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What made you want to join NJROTC and marching What made you want to join NJROTC and marching 
band? band? 

“For marching band, I was already in band and when “For marching band, I was already in band and when 
you went to high school you had to do marching you went to high school you had to do marching 
band before you had to do concert band. At the very band before you had to do concert band. At the very 
beginning, I hated marching band. For ROTC, The NJROTC beginning, I hated marching band. For ROTC, The NJROTC 
came to the middle school during the gym period. They came to the middle school during the gym period. They 
performed the drill with the rifl es and that’s what sold performed the drill with the rifl es and that’s what sold 
me.” me.” 

Will these things help you for the future? Why or why Will these things help you for the future? Why or why 
not? not? 

“In ROTC, there are a lot of leadership skills that can “In ROTC, there are a lot of leadership skills that can 
help me if I wanted to open up a business. It has help me if I wanted to open up a business. It has 
helped me a litt le with my nervousness. Marching band helped me a litt le with my nervousness. Marching band 
looks good on transcripts for colleges. Colleges look looks good on transcripts for colleges. Colleges look 
for extracurricular activities to see if you can handle for extracurricular activities to see if you can handle 
multitasking things. I have also developed some multitasking things. I have also developed some 
people skills.” people skills.” 

What has made you want to stay in both activities?What has made you want to stay in both activities?

“The biggest thing for both is the family that’s “The biggest thing for both is the family that’s 
created. I’m a very big family person. My family mean created. I’m a very big family person. My family mean 
everything to me and with ROTC and band, I feel the everything to me and with ROTC and band, I feel the 
same.” same.” 

What is like to be you? What is like to be you? 

“It’s fun and interesting to be me. I have many diff erent “It’s fun and interesting to be me. I have many diff erent 
kinds of friends that make my life a blast. It can be kinds of friends that make my life a blast. It can be 
rough with my strict parents but I would never want to rough with my strict parents but I would never want to 
stop being me.”stop being me.”
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