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The holidays, although 
festive and fun, can also bring 
stress to those who struggle 
to provide for their families. 
Some are forced to turn to local 
charities for donations. 

“During the holidays, you 
begin seeing the homeless 
going to shelters because they 
get cold when the weather 
changes,” said Student Council 
sponsor Samantha Poindexter. 
“There are so many families 
that want to be able to provide 
for Thanksgiving and Christmas 
and just in general.”

Because of  this issue, FC 
participates in many charities 
that give to those in need 
during the holidays. Charities 
like the Student Council’s 
Two Can Tuesday, Fellowship 
of  Christian Athletes’ [FCA] 
Operation Christmas Child, and 
Floyd Central Dance Marathon 
help to provide items needed 
during this time of  year. 

Student Council’s Two 
Can Tuesday

The Can Drive is a tradition 
that Student Council has 
continued to participate in for 
over fi ve years. 

“We always do a Can Drive 
during the holidays because 
there are so many people in 
need,” said Poindexter. “It really 
helps out the community to 
have the extra, so I think the 
Can Drive is really important 
to help those in need. When 
you’re hungry, you don’t think 
the same way you do if  you’re 

full and warm. Food is an 
essential need.”

Every year, the recipients 
of  the cans collected varies, 
depending on the need of  
organizations in this area.

“This year we are 
donating to multiple food 
pantries and food banks, 
including Graceland 
Church and Northside 
Christian Church,” said 
Student Council president 
Sara Brown. “It makes me 
proud of  my school that 
we can bring in hundreds 
of  cans to help the hungry 
during winter.”

As a school, our large size 
makes collecting thousands 
of  cans an easy task. The 
teachers and students can 
work together to reach the 
drive’s collection goal.

“If  we could get every 
student to bring in two 
cans each. We have 1800 
students, so that would be 
3600,” said Poindexter. “We 
could even get the teachers 
involved and every teacher bring 
in cans. We’re already looking at 
another 200 to 300 cans right 
there. It can be cans or non-
perishables, like mac-n-cheese 
or Ramen noodles. Anything 
that won’t expire or is raw.”

FC’s Can Drive helps 
hundreds of  community 
members in an action as easy as 
reaching into your cabinet and 
bringing in a few cans of  food.

FCA’s Operation 
Christmas Child

“Operation Christmas Child 
is a Samaritan’s Purse project 

that collects shoeboxes fi lled 
with toys, school supplies, and 
hygiene items to send-along 
with the good news of  Jesus 
Christ,” said FCA leader Carly 
Conway. “They’re delivered to 
kids around the world stricken 
of  poverty, war disaster, natural 
disaster, famine, and disease.”

This organization has its 
warehouse and headquarters 
based out of  North Carolina. 
So, once FCA has packed up 
their boxes, they will be sent 
there, and then around the 
world. 

“They go literally around 
the world. We know a boy even 
received one in the Dominican 

Republic,” said FCA sponsor 
Mark McKay. 

Each box is fi lled with items 
that seem unsubstantial to many, 
but to those living in poverty, 
to receive everyday items is a 
blessing.

“We collected things like 
toiletry items, so soap, shampoo, 
or toothbrushes. Things that 
a lot of  people don’t have 
access to. That’s one category,” 
said McKay. “Another is craft 
supplies, or different activities 
for kids. The third is a toy, so 
it could be a stuffed animal or 
soccer ball.”

The boxes were packed on 
Tuesday, Nov. 13, and the FCA 

was able to put together 21 
boxes.

“It was a huge success,” said 
Conway. “It was so great to see 
FCA come together to pack the 
boxes and pray for the kids who 
would receive them.”

The charities at FC, although 
collecting for different things, 
all have the same goal: to help 
those in need. Participating in 
these organizations will help 
towards the greater good. 

“I’ve loved helping out in the 
different charities at school and 
church,” said Conway. “Most of  
the families have so little, and 
our donations may be the only 
Christmas present they receive.”

Friday, Dec. 7, 2018 Page 3NEWS

FC students give back during the holidays
School clubs become involved with charities that fundraise for Floyd County  community , as well as around the world

To read about Floyd Central’s Dance Marathon and a Q&A  about Miles for Merry Miracles, go to fchsbagpiper.wordpress.com.
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