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There are two issues that 
are the source of  almost all 
problems both nationally and 
domestically, and they are 
socioeconomic inequality the 
difference in ideology. Today I’m 
talking about socioeconomic 
status, which is a person or 
family’s social standing in 
relation to others. Today I’m 
talking about  people in poverty 
and how diffi cult it is to escape 
poverty in our country. 

Poverty in America is any 
household that, on its own, 
lacks the amount of  money 
needed for consistent food, 
shelter, and healthcare. Since 
1996 that number has grown 
rapidly and it affects people of  
all age groups. As of  2015 over 
43 million Americans were in 
poverty, or about 13.5 percent. 
For senior citizens, that number 
is 14 percent, and for children 
that number is 18 percent. Note 
that children is higher -- that’s 
important. 

One of  the biggest issues 
for people living in poverty 
is healthcare. For example, a 
few months ago I went to the 
urgent care center, and my bill 
was $188. My dad is a university 
professor and his job comes 
with good benefi ts, including 
health insurance. With the 
insurance our adjusted rate 
was $7. So for me, a person 
incredibly lucky enough to be 
born into a household with 
six college degrees, it cost $7, 
but the cost for someone who 
has a job that probably does 
not pay much more than $7 an 

hour is literally 25 times more 
expensive.

This system is backwards, 
because many people living 
in poverty do not have jobs 
that provide them with health 
insurance. The only option for 
many of  these families is to 
seek help from the government 
for insurance through the 
Affordable Care Act. The 
Trump Administration has 
made clear that it does not 
intend to continue these 
programs by attempting to 
signifi cantly reduce the amount 
of  funding for these and other 
welfare programs like Meal on 
Wheels 

Now, if  you’re asking, “Why 
don’t they get better paying 
jobs?”, the answer is simply 
they often cannot afford the 

education necessary to achieve 
better employment because of  
the rise of  college tuition in the 
last 20 years. The average cost 
of  a year of  college for in-state 
public schools was over $9000 
dollars this school year, and that 
is money these families don’t 
have. 

Sadly, there are not enough 
scholarships to go around for 
every college-bound student in 
poverty, and the vast majority 
of  scholarships go to students 
from wealthier areas. It doesn’t 
make sense until you realized 
that many states use a funding 
system that rewards high test 
scores and gives schools that 
achieve more funding. Simply 
put, schools with more funding 
can afford better teachers, and 
teachers’ qualifi cations have 

shown to be one of  the biggest 
factors in test scores. A 2011 
Stanford study showed that 
students in poor neighborhoods 
are anywhere from 3 to 10 
times more likely to be under 
qualifi ed than students in 
wealthy, predominantly white 
neighborhoods.

The education system is 
failing poor families, so what can 
they do about it? They can vote, 
of  course, for representation 
that will better serve their 
interests. Except for many of  
them that’s more diffi cult than 
it sounds. To register to vote 
citizens probably go online to do 
so, an option that 31 states have 
and even in poor areas internet 
is now fairly common, so that’s 
reasonably doable. However, in 
the 19 states in which voters are 

required to register in person 
they must have the means to get 
to a place of  registration, which 
may be diffi cult for poorer 
citizens who cannot afford to 
leave their jobs. Even if  they 
can make it there they will have 
to provide a photo ID, which is 
not as simple as it seems. We all 
remember getting our license, 
but not many of  us remember 
the process. It requires many 
documents to prove your 
identity and you have to have a 
car to take your skills test with. 
It is diffi cult to prove all of  that 
if  you do not have a consistent 
place of  residence, and many of  
these documents get lost easily, 
even for people of  privilege. 
On top of  that a $15 fee is also 
tagged on, a price that many 
families do not have if  they 
want to have dinner. 

And this is the vicious cycle 
of  poverty in America. All of  
these issues are often viewed as 
independent issues, but what we 
often don’t realize is that they 
are completely intertwined. It 
costs money to remain healthy. 
It costs money to get a strong 
education. It costs money to get 
a good job.

Socioeconomic inequality 
is the biggest issue facing 
America because in a way it 
is the only issue. Creating a 
society in which every person 
has an opportunity to succeed 
is not easy. It is to the benefi t 
of  the wealthy that it does not 
happen, but living in a place 
where everyone legitimately 
has a chance to succeed in their 
lives, both private and personal, 
is worth it. Everyone deserves 
a chance to be successful, and 
everyone needs an equal chance.
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