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As racks shuffl e and groups 
of  teens chatter, the smell of  
old clothes lingers inside the 
small store. Whether it is a bigger 
chain of  second-hand stores like 
Goodwill, or dainty local ones like 
the Mustard Seed, these clothes get 
a shot at a new purpose.

Thrifting is defi ned by Merriam-
Webster as buying clothes or objects 
from a second-hand store that is 
usually charitable. According to 
HuffPost’s article “Here’s Why You  
Should Defi nitely Be Shopping 
At A Thrift Store,” thrifting has 
increased in popularity between 16 
and 18 percent across America each 
year. With this nationwide trend 
rising, it has begun to excel locally 
as well. While thrifting has become 
popular, some do it for more 
environmentally friendly reasons 
than others. 

“I enjoy thrifting because 
it keeps more things out of  
landfi lls and thrift stores help the 
community,” said freshman Harley 

Pickett. 
Not only are locals buzzing 

around thrift stores for 
environmentally friendly reasons, 
but the store owners themselves 
run for those reasons.

“Thrift stores help communities 
in many ways. We offer a place for 
people to bring their unwanted 
items and divert them from the 
landfi ll,” said Mustard Seed owner 
Ginny Weigleb. Weigleb said they 
always try to sell high quality 
products for crazy low prices.

Others, like junior Lilly 
Calhoun, enjoy thrifting because it 
is an interesting idea and there are 
tons of  things to fi nd. 

“I got into thrifting when I met 
this super sweet lady at The Flea 
Off  Market and she gave me some 
pointers on how to fi nd good stuff,” 
said Calhoun. Pickett said she has 
created multitudes of  memories 
with people like her grandma while 
thrifting.

When thrifting, the change 
of  era and styles can be found 
throughout the racks of  the store.

“There are times where you 

really do fi nd a diamond in the 
rough,” said sophomore Audrey 
Boyd, “It’s amazing what some 
people can fi nd.”

     Boyd said her friends convinced 
her to go with them when she saw                                                                                                             
their variations in styles from the 
different eras like the 80s and 90s.

Even if  people do not fi nd 
anything of  personal preference, 
they can always create fun 
memories.

“Once I went thrifting with my 
friend [senior Bryce Embry] and 
we found absolutely nothing good, 
but we still had a great day,” said 
Calhoun. 

To some people, thrifting 
seems unsanitary. For some people 
the fear of  germs and bugs are 
too overwhelming for them to 
purchase anything from a thrift 
store. However, in all actuality it is 
an eco-friendly and sanitary way to 
buy  cheaper clothes according to 
lookingfl yonadime.com.

“I know there’s the icky factor 
of  wearing someone else’s clothing 
but think of  it this way: When 
you go thrift shopping, you always                                                                                                                                           
wash the clothing before wearing 
them,” wrote owner of  looking 
fl yonadime.com Patrice Williams.                                                                                                                                        
   Williams said most people come 
home from shopping and just 
throw their purchases right in to 
their closet without thinking of  
washing them.

“You don’t know who or how 
many people tried on the clothes 
before you or if  they were worn 
and returned to the store,” she said, 
“I’ve never heard of  anyone having 
issues with thrift store clothes.” 
Williams said she has heard stories 
of  sanitary issues from other places 
in malls and outlets rather than in 
local thrift stores.

Among the few that are worried 
about germs, there are some people 
that are more worried for our 
environment’s safety rather than 

rumours of  possiblilty of   germs.
“[People need to] start thinking 

about the trash they’re creating 
in the world with the new clothes                                                                                                                                        
that they buy and throw away,” said 
freshman Sydney Landrum, “To me 
that sounds even more ‘gross’ than 
thrifting.” 

Landrum is a fi rm believer in 
recycling basically anything that 
can be recycled. She sees thrifting 
as a way to make less waste than 
just buying newer clothes and then 
throwing older clothing out. She 
does not see why some people  
would throw out clothing when 
somebody else will wear it again.

“If  I could fi nd all the clothing 
I wanted at a thrift store, then I 
would only buy thrifted clothing,” 
said Landrum.

As racks continue to ring and 
shuffl e, local teens and adults 
happily thrift and enjoy the activity 
that not only saves them money but 
also the environment.
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Thrifting craze catches students’ attention

To get pro-tips on upcycling clothing and how other accessories work, go to fchsbagpiper.wordpress.com.

JUNIOR LILLY CALHOUN sift s through the racks of the Mustard Seed trying to fi nd her next purchase.
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Local Stores Where Students Can Thrift 

• The Mustard Seed - 3620 Paoli Pike #1, Floyds 
Knobs, IN 

• Goodwill - 4646 Duffy   Rd, Floyds Knobs, IN 
• Fat Rabbit Thrift  & Vintage - 1000 E Oak St, 

Louisville, KY
• Nearly New Thrift  Shop - 1250 Bardstown Rd 

# 114, Louisville, KY
• Tickled Pink Mall - 3269 Taylor Blvd
• Louisville, KY
• Peddler’s Mall - 1416 Blackiston Mill Rd
• Clarksville, IN 
• Saintly Treasures Thrift  Shop - 4445 Manslick 

Rd, Louisville, KY


