
Friday, Dec. 7, 2018Page 14 FORUM

Restrictions harm environment
When the school 

corporation set perimeters 
for internet on school 
devices, they surely had 
the intention of  preventing 
students from accessing 
inappropriate websites at 
school and of  keeping their 
technological reputation 
clean. However, the locks 
set in place have become 
more than a precaution. 
They have become a barrier.

Countless times, a student 
will say they cannot access 
a site because it has been 
blocked by the school. In 
some cases, such as with 
social media, the reasoning 
behind that blocking can 
be understood. Obviously, 
the people in charge of  
our safety do not want us 
on open forums. However, 
does Yahoo Answers 
really need to be blocked? 
Defi nitely not.

It extends beyond 
the simple blockage of  
websites. Upon closer 

inspection of  the settings 
set on the school iPads, 
there are 31 restrictions 
set in each device. Many 
of  the restrictions are 
defi nitely fair. “Erotica in 
iBooks not allowed” makes 
sense. “Explicit content not 
allowed” is a good one, too. 
“AirDrop not allowed” also 
seems — wait. AirDrop? 
But it makes it so easy to 
share information on class 
projects. “Removing apps 
not allowed?” It is not very 
egregious, but seems… 
odd. It would help reduce 
clutter on devices.

Frankly, though, all of  
that can be dealt with. After 
all, none of  that is a show-
stopper, right? The only 
restriction on that list that 
is truly an inconvenience is 
not being able to AirDrop. 
But even that can easily be 
solved by simply sharing any 
information over Google 
Drive. Just remember to 
only use a school account. 

There is no way to email 
anyone outside of  the 
corporation.

This brings up another 
point. The Bagpiper staff  
constantly has to contact 
professionals to use as 
sources, but cannot use 
school emails to do so. That 
kind of  seems to defeat the 
purpose of  having a school 
account, if  it cannot be 
used for school.

And forget contacting a 
professional for a research 
paper. Unless a personal 
account is used, which, 
again, defeats the purpose 
of  a school account.

Truthfully, none of  this 
sounds like a huge problem. 
And in the scheme of  
everything, none of  it really 
is. But as students, little 
technology errors add up 
to major inconveniences. 
Unable to access a site? Use 
a phone instead. Oh, but 
that is not allowed. Unable 
to contact a professional 

for a paper? Use another 
account. Forget the fact 
that doing that defeats the 
purpose of  the corporation 
being able to monitor what 
they need to for student 
safety. Just switch accounts. 
Time-consuming and 
frustrating, but necessary. 

Many of  the restrictions 
make sense. Students 
should not be on Instagram 
during class. However, all 
of  it adds up to unnecessary 
issues within the learning 
environment.

But still to the point, 
school safety and reputation 
is important. We should 
all respect that. Students, 
try to understand why the 
corporation creates these 
restrictions. This is, after 
all, an educational facility. 
On the other hand, NAFCS 
should consider lightening 
up on the restrictions. Many 
of  them serve as obstacles 
in the classroom, which is 
certainly not the goal.
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The purpose of the Bagpiper is 
to truthfully report the news to 
our readers and to engage the 
audience in a variety  of online and 
print media. We strive to provide 
the meaning and signifi cance 
behind all news, making visual 
connections between events and 
the readers. Above all, we aim 
to uphold the ethical standards 
we see in the professional fi eld 
while serving all faculty , staff , 
students, and the community .


