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Senior Taylor Castleberry 
slides into second base as New 
Albany senior Marissa Jones 
trys to tag her out. FC won the 
game 11-3 and improved their 
record to  make them 9-5 on the 
season.

The FC softball team was 
named a top fi ve team in the 
state at the beginning of  this 
year. With stars returning from 
last year’s team and new under-
classmen poised to play like up-
perclassmen, everyone has high 
expectations for the team. 

The season started out rough 
for FC after going 3-3 in their 
fi rst six games and have begun 
to turn their game around win-
ning six of  their last eight. 

In order to have the success-
ful games Castleberry said she 
must prepare in various ways.

“Besides all the hard work I 
put in during practice to prepare 
for my games, I make sure I’m 
mentally ready to go. To do so 
I normally listen  to hype mu-
sic on the way to the fi eld and I 
make sure I get myself  in a pos-
itive mindset. I always drink a 
sweet tea before the game too,” 
said Castleberry.

The start of  the season has 
started out slowly for the team, 
but head coach Sean Payne 
thinks that the team is getting 
into mid-season form quickly. 

“We plan on attacking fun-
damentals in practice. Due to 
the cold start to the season, we 
weren’t able to get on the fi eld 
like we’re accustomed to. Then 
it was time to play games. So we 
were a little behind with reps 
and fundamentals, but we’re 
getting there now,” said Payne. 

In FC’s fi rst 14 games they 
have put a lot of  runs on the 
board. 

“The strength of  this year’s 

team is clearly our offense. We 
have a great blend of  speed and 
power, which makes us tough 
to play against for opposing 
teams,” said Payne.

Senior Jenna Endris agreed 
that the offense is the main 
strength of  the team this year. 

“Our hitting is our number 
one strength. We have a lot of  
power combined with a lot of  
slapping, which allows us to 
score runs,” said Endris.

Sophomore Dallas Hender-
son highlighted that another 
main strength of  the team is 
their resilience. 

“As a team, we are capable 
of  taking that tough loss, and 
coming back and playing like it 
never happened, and getting the 
win,” said Henderson. 

After the slow start, the 
Highlanders need a vocal lead-
er which Payne said has been a 
main goal for his team. 

“The biggest thing with this 
group is fi nding out who are go-
ing to be the vocal leaders. Each 
team has to have that and this 
one has a lot of  great leadership, 
but they’re more of  the working 
extremely hard type of  leaders. 
Seeing some kids start to vocal-

ize things has been a chore to 
get going, but also rewarding 
to see it start to blossom,” said 
Payne. 

Seniors Castleberry, Jensen 
Striegel and Endris all are trying 
to set a positive example both 
on and off  of  the fi eld. 

“I plan on leading the team 
by showing my leadership on 
and off  the fi eld, putting the 
ball in play every at bat and do-
ing my best to get on base every 
at bat, and to play with my all 
every game,” said Castleberry. 

Striegel expressed the impor-
tance of  vocal leaders and how 

she plans to act as one during 
the season.

“I plan on leading the team 
as a good example and vocally 
this year.” 

Endris also wants to lead the 
team by pushing her teammates 
and working hard. 

“I’m more of  a lead by ex-
ample kind of  person. I go 
out on the fi eld and do my job, 
whatever that may be, in order 
to better the team,” she said. 
I always make sure that I’m 
working hard, so that I can set 
a good example for the under-
classmen.” 
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SENIOR TAYLOR CASTLEBERRY slides into second base as New Albany senior Marissa Jones att empts to tag her out for the Bulldogs. Castleberry 
successfully made it to second and eventually scored for the Highlanders. Their next game is tonight at Madison Consolidated High School at 6 p.m.
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