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Extracurriculars create valued relationships
Annalise Bassett 
Features Assistant Editor 

On a Thursday afternoon, 
sophomore Eric Haney meets 
his fellow percussionists in the 
band hall. They all eat a quick 
snack, and then they push the 
pit instruments down to the 
practice fi eld before rehearsal 
begins. As they walk, they all 
chat about their days and make 
jokes. “With my section, [I’m] 
really close, with other people, 
[I’m] decently close,” said 
Haney.

Activities director Jeff  
Cerqueira said that since not 
everyone enjoys all of  the 
classes they are in, they become 
closer and tight-knit with friends 
in extracurriculars than in class. 

“Since it’s your choice to be 
in it and you can get out of  it 
anytime you want to, you tend 
to enjoy that activity more. 
You’re around people who have 
similar interests, so you tend 
to have greater bonds between 
the people who are in that 
club, so you develop stronger 
relationships,” said Cerqueira.

After school activities can 
help students meet new people, 
grow closer with friends, and 
try new things. Some students 

use extracurriculars because 
they want to meet people with 
similar interests.

“I chose to be in NAHS 
[National Arts Honor Society] 
because it’s a good learning 
experience for people who 
want to create artwork, whether 
it’s in their free time or future 
profession, and wish to meet 
people with the same mindset,” 
said senior Hannah Bubnar.

S t u d e n t s 
become close 
with and trust the 
others in their 
extracur riculars, 
allowing them 
to do better in 
p e r f o r m a n c e s 
and competitive 
activities.

“Just the fact 
that you guys are 
working together 
in a club or in a 
sport kind of  gets 
you closer. You can 
kind of  trust one another,” said 
Cerqueira. 

Freshman Rafe Swearingen 
is on the football team. He is 
closer with the freshmen on his 
team than the others, but that 
he is still friends with the rest of  
the team, he said.

“It’s an amazing sport and 
I’m extremely lucky to have 
such a great coaching staff  
and amazing teammates,” said 
Swearingen.

The people in NAHS are 
fairly close with each other, said 
Bubnar. 

“One of  my friends is the 
treasurer this year and I’ve 
known the sponsor of  the 
club, Ms. [Kerry] Jones since 

freshman year. I also have a few 
friends scattered throughout 
who are just normal members 
of  the club like myself,” said 
Bubnar.

The different sections in 
band have different ways of  
establishing direction and 

leadership, according to Haney. 
“Some sections, it defi nitely 

seems like if  you’re a senior, you 
have better control. But in other 
sections, like mine, pit, we have 
a section leader...she just knows 
what to do,” said Haney.

Junior Isabella Arnett is 
in musical theatre and the A 
Capella choir and she is closer 
with her friends in theatre, as 
they spend more time together 

in theatre.
“We aren’t given a 

lot of  opportunities to 
spend time together [in 
A Capella] and build 
relationships like we 
do in theatre. But each 
year, we have A Capella 
retreat, which is where 
we leave school early 
on a Friday and spend 
two days together,” said 
Arnett. 

Arnett said there are 
various competitions 
between the sections 

of  A Capella choir at the retreat 
to help them get to know each 
other and grow closer, such as 
a kickball tournament or the 
section theme contest. 

Similar to in marching band, 
the upperclassmen are supposed 
to lead the theatre program, but 

some underclassmen try to take 
over.

“In theatre, at least this year 
and last year, we have had a 
lot of  underclassmen trying 
to lead instead of  letting the 
upperclassmen lead. Some 
underclassmen feel a bit more 
entitled to things than they 
should. But that happens every 
year,” said Arnett. 

According to Bubnar, 
leadership is voted on by 
everyone in NAHS.

“Since the club just started 
back up a few weeks ago, I don’t 
have a complete feel on how 
everyone will be,” said Bubnar. 
“It seems to be a mutual group 
of  people who genuinely want 
to interact and get along with 
each other...the whole group 
decides on all of  the ideas put 
in, regardless of  how long 
you’ve been in the club or of  
your age.”

NAHS allows people to 
meet new people and expand 
your friend group, as should any 
club, said Bubnar.

“Within any club you should 
always try to have fun, or fi nd 
something that you enjoy. Just 
remember to fi nd a club that 
holds your interests at heart,” 
said Bubnar.

sophomore
Catherine
Amos,
speech and 
debate

“We’re friendly 
with each other 
and we act like 
siblings and tell 
jokes and we 
have our own 
special brand 
of humor.

“

andand junior
Emily
North,
theatre

“We spend so 
much time 
together; 
we spend 
months on end 
perfecting a 
show that you 
really get to 
know everyone. 

“
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junior
Fiona 
Grannan,
Gender 
Sexuality 
Alliance

“It creates a 
stronger sense 
of unity  within 
the club, which 
I am really glad 
about.

“

ly gladly glad

senior
Sonny
Murphy,
radio/TV

“Defi nitely with 
a new teacher 
coming in, it 
feels more like 
a family, like 
we get to know 
each other 
a whole lot 
more. 

“
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How does the extracurricular activity that you are in feel like a family to you?

freshman
Evan
Peach,
band

“All of the 
diff erent 
sections spend 
a lot of time 
together. 
There’s practice 
[three times] 
every week.

“
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“It seems to be a mutual group 
of people who geniunely want 
to interact and get along with 
each other...

“
Hannah Bubnar
senior

To participate in a poll about group dynamics, visit @FCHSBagpiper on Twitt er.com/FCHSBagpiper


