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In the span of  four short 
days, FC’s performing arts 

programs displayed nothing but 
excellence. 

From May 6-9, the 
arts programs all achieved 
memorable successes. Concert 
band, orchestra, and A cappella 
choir all competed at the ISSMA 
State Finals in Indianapolis. 
Orchestra brought home a state 
championship,  choir placed 
3rd, and concert band placed 
9th. In addition, the FC Theatre 
Department announced they 

will pilot Disney’s production 
of  “Newsies the Musical” next 
year.

All this excitement leaves 
students eager to participate in 
performing arts. 

Band director Harold Yankey 
said that the arts give students 
an academic, intellectual and 
emotional experience. 

“It gives you a direct thing 
to do. You see the outcome of  
your own work as you do it. 
They want that feeling, so they 
continue to do it.”

This achievement was 
special, as it is rare to get to take 
choir, band, and orchestra from 
the same school to state and 

fi nish Top 10 in each.
“I would hope that people 

that are not necessarily in the 
performing arts recognize that 
we have a top notch performing 
arts program here,” said choir 
director Angela Hampton. “If  
people have an interest in being 
a part of  it, we will fi nd a place 
for them. Come and see the 
choirs, come see the band, come 
see the orchestra, come see a 
show. They will be impressed.”                                                                                                                                     

Although students are 
excited about the success, FC’s 
arts programs do not only exist 
to compete.

“State fi nals is not what 
defi nes success. Success is 

working as hard as you can 
to reach your potential,” 
said orchestra director Doug 
Elmore.

With the kinds of  students 
that make up FC, the school is 
given great opportunities such 
as being only the third school to 
pilot a Disney musical. 

Theatre director Robbie 
Steiner said that the opportunity 
to pilot “Newsies the Musical” 
was exciting and could open up 
new doors. 

“[Newsies] is going to be 
a blockbuster hit. I think the 
growth in the students is going 
to be astronomical. This will 
build more excitement for the 

performing arts,” said Steiner.
Hampton, Elmore, Steiner 

and Yankey all expect the best 
from their students next year 
and are confi dent that their 
students will succeed. As FC 
has cultivated a nationally-
recognized program in which 
high standards are set, members 
can only be excited for what is 
to come.

“We have a culture here that 
I think inspires kids to keep up 
with the other groups,” said 
Yankey. “They push each other 
to do better.”

*Additional reporting by 
Joey Bowling, Abigail Chovan 
and Destiny Love.

Orchestra state championship, recent success in arts programs, result in four days of memorable achievements


