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As her goggles get tightened, 

the straps of her Speedo technical 

suit are adjusted, and the fresh 

mint smell of the infamous “rub 

down” fi lls the air, senior Lauren 

Th ompson prepares for her last 

few races swimming for FC. 

“It’s bittersweet to see this 

season come to a close. I know 

I’ve put in my best eff orts and 

done well, but this team is my 

family,” said Th ompson.

With the winter sports 

wrapping up within the next few 

weeks, FC’s swim team begins 

to buckle down. Athletes and 

competitors look forward to the 

fi nale of their swimming season 

with the arrival of boys’ and 

girls’ conference and sectionals.

 “From the beginning of the 

season, we train for the end 

goal of winning sectionals and 

conference,” said senior Jaxon 

Bierman. “We started this 

season with the end in mind. All 

of our training has led up to this 

moment.”

As their season comes to 

a close, FC boys’ and girls’ 

swimming teams come together 

to take on their individual 

races and relays alike. Last year, 

both teams walked away with 

conference and sectional wins 

and are eager to continue their 

winning streak. 

“Last year both teams raced 

extremely well and took both 

conference and sectional wins. 

Th ey’ve grown throughout this 

season, even more than the last,  

and I expect them to keep up 
their winning streak,” said head 
coach Joe Perkins. 

Both teams did have a 
spectacular season last year, but 
they will not be content with 
just another win. Th e team 
aspires to achieve more than the 
titles. 

“Even with our wins last 
year, individuals and relays can 
be faster and we never want 
to settle. I’m really excited to 
see what happens this season 
at conference and sectionals 
because I feel that many people 
are going to swim faster than 
before,” said Th ompson.

Both groups of athletes have 
been on top of their practices 
and going back through the 
motions. Perkins said that the 
team will often swim previous 
practices from throughout the 
season and from past years.

“When it gets to this point, 
we do a lot of our old practices 
and I compare their sucess. 
It’s important to evaluate each 
swimmer so I can put them in 
races that will benefi t the team 
as a whole,” said Perkins.

Taking on conference and 
sectionals can be scary, but 
both boys and girls feel more 
excitement than anything.

“My motivation, going into 
conference and sectionals, is 
probably looking forward to the 
satisfaction of winning a close 
race. I know my team needs me, 
so I try my best perform really 
well and improve my times and 
help us win,” said junior Carson 
Huber.

Perkins is very confi dent 

in his team and has high 
expectations for the conclusion 
of their season. It is important 
to him that all his swimmers do 
well collectively to earn their 
places on the podium. 

“I want all my athletes to 
perform their best. Like any 
other coach, it’s important to 
me that my team excels. For 
this year, we need to keep our 
heads up and reclaim what we 
deserve,” said Perkins. 

Winning is all they dream 
about as a team, but taking the 
gold is not the only motivation 
for them. Th ey are also pushed 
by their teammates. Th ey help 
each other and succeed together.  

“My motivation is the 
people. I wouldn’t come to 
swim if I didn’t have the people 
there,” said Bierman. “I’ve been 
doing this for four years, putting 
up with every diffi  cult set, and 
working hard because of the 
people on this team.”

Th e ending of a season brings 
high hopes to every swimmer 
up on the blocks. Excitement 
and adrenaline fi ll the room. 
Conference and sectionals 
excite them and with all their 
hard work and motivation to 
succeed, nothing can stop them.

“I love my team and the 
environment around me in 
and out of the pool with them. 
Swimming is something I 
love and the team and coaches 
make it 10 times better,” said 
sophomore Bernadette Mueller. 
“We all have worked hard to 
win and get better and we will 
continue to work hard on the 
path to sectionals.”
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JUNIOR CARSON HUBER practices butt erfl y techniques in preparation for the meet against New Albany on Jan. 19. 

Swimming team prepares for postseason
Aft er an undefeated season, the boys’ and girls’ swim teams are gett ing ready and have high hopes for their fi nal meets
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For a winter sports mid-season update, go to fchsbagpiper.wordpress.com.


