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The purpose of the Bagpiper 
is to truthfully report the 
news to our readers and 
to engage the audience in 
a variety  of platforms. We 
strive to be the main outlet 
in providing the meaning and 
signifi cance behind all news. 
Above all, we aim to uphold 
the ethical standards we 
see in the professional fi eld 
while serving all faculty , staff , 
students, and the community .

Staff  Editorial

Coming into the 2016-
17 school year, The 

Bagpiper Staff  was once 
again under new leadership 
and was a staff  with many 
differences among our 
personalities. Despite this, 
we all shared one similarity: 
a passion for scholastic 
journalism.

One of  our main goals 
coming into the school year 
was to display that passion 
throughout each issue and 
spread the importance for 
scholastic journalism.

So to ensure this goal was 
met, several staffers and 
members of  the editorial 
board attended the High 
School Journalism Institute 
at Indiana University over 
the summer to enhance 
our skills and plan how 
we would reach the high 
standards we set each year. 

It was there that we 
decided how to exactly 
display our passion for the 
importance of  scholastic 
journalism. 

We decided that in order 
to gain credibility to our 
readers, we would have 
to approach and embrace 
stories that matter, despite 
the challenges they caused 
us. After nine issues, we can 
proudly say that this was 
displayed multiple times 
throughout the yearly cycle 
of  The Bagpiper.

We did stories on First 
Amendment protest rights, 
foster children, a legislation 
regarding student free 
press in Indiana and, most 
recently, a story on self  
harm. 

Not only did we take risks 
with the types of  stories 
we pursued but also took 

chances on new modern 
ideas that may have gone 
against what was traditional

 On Dec. 16, The 
Bagpiper staff  took a huge 
risk and ran with an idea for 
the boys’ basketball game at 
home against Providence. 
This plan started being 
constructed the summer 
prior to the school year and 
whenever the entire Kilt 
Krew held up the “Beat 
Providence” sign that was 
in the newspaper before the 
game, we knew the risk had 
paid off. 

Lastly, one of  the items 
of  discussion The Bagpiper 
was most known for this 
year was endorsing a 
presidential candidate and 
improving our column 
writing.

While we still stand with 
our beliefs and back what 

we have printed, this was 
one of  the most challenging 
goals to achieve this year 
as it required us to once 
again take chances and have 
courage to put our names 
on the bylines. 

Going forward, the 2017-
18 staff  looks to build off  
of  this year’s success by 
expanding our social media 
presence and getting more 
behind-the-scenes coverage 
of  the multiple programs 
that make up FC. 

After taking a step back 
and looking at what was 
accomplished this year, it 
makes us realize none of  it 
would have been possible 
without our dedication to 
scholastic journalism. FC 
is a truly a special place and 
being an important part of  
it each year is an honor, and 
a duty we love to serve. 

Staff  refl ects on year-long journey

To read a fi nal goodbye column from editor-in-chief Braden Schroeder, go to fchsbagpiper.wordpress.com 


