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Sports teams conclude strong fall season
As the fi rst round of a long year of athletics fi nishes up, athletes and coaches refl ect on both their highs and lows

Ahna Cobb
Assistant Sports Editor

Courtney Combs
Sports Reporter

The teams gather and put 
their heads together one last 
time. As the seniors walk away 
from their last game, they 
reminisce in the memories from 
freshmen year. They have just 
ended their high school careers. 
The teams will never be the 
same, but the moments that 
were made will be cherished in 
their hearts forever. Even when 
some return for next season, the 
seniors will have left, and the 
team will be different. 

“We do have a few seniors 
who start both ways (offense 
and defense), and they were a 
big part of  the team this year, 
so we need the lower guys to 
step up to fi ll their spots,” said 
sophomore football player 
Wenkers Wright. 

The football team fi nished 
their season with a fi nal record 
of  5-4 and a conference record 
of  4-3. They received the “rusty 
anchor” for the third straight 
year on Senior Night when they 
won perhaps their biggest game 
against New Albany. Their 

season was ended in a 35-7 loss 
to Bedford in the fi rst round of  
sectionals last week.

“Next season we have to 
hit the weight room and get 
bigger,” said Wright. “We 
have to be meaner, faster, and 
stronger.”

The boys’ tennis team is also 
coming off  of  one of  its most 
successful seasons in recent 
years. 

“We fi nished in the Final 
Four of  state in the semifi nals. 
I’m pretty satisfi ed with the 
way we fi nished. We had a great 
team this year,” said number 
one singles player senior Lucas 
Sakamaki.

The boys’ regular season 
record was 24-2. Their only 
losses were against North 
Central and Carmel, the number 
one and two teams in the state.

“Overall, I’m happy with 
how the season went. We had 
very specifi c goals and ultimately 
we met all of  them,” said head 
coach Robert Kleeman. “I am 
confi dent we will do pretty well 
next year. The hardest part for 
me and the rest of  the guys is 
having to wait another eight or 
nine months to play again.”

The girls’ golf  team won 
sectionals for the fourth 

year in a row; however, they 
came up short in the regional 
meet. They have goals for 
next year to become a more 
competitive team and to stress 
the importance of  growing and 
learning from one another.

“Our whole team was talking 
about how we really want to take 
things a step further and really 
take everything more serious to 
get better and make our scores 
lower,” said junior Francesca 
Hartlage. “Next season I can 
look forward to being a senior. 
It’s really exciting to meet the 
freshmen because you always 
learn so much.”

The boys’ soccer team 
fi nished their season in the 
fi rst round of  regionals. They 
conquered sectionals and came 
out second in the conference, 
with a 6-1 record. Their regular 
season record ended with an 
11-5 record.

“We are going to lose our 
starters who were seniors. They 
were important because they 
were good at their positions 
and they never came out,” said 
junior Xander Ochsner. “We 
are going to have to fi nd people 
who can play that position well 
and give a good effort and not 
be lazy.”

SENIOR DALTON LEE throws the ball in aft er the opposing team kicked it out 
of bounds.

sophomore
Wenkers 
Wright

The New 
Albany football 
game. That was 
our best game 
and our minds 
were focused 
and ready to 
win.
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What is your favorite memory from this year’s fall sports season?

sophomore
Christian 
Calderon

The soccer 
game against 
Seymour. We 
were down 
1-0 the whole 
game and were 
able to tie it at 
the very end.
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freshman 
Jenna Schmidt

Probably 
gett ing to go to 
regionals and 
gett ing to stay 
the weekend 
with the rest of 
the girls and 
have fun.

nd ndjunior 
Kaylee Hughes

When we went 
to a volleyball 
tournament 
in Avon and 
almost beat 
the sixth- 
ranked team in 
the nation.
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senior
Mason Stocke

The process 
of going to 
state, being 
the fi rst time 
we’ve gone in 
10 years was 
just a great 
experience.
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To view Athlete of the Week, go to fchsbagpiper.wordpress.com.

Overall, I’m happy with how 
the season went. We had 
very specifi c goals and 
ulitmately we met all of 
them. 

Robert Kleeman
boys’ tennis coach

It is crucial that all players do their 
part when the team has been carried 
by seniors in past years. When teams 
are more reliant on the upperclassmen, 
younger athletes have to step into their 
position. 

“In order to fi ll the role of  a leader 
I want to be quicker and make better 
decisions when I have the ball,” said 
Ochsner. “I’m looking forward to seeing 
how good the team will be next year and 
if  we will improve or not.”

The girls’ cross country team 
competed in semi-state and came out 
in second place. They advanced to state 
and competed against some of  the most 
competitive teams in Indiana. The girls 
fi nished 11th out of  24 teams.

“We struggled some in the regular 
season because a lot of  top 7 girls were 
out due to injuries. Hopefully next 
year we can come back healthier,” said 
sophomore Sydney Baxter. “We won 
conference, sectionals, and regionals, and 
that was a big goal for us.”

The boys’ cross country team 
also swept the sectional and regional. 
Recently they came in fourth in semi-

state, which was enough to carry them 
to the state championship where they 
fi nished in 21st place. Next year, two 
seniors from the top fi ve runners are 
leaving, so underclassmen are expected 
to fi ll their roles as leaders.

“I want to make sure everyone does 
their job. Make sure they go to practices 
everyday and train in the off  season. 
We were a really deep team this year so 
hopefully all the guys coming up can 
compensate for that,” said junior Wesley 

Jenkins.
The girls’ volleyball team did not have 

the easiest season, fi nishing with a record 
of  17-18. 

“A low in the season was defi nitely 
dealing with injuries and working through 

those as a team,” said 
junior Ellie Boehnlein. 
“The seniors that we are 
losing were a huge part 
of  our team this year, so 
everyone else is going to 
have to step up their game 
to fi ll their roles.”

The girls played 
competitive teams like 
Avon, the number one in 
the state, and Assumption, 
the number one team in 
the nation. Their season 
was ended after being 
beaten in the sectional 

championship game against local rival 
Providence.

“Everyone’s goal for the season was 
to come out strong in sectionals and 
beat Providence. While we didn’t beat 
them, I think that we all played our best 

volleyball and played together as a team,” 
said Boehnlein. 

This year the girls’ soccer team had 
a winning season 16-4 record, as well as 
winning conference with a 6-1 record.

“We had great defense all around, and 
we all were just able to get along with 
each other, which made the season fun,” 
said sophomore Madison Hamilton. 

They competed in regionals and won 
the fi rst round against Evansville North. 
The season came to an end when they 
lost in the second round of  regionals 
against Center Grove. 

“I think we were pretty successful this 
season,” said Hamilton. “There were so 
many times when I was happy just to be 
surrounded by my team.” 

The fall season has ended for the 
Highlanders, but the winter season is 
just beginning for the athletic program. 
From start to fi nish the teams worked to 
become the best. 

“At the beginning of  the season we 
were trying to get a team going which 
was really hard,” said Wright. “Then at 
the end we came together to play as a 
team.”

Editor’s Note: All scores and records are as of  the morning of  
Tuesday, Oct. 30. 

FOOTBALL 5-4 
Last game- Loss (35-7) vs. Bedford North Lawrence

BOYS’ SOCCER 11-5
Last game- Loss (3-2) vs. Bloomington 

South

GIRLS’ SOCCER 16-4
Last game- Loss (16-4) vs. Center

 Grove

GIRLS’ CROSS COUNTRY
Last meet- State Meet @  Terre

 Haute (11th place)

BOYS’ CROSS COUNTRY
Last meet- State Meet @ Terre 

Haute (21st place)

GIRLS’ VOLLEYBALL 17-18
Last match- Loss (3-2) vs. Providence in sectional

 tournament

GIRLS’ GOLF
Last match-  Sectional Tournament @ Corydon

 Central

BOYS’ TENNIS 23-2
Last match- Loss (5-0) vs. Carmel in State 

Final Four
 

 

SCORECARD
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