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Colors. The tools of  the 
artist, the bedrock of  expression 
in the visual medium. 

And express herself  she 
does, as senior Mikayluh 

Bowers pores over her digital 
sketchpad.

Short, dark brown hair tied 
back into a bun, her small face 
is illuminated only by the harsh 
glow of  the computer monitor 
in the darkness of  her room. 
The clacking of  plastic 

on plastic fi lls the otherwise 
silent room. She wears a set 
of  large headphones to further 
entertain while working. With 
her feet pulled into her chair, 
a fresh document opened and 
a bottle of  water nearby, she is 
ready to begin work.

For as long as she can 
remember, Bowers has loved 
to draw. She is inspired in 
part by the creativity of  her 
grandmother, a scrapbooker 
herself, and in part by the 
nonchalance of  Bob Ross. 
From a young age she fi lled 
sketchbooks with doodles that 
make sense only to the mind of  
the child who drew them. These 
cartoons, however, sowed the 
seeds which grew into the 
pieces of  art created today.

And it is these seeds which 
continue to grow, partially with 
the help of  others to escort her 
progress and refi nement. Thus, 
art classes have been a guiding 
light, and a welcome one to her. 

“She’s Mikayluh, so she 
did very well,” said senior 
Faith Buskirk, a classmate of  
hers in art. “When you think 
Mikayluh, you think art; they 
go hand in hand.”

Nevertheless, school is 
more than art class, and 
Bowers’ busy schedule leaves 
little room for practice.

“I defi nitely prioritize art 
over band,” she said. Her 

remaining time is scheduled out 
for schoolwork, art, theatre, and 
practice for the FC E-Sports 
Club. “I try my best to not make 
myself  insane.”

The process of  art is 
meticulous. With deft control 
of  the digital tablet, Bowers 
switches quickly between 
colors, touching and retouching 
on areas until reaching the most 
desired form. 

Inspiration can come from 
anywhere in the world. She 
said that all art, whether visual, 
musical, or literary, mingles 
together, inspiration to itself. 
And so much of  her work is 
inspired by other stories that 
she has come across.

Senior Hannah 
Tarr said, “Her 
use of  color 
has grown 

more mature.” As with artists 
of  any medium, there are always 
ways to improve.

To Bowers, all of  the time 
she has spent in her craft is 
pushed along by her sense of  
constant improvement. “It’s 
kind of  like a challenge,” she 
said. And a challenge it is, as she 
strives for the moments “when 
I can look at a piece and say, 
‘Yes, I am proud of  this’.”

As her talent grows she 
hopes to make a career with her 
work. While wanting to be an 
animator, she said she would at 
least “like to be happy.”

Colors are a tool of  the 
artist, and one     which Bowers 
k n o w s how to wield.

How She Does It 

Types of art used: digital 
art and graphite drawing

Types of programs used: 
PainTool SAI and Krita

Types of supplies used: 
micron pens, drawing pens, 
and acrylic paint

Bowers showcases inspiration through art
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To view a gallery of Mikayluh Bowers’ art, go to fchsbagpiper.wordpress.com.a gallery of Mikayluh Bowers’ art, go to fchsbagpiper.wordpress.com.
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SENIOR MIKAYLUH BOWERS sketches a person to get her creative fl ow 
going for her digital design class.  


