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On Sept. 1, Madison, Indiana 
was territory for a group that 
has long had roots here.

Posters advertising “free 
hotdogs and soda!” were placed 
in windows of  the Green Tree 
Mall. The event was shared on 
Twitter. From that barebone 
description, it sounds like 
a celebration. But what if  I 
said that the host uses fi re for 
much more violent reasons 
than grilling dinner, and the 
“celebration” is one of  white 
supremacy?

Yep. The infamous Ku Klux 
Klan, graced Jaycee Park with a 
“kookout” on Sept. 1.

This is, of  course, shocking...
but not surprising. Hate groups 
like the KKK have been in 
Indiana for years committing 
injustice after 
injustice, like 
the stabbing 
of  three 
protesters at a 
2016 Anaheim 
rally. While 
holding a 
rally is not 
a crime in 
itself, actions 
of  the KKK 
and others go 
beyond the 
burning of  the crosses and racist 
remarks—and there is little 
retribution, as any hate crimes 
committed have no punishment 
in Indiana. 

The FBI defi nes a hate crime 
as “a criminal offense against a 
person or property motivated in 
whole or in part by an offender’s 
bias against a race, religion, 
disability, sexual orientation, 

ethnicity, gender, or gender 
identity.” Indiana is one of  only 
fi ve states without a law against 
these. 

But it has not always been 
this way. For 30 years, from 
1947 to 1977, Indiana did have 
a hate crime law, according to a 
Nov. 28, 2017 Indianapolis Star 
article. Violators faced up to 
two years in prison and a fi ne 
of  $10,000. Police, armed with 
one of  the fi rst legal securities 
afforded to minorities banned 
distribution of  hate literature 
and “racketeering in hate”—a 
reason why the law fi zzled out 
too soon. Banning “racketeering 
in hate” meant banning the 
assembly of  people for the 
purposes of  spreading hate. To 
many who disagree with the law, 
this was an example of  rejecting 
the right to free speech. 

The line between justifi ed 
free speech and hate speech is 
fuzzy, but one thing is certain: 

too many people toe it, and there 
is an obvious correlation to 
where the line could lead. In the 
March 28, 2018 article “When 
Hate Speech Leads to Violence” 
by the Russell Sage Foundation, 
Richard Ashby Wilson of  the 
University of  Connecticut said 
that “because many hate crimes 
are accompanied by denigrating 
speech, we can safely assume 

that an increase in hate crimes 
will mean an increase in inciting 
speech.”  Twist that around. 
It still makes sense: more hate 
speech leads to more hate crimes 
and so on, until we are faced 
with cases like the 2016 murder 
of  a black man by a white 
supremacist in Fort Wayne, 
or two teens drawing a 
swastika on a new home 
in Noblesville. 

Crimes like these are 
prosecuted in almost 
all other states. So, why 
exactly are innocent 
Hoosiers still facing 
these atrocities?

One reason is 
confusion on language It 
has been diffi cult for Indiana 
lawmakers to reach a consensus 
on what exactly is a hate 
crime, and how a possible 
bill should be expressed. The 
law’s constitutionality has also 
been disputed. But last time I 
checked, the Declaration 
of  Independence states 
that all men are created 
equal—so all should be 
treated that way. A hate 
crime law would only 
prosecute those who 
have already committed 
crimes, rightfully worsening 
their punishments, not 
necessarily stripping anyone of  
natural rights.

Despite the lack of  its 
much-needed counterpart, 
Indiana surprisingly does have 
an Employee Discrimination 
Act, stating that minorities 
cannot be fi red or judged in 
the workplace due to their 
differences. This is good, and 
should not be downplayed—
however, the presence of  it and 
the absence of  a hate crime law 
raises questions in my mind. 

Marginalized groups have 
long been treated as less than 
in the workplace; if  employee 
protection stops outside of  
work, are minorities viewed 
as people or just laborers? 
For a state so concerned 
about watching language, it is 
necessary that we analyze the 
subtext of  our state’s laws and 
recognize problematic nuances. 

Protection is not a birthday 
invitation; you cannot pick and 
choose who to give it to and 
when. 

In July, anti-Semitic graffi ti 
was found at a Carmel synagogue. 

In 
2 0 1 7 , 

a woman 
was murdered 

in Indianapolis 
because she was a 

lesbian. These stories 
are just the tip of  the 

iceberg. 
With no hate crime law, hate  

crimes are only defi ned by the 
second word--crimes. Without  
the law, Indiana is not looking 
deeper into the movtivation. 
In 46 other states, that is an 
important factor in a crime, 
but here, race seems to be the 
elephant in the room. 

Indiana is called the 
Crossroads of  America; next 
legislative season, we should 
practice what we preach and 
welcome everyone from all 
walks of  life within these state 
lines.
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 Hate crime law needed

“Crimes like these are 
prosecuted in almost all 
other states. So, why exactly 
are innocent Hoosiers still 
facing these atrocities?

“

??


