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To view a photo gallery of the new and old Green Valley Elementary school building, go to fchsbagpiper.wordpress.com.

Green Valley fi nished for this school year
Referendum is still underway updating NAFCS buildings, the new elementary school being the latest project fi nished

Aurora Robinson
News Editor

Since 2016, the referendum 
has been in the works to give 
New Albany Floyd-County 
Schools the updates they need 
to provide quality, safe learning 
environments for students.

The latest project that has 
been completed was the new 
Green Valley Elementary 
facility. It fi nished just in time 
for the 2018-19 school year.

“We actually held registration 
in the building. We did a soft 
ribbon cutting ceremony about 
a week before school started. 
The fi rst day of  school, they 
came into Green Valley and lots 
of  eyes opened, jaws dropped,” 
said NAFCS Director of  
Facilities Bill Wiseheart.

Green Valley staff  and 
students were excited to see 
their new building and all that it 
contained. The transition from 

the old building to the new one 
was a much needed project.

“It’s like when you have an 
old car and you buy a new car. 
You just don’t realize how old 
the old car is until you drive a 
new one. So I can compare that 
to the old Green Valley. It was a 
great building, but this one is so 
much better,” said Green Valley 
Elementary principal Brian 
Kehrer.

Other projects are either 
completed or are still under way. 
Prosser is coming along and 
has a system with the students 
and the contractors for the 
continuing construction.

“We basically just keep 
moving people around. As one 
area gets done, as people get 
moved around, we go in and 
remodel their classroom. Next 
June we will be in the last area,” 
said Skillman Corporation 
Project Manager Brian Meyer.

Not only did Green Valley 

receive a brand new building, 
but Slate Run Elementary 
has one on the way. It is still 
currently under construction 
and is on time.

“I think we are looking at 
late spring to be wrapping it up. 
So we can move furniture in at 
the very beginning of  summer 
and get that move going. We 
defi nitely will open at the start 
of  the next school year,” said 
Slate Run Elementary principal 
Amy Niemeier.

Along with the new facility 
projects, the Floyds Knobs 
Elementary project is being 
worked on as well. Highland 
Hills Middle School’s car rider 
lane has already been completed.

“Floyds Knobs has been 
going along very well. We 
were originally thinking that 
we would have the kitchen, 
cafeteria project fi nished up in 
December, looks as though we 
would have it fi nished up after 

fall break or as fall break ends,” 
said Wiseheart.

According to New Albany 
High School principal Michelle 
Ginkins, they are going to have a 
new commons area, a renovated 
media center, and the school has 
had a wall taken down to allow 
more room for renovations in 
the theater area.

“We will get some additional 
space for our theater because 
they currently keep their 
costumes downstairs in a little 
classroom. So they will be able 
to move that up to a really nice 
new storage area that is right 
across from the auditorium. 
They currently have a teeny 
tiny ticket booth that’s off  to 
the side. So they’re going to 
have a larger ticket booth,” said 
Ginkins.

After Greenville Elementary 
bid on Oct. 17, the projects 
for their facility would move 
forward. They have a new plan 

to do more for Greenville than 
what was originally planned 
when the referendum was 
passed.

“Since then, we went out and 
decided we were going to add 
some additional classrooms on 
the facility. So we are looking 
at a fi ve classroom add on the 
facility which will allow them 
to increase enrollment,” said 
Wiseheart.

Many projects for NAFCS 
facilities have been made 
possible because of  the 
referendum. On that note, 
NAFCS faculty and staff  are 
grateful for the work being done 
on their facilities.

“Huge thank you to the 
community for allowing the 
district to have this opportunity,” 
said Prosser principal Nancy 
Campbell. “We are making 
great progress and are ensuring 
wonderful opportunities for our 
students.”

OLD AND NEW GREEN VALLEY being compared as the children have begun their 2018- 19 school year in the new building, and the old building is undergoing asbestos removal.
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