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FEATURED ATHLETE
SENIOR ANTONIO VILLEGAS
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As track practice starts, 
senior Antonio Villegas 

makes his way over to the 
long jump pit. He tears back 
an old tarp to reveal forgotten 
scratches, then jogs over to grab 
a rake and resets the sandy hole. 
Villegas then takes off  down 
a long strip of  track, only to 
pounce off  a solid white board 
at the end.

Jumping has always come 
naturally to him.

“I started long jumping when 
I was nine or 10 years old. I 
used to do sprints, and I started 
trying different things. I came to 
long jump and it clicked.”

Because of  this he has spent 
the last four years of  high 
school working to make himself  
a better athlete and strives to 
improve each season. 

As of  now, his longest jump 
is 24 feet 6.5 inches, just fi ve 
feet 2.25 inches shorter than 
a world record, and three feet 

shorter than gold medallist Jeff  
Henderson’s longest jump in the 
Rio 2016 Summer Olympics. 

Head coach Lane Oxley 
said Villegas is poised to 
have a strong fi nish in state 
competition. 

A win at state competition 
would be a fi rst for his career. 

“I’m hoping to win state,” 
said Villegas. “I’ve had some 
obstacles in the past years, 
whether it’s being out of  the 
country or battling injuries. I 
feel like I have everything I need 
to win state and I need to get my 
stuff  together.”  

Although the senior has not 
won at state competition before, 
he has been honored for his 
success. In 2016 Villegas won 
Southern Indiana Boys’ Track 
and Field Athlete of  the Year, 
at an event hosted by the News 
and Tribune and guest speaker 
Peyton Manning.  

“At fi rst I didn’t even know 
that I was nominated,” he 
said. “I was just going with my 
friends, and all the sudden they 
started naming contenders and 
I saw my name. I didn’t think 

anything of  it because I didn’t 
have that great of  a year. I broke 
the sectional record and won 
all four of  my events, but then 
I got injured in regionals so I 
didn’t get to go to state.” 

Despite not competing at 
state Villegas still took home the 
award last year.

 “Winning was great. I gave 
my little speech and got to meet 
Peyton Manning, which was 
really cool.”

Jumping has given Villegas 
an abundant amount of  oppor-
tunities, including competing 
on the Mexican Junior Olympic 
team. 

The Junior Olympics are 
every two years and Villegas 
competes in the Pan-American 
games and the Central American 
games.

“You get to travel a lot and 
meet a lot of  new people,” said 
Villegas. “You get to compete 
and represent your country.” 

Villegas has been all around 
Mexico and Columbia to 
compete and plans to go to 
Canada and Cuba this summer. 

 Although his senior year is 
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SENIOR ANTONIO VILLEGAS practices long jump at the FC track on April 20.


