, 
segregation, and 
other forms of 
abuse cannot be 
solved with an 
apology. We have 
to acknowledge the 
problem, and fi ght 
against the source.            
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