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SENIOR ANTONIO VILLEGAS  leaps off  the board at track practice on April 20. Not only does he physically prepare 
for meets, but also has his own pre-meet tradition. “I always drink a Pepsi before a meet. It gives me that boost 
I need and the confi dence I need,” he said. 

Sophia Perigo/The Bagpiper

ending and the Junior Olympics 
is coming up, Villegas does not 
plan on stopping there.  

As an active member of  
National Honor Society at FC 
he will continue his academic 
and athletic career at Notre 
Dame on a track scholarship 
in the fall. He wants to major 
in mechanical engineering, and 
will continue to jump for the 
Fighting Irish. 

“Ever since I came on 
campus for the fi rst time I really 
liked the atmosphere,” said 
Villegas, “Obviously it’s a really 
strong school, academically and 
sports wise and it felt like a 
good fi t for me.” 

“I might try stuff  besides 
long jumping, like triple jump 
and sprints,” said Villegas. 

 Villegas is more than just 
an athlete. He is a leader for his 
teammates and pushes them to 

succeed. 
“Seeing how hard he works 

at long jump and how good he 
is at it makes me want to be 
better myself,” said freshman 
Calvin Brown.

With no dedicated coach just 
for long jump, Villegas also is 
open to teaching inexperienced 
jumpers as well.

“You can ask him any 
question and he’s always on 
it,” said freshman Spencer 
Freiberger.

At the end of  the day, though, 
his coaches and teammates are 
proud of  his character and his 
athletic ability.

“Antonio is on a different 
level of  ability as far as track 
and fi eld,” said Oxley. “It’s hard 
for some kids to understand just 
what he does sometimes and 
just realize how good he really 
is.”


