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Dazzlers strive to take back national title
Aft er a heartbreaking end to their last season, the FC dance team enters this year with high expectations of success

Meg Edwards
Sports Reporter

Speakers blare and music 
begins to ring through the 
stadium. The crowd cheers 
as girls make their way out 
onto the fi eld during halftime 
of  the Providence football 
game. A quick count is yelled 
simultaneously among the 
Dazzlers and their heads drop 
as they get in the zone and 
prepare to perform. 

“Performing on the football 
fi eld is always exciting. It’s 
awesome to hear the crowd 
cheering for us and super fun 
to get the student section all 
hyped up,” said freshman Ellise 
Edwards. 

During the fall season, 
the Dazzlers spend their time 
learning dances for football 
game halftime performances, 
but heading into the winter 

sports season, the countdown 
has already begun for their 
national competition. 

“Our training has defi nitely 
been making us all stronger 
which will help us in the future 
with our national team,” said 
junior Francesca Hartlage. 
“We’ve also been getting 
harder game routines which 
has prepared us for a nationals 
routine and technique.”

Since last year’s national 
competition, which takes place 
every year in February, the 
Dazzlers have been focused on 
working harder to earn back 
the title of  national champions. 
After winning 24 fi rst-place 
national titles, the girls have 
become accustomed to winning. 
Last season the team placed 
third in their hip hop routine 
and fi fth in the pom routine. 

“We’re learning from last 
year and improving because of  

it. Our mentality has changed 
a lot the last year. We are more 
eager than ever to learn and try 
new things to implement into 
our national routines,” said 
Hartlage. 

It is no secret that the 
Dazzlers work hard at what they 
do, and last season’s struggles 
defi nitely motivated them to 
work harder than before. It takes 
teamwork and motivation for 
any team to become successful. 

“This year is different than 
last year’s because we have more 
of  a fi re under us since we know 
now it’s a defi nite possibility 
that we can lose. But if  we keep 
our heads together this season, 
it’ll help us fi ght even harder to 
get our title back,” said senior 
Sara Brown. 

Teamwork is one thing 
the girls are improving that 
is  benefi tting how strong they 
will become February. The 

Dazzlers, on a more basic level, 
are just peers who are all alike 
individuals and supporters of  
each other. 

“We all love to dance 
and that’s really what brings 
us together, but it’s how we 
motivate each other that makes 
us a real team. I was nervous 
starting my freshman year, but 
I love my seniors more than 
anything. They really do so 
much for this team and help 
everyone feel included,” said 
Edwards.

The seniors have taken on 
the roles as leaders for the team 
and try to help out wherever 
they can. It is the team’s goal 
to earn back the national title 
and the seniors are focused on 
helping out in a different way to 
try and help improve the group .

“The seniors this year have 
always been a tight class. There 
are only fi ve of  us. We all share 

different values and opinions, 
but we all agree on wanting the 
best for our team and to win our 
title back,” said senior Peyton 
Rodgers. 

This    year, it is clear that 
when the Dazzlers perform, 
they are there to compete and 
give it their all. They are working 
hard to improve from last year 
and earn back the national title 
come February.

“We are going to recover 
from the previous year by 
making sure that we do 
everything in our power to do 
what it takes to win even if  it 
means more full outs or long 
hours,” said Hartlage, “Dazzlers 
is completely different from any 
other dance team that I know 
because I have a massive legacy 
to uphold and maintain. As a 
team, I know we can win the 
title and bring it back home to 
FC.”

EIGHTH GRADER BROCK KOEHLER leads the FC Dazzlers in a game routine that was performed at halft ime. “I dance because it’s a challenge and because it’s fun,’” said Koehler. 
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