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As the band circles up before practice, 
they wait for the clap off  from a drum 
major. Junior Connor Bickel stands tall 
and claps off  a tempo. “Band, ten hut,” 
he shouts as the band members come to 
attention yelling “The best!” Throughout 
the history of  FC’s band, there have been 
traditions of  actions and phrases.

“Traditions are what makes band 
special. Imagine if  families and specifi c 
races didn’t have certain traditions. 
Culture would not exist. It is what brings 
the students and musicians together and 
helps them focus on one common goal,” 
said Bickel.

Certain traditions are only inclusive to 
the members of  certain sections. These 
help the sections get hyped for their 
performance and turn their anxiety for 
the show into positive energy.

“Some of  the traditions we had 
were either kind of  like jokes to help us 
get pumped for the show or a sign of  
encouragement before we performed 
on the fi eld. In my section, before every 
show we knelt down on the turf  [or grass] 
fi eld and took a chunk of  it to show that 
the fi eld was ours or we owned it and 
that we were gonna kill it that night. That 
helped me feel more confi dent before 
I went on to perform,” said alumna 
Hannah Bossley. Bossley marched alto 
saxophone between 2012 and 2015.

Traditions also take place before the 
competitive season starts. On the last day 
of  band camp, the entire band celebrates 
Spirit Day. This is when each section 
dresses up as the theme of  their choice. 
They often perform skits, dance routines, 
and they include band director Harold 
Yankey, in their theme. Some of  the 
2018 band camp themes included Spider-
Man and his villains by the saxophones, 
the FC Dazzlers with a dance routine 

performed by the battery [drumline], and 
even a grand fi re truck entrance onto the 
fi eld by the fl utes. This made this one of  
the most memorable Spirit Days in FC 
band history. These were just a few of  
the several fun themes that the fi eld saw 
this marching season.

“Spirit Day, and other traditions like 
it, really bring out the best in people. 
It gives people a chance to express 
themselves in a fun and goofy way. I like 
the fact that marching band isn’t all work, 
it has a silly side too,” said freshman 
mellophone Rachel Bowling.

There are many other traditions that 
make marching band special to each 
individual involved. The traditions allow 
every member to feel welcome and 
rewarded for the effort that they put into 
the program throughout the season.

“The traditions we had in the 
[saxophone] section made me feel more 
connected to the group personally 
because each section was distinct and 
had their own traditions. [They] made 
it more unique and interesting. Having 
traditions made marching band much 
more of  a fun experience because we 
were different sections but in the same 
band and we worked together to create 
an amazing show. My section was like 
family to me so instead of  dreading 
practice, I could enjoy it because they 
were there,” said Bossley.

The special traditions help encourage 
marchers to perform better and to 
be adrenalized for their practice and 
performance. Everything that goes 
into the shows are all intertwined with 
tradition. This includes the performance 
of  the fi eld commanders. While these 
members do not march on the fi eld, 
because they are conducting the band, 
their own traditions play a major part in 
their very important role as a leader.

“[Traditions do] affect my mental 
performance because I’m thinking about 
the family that is marching around me 
and that’s something a lot of  people 

don’t understand,” said senior saxophone 
player Jack Routin. Routin said his mind 
has certainly changed on his feelings 
towards marching band since he was 
introduced to these new and specifi c 
traditions. 

Even the freshmen who have not 
performed the show for a big live 
audience, say these traditions make them 
feel better about their place in the band.

“At fi rst it was a little scary, you don’t 
really know what to expect. I assumed it 
would be just like regular band, but as I 
was going through band camp, I realized 
there are a lot of  differences. After a little 
bit, though, I concluded that it feels nice 
to be included in those little traditions. 
It gives you a sense of  belonging,” said 
Bowling. 

Even though there are not set-in-stone 
traditions for the fi eld commanders, their 
semi-tradition is to carry themselves as 
leaders. 

“Being a leader, there aren’t as many 
‘fun’ traditions as many sections have. 
It’s more of  the legacy that you have 
to be as perfect as your predecessors. 
It’s always the tradition that the leaders 
will provide rapport and goodwill so the 
band will grow as a whole,” said Bickel.   
       When the band wraps up a rehearsal 
they circle around their director. Yankey 
yells to the band, “Who are we?” with 
the band responding with  “FC!” Yankey 
continues and asks, “What do we got?” 
and the band yells back even louder, 
“PRIDE!” The band starts their day by a 
tradition and is ended by another.
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Marching band celebrates past traditions

To read an introduction and review of the 2018 marching band show go to fchsbagpiper.wordpress.com.
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JUNIOR AMAYA MUNOZ, SOPHOMORE PRESTON FONSECA, JUNIOR CONNOR BICKLE, AND JUNIOR 
STEPHANIE COMBS smile aft er gett ing recognized. “I play saxophone, but for marching band, 
I’m a drum major. We take up the leadership responsibilities and conduct the band,” said 
Bickle. 
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