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Ban phone usage in classrooms
Here it comes: the 

stereotypical phone policy 
debate.

We are all quite familiar 
with it. Administration, 
teachers, and students 
all view it differently. At 
this point, it seems as 
if  everyone involved is 
destined to disagree.

Quite a few schools 
struggle to fi gure what is 
best concerning devices 
in the classroom. FC uses 
iPads for class, while other 
schools use laptops, and 
many schools use neither. 
But most educational 
facilities do meet together 
on one idea: cell phone usage 
needs to be controlled. The 
question is, how?

FC made a decision 
last school year to allow 
cell phones to be used in 
the spine and cafeteria at 

lunch only. At no other 
time are they to be used. 
By comparison, Marion 
C. Moore Middle and 
High School in Louisville 
is completely banning the 
use of  cell phones in any 
capacity. 

The Bagpiper does 
not believe that this is 
necessarily the solution. 
When discussing this issue, 
the common belief  was 
that cell phones are not a 
major issue at school — 
unless used during class.
However, having a phone in 
the hallway or before/after 
class is no issue. 

It becomes an issue when 
teachers have different 
policies per classroom. 
Many of  FC’s educators 
collect devices at the start 
of  class. Others begin the 
year by stating that they 

will not tolerate the use 
of  any electronic device 
in their room — including 
iPads, unless given specifi c 
permission to do so. On the 
other hand, there are other 
teachers who seem not to 
have a care in the world as 
to whether or not students 
use their phone during class. 

Each classroom sets 
different expectations for 
learning. It gets confusing. 

The solution? Get rid 
of  phones. When in a 
classroom, no teacher 
should allow students to 
have devices. And they 
should not allow exceptions 
because one simply leads 
to another. Harsh? Maybe 
to some. But there is a 
compromise. 

Allow students to have 
phones and other devices 
outside of  the classroom. 

This will likely decrease the 
need to check it during class, 
if  they can check before or 
after. 

However, students are 
not innocent. Students 
who choose to pick up 
their phone during class 
are voluntarily distracting 
themsleves. We have to 
hold ourselves accountable, 
especially when it comes to 
our work ethic. 

Students and teachers 
alike need to understand 
that the key to a healthy 
learning environment is 
compromise. Students 
who are forced to hide 
away a device they use so 
frequently in everyday life 
should not be restricted 
from using it entirely. 
Teachers and students 
deserve distraction-free 
classrooms. 
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The purpose of the Bagpiper is 
to truthfully report the news to 
our readers and to engage the 
audience in a variety  of online and 
print media. We strive to provide 
the meaning and signifi cance 
behind all news, making visual 
connections between events and 
the readers. Above all, we aim 
to uphold the ethical standards 
we see in the professional fi eld 
while serving all faculty , staff , 
students, and the community .


