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 As the morning bell sounds 
off  through the halls of  FC, a 
new day of  learning begins for 
the students. To two of  the 
newest teachers, the morning 
bell reminds them of  the times 
when they were in the shoes 
of  the students. Assistant band 
director Briston Hatchell and 
technical director of  theatre 
arts Jared Willis have returned 
to their high school as new 
teachers in the arts department.

When Hatchell and Willis 
attended FC, the band and 
theatre departments were each 
led by one man only. But as 
the arts department has grown, 
one man has proven to not be 
enough.  

“All the other schools our 
size have at least two band 
directors working inside the 
program,” said band director 
Harold Yankey. “My schedule is 
about 350 kids a day, and it’s a 
lot to ask of  one person.” 

This year, for the fi rst time, 
that work is now split up between 
two people, in order to serve 
the students better. Hatchell 
marched in the marching band 
starting in the eighth grade, and 
he became a drum major in his 
junior and senior years. He took 
AP Music Theory -- a class that 
he now teaches -- as a junior. He 
was also in jazz band, orchestra 
winds and choir. The day after 
Hatchell graduated, his musical 
career took off. He left that 
day to march with the Carolina 
Crown Drum and Bugle Corps. 

They placed sixth that year at 
the Drum Corps International 
Championships, and soon after, 
Hatchell started college at the 
University of  Cincinnati College 
Conservatory of  Music. When 
he graduated, he took a job at a 
school in Louisiana. 

“I took the fi rst job that was 
offered to me, basically, because 
I had always said that teaching 
music was my dream, it was 
my passion, and I was going 
to go wherever I had to to do 
that,” said Hatchell. “So I found 
myself  in Louisiana, and I was 
there for two years.”

After those two years, 
Hatchell moved back home 
before beginning to pursue grad 
school. During this time, he was 
a “permanent sub/ intermittent 
music teacher” for the band.
However, he did not fi nish grad 
school. Instead, he pursued a 
teaching job at a high school in 
Texas. It turned out to be a great 
fi t for him. In fact, he would still 
be in there if  the job at FC had 
not opened up. 

“There’s no place like home. 
So I knew that I wouldn’t move 
back here for any other job. It 
would have to be this one,” he 
said. 

Therefore, he applied, and 
Yankey was happy that the 
position went to him. It helped 
that he had known Hatchell for 
so long.

“He’s serious about being 
good, he’s got a sense of  humor, 
he’s a really good musician, and 
he’s had success at teaching in 
other schools. So we thought he 
would be a perfect fi t here,” said 
Yankey. 

Hatchell does seem to be 

fi tting right in, despite having 
a busy schedule each day of  
fl oating back and forth between 
various music classrooms. Even 
though he is non-stop, Hatchell 
is really looking forward to this 
year. 

Willis, as well as Hatchell, 
has a very exciting school year 
ahead of  him. Because both 
Willy Wonka and Matilda began 
rehearsals right as school began, 
Willis hardly had any time to 
become acclimated with the new 
job ahead of  him. However, 
he has not been out of  FC for 
long, seeing as just this past year 
he fi nished college at Indiana 
University Southeast and earned 
his teaching degree. While at FC 
however, he was very infl uential 
in the tech department and 
collaborated with director of  
theatre arts Robbie Steiner 
through his senior year.

“He was a great leader,” 
said Steiner of  Willis. “Hard 
worker, very dedicated, always 
a very positive infl uence in the 
program.”

In the time since Willis 
was at FC, Steiner made the 
decision to create the position 
of  technical director. He had 
been leading the whole program 
on his own, just as all of  his 
predecessors had, but he found 
that doing that was becoming 
unreasonable.

When the position opened 
last year, Steiner specifi cally sent 
the information to Willis. 

“Mr. Steiner contacted me 
again, and just made me aware 
that it was available if  I wanted 
to apply,” said Willis. “That’s 
all I was made aware of, and 
I applied. And luckily I was 
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together to make a set for the upcoming show Matilda. 
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offered the job.”
Willis is thankful to have 

been offered the job. Steiner is 
also thankful that it was Willis 
who was hired.

“I’m just really happy that 
[principal Rob Willman] went 
with Mr. Willis because he’s 
a product of  the program, 
understands how the program 
works, gets the quality level and 
also the dedication that’s needed 
in order to provide our students 
with the type of  education that 
we do here. And he’s already 
part of  the community, which I 
think makes it a great fi t,” said 
Steiner.

To fi ll the role of  technical 
director is a big job, so it was 
important that it was someone 

who is a a good fi t to take on 
all the roles that the job requires. 

“My job entails teaching the 
Intro and Advanced Technical 
Theatre students, and giving 
them an introduction into 
the various departments and 
fi elds of  technical 
theatre, which are 
very diverse,” he 
said. “So I work 
with Mr. Steiner as 
well as oftentimes 
p r o f e s s i o n a l 
mentors from the 
fi eld to provide 
a professionally 
modeled education 
environment for 
our students.”

“Professionally 

modeled education 
environment” might sound stiff, 
but Willis is not as uptight as it 
may seem. In fact, he is ready to 
create bonds and have fun with 
his students this coming school 
year.

“I am looking forward to 
building relationships with all 
of  the wonderful students. Just 
being a part of  each individual 
production, and just really being 
involved with the students 
in the program that affected 

me to such a degree, and 
provides such inclusivity 
and potential options for 
achieving potential for so 
many students,” he said. 

Steiner is, in turn, 
looking forward to working 
with Willis.

 “He’s a very good 
collaborator, he’s easy 
to work with, and I 
think he brings a lot 
of  positive energy and 
professionalism, so I’m 

just excited to work alongside 
him. It’ll also be fun, since he’s 
a former student, to continue 
to watch him grow through this 
experience,” said Steiner.

Hatchell and Willis are 
are excited to be teaching at 
their old high school. The arts 
department helped shape them 
into the people they are today. 
Now, they get to pay it forward 
to today’s students. 

“I would like to pass on to 
the current students of  Floyd 
Central the ability to reach their 
own potential, fi nd ways to 
grow, and prepare themselves 
for life outside of  high school, 
as well as foster a community 
that will last them a lifetime,” 
said Willis.
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“I would like to pass on [...] 
the ability  to reach their own 
potential, fi nd ways to grow, 
and prepare themselves for 
life outside of high school. 

“

ool.ool. 
Jared Willis
tech director

To learn more about Hatchell and Willis and get a bett er insight on their lives, go to fchsbagpiper.wordpress.com.

BAND DIRECTOR HAROLD YANKEY AND ASSISTANT DIRECTOR BRISTON HATCHELL decide to have the band put everything away and move the practice to the gym before the incoming storm hits 
the fi eld on Aug. 31. 
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