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Senior Jon Cato frames the 
pitch at the varsity baseball game 
against Jeffersonville game on 
April 4. The Highlanders ended 
up winning  5-1 over the Red 
Devils. It was a battle through 
all the injuries, but the baseball 
team showed their poise and 
took home a great win versus a 
talented Jeff  team.

“Not one single person is 
more important than anyone 
else on the baseball team. It is 
a team effort. Everyone plays a 
vital role in helping the team,” 
said Cato

Head coach Casey LaDuke 
went into detail on all the inju-
ries haunting the team this year. 

 “At this time senior Kendall 
Lafayette is out for the season 
with a knee surgery, senior DJ 
Bostick is out with a lower back 
injury, and senior Chas Adams 
is out with a shoulder injury.”

Even though Adams was an 
important pitcher on the team, 
he is confi dent the team will be 
able to persevere through his 
injury.

“My injury has affected the 
team but it has not and will not 
stop them. This team is tough, 
they can push and fi ght their 
way through anything. There is 
a slim chance I could play at the 
end of  the season, but even if  I 

can’t play at all, our team will be 
tough to beat,” said Adams.

Adams is hoping to get back 
into the game before the end of  
the season is over.

“With physical therapy there 
is a chance I could play later in 
the season. I am working hard 
to try to get back on the fi eld 
with my brothers and I have to 
take it day by day,” he said.

Adams’s teammates have to 
accept a much larger role this 
season. Senior Chase Stepp is 
putting in hard work to better 
the team.

“I’ve had to step it up this 
year. We lost a huge key in the 
pitching staff  with Adams being 
out so as for me I’ve just been 
working out and doing my job 

as a pitcher. I am probably going 
to get more innings than normal 
along with other guys like sen-
ior Hunter Bradshaw and junior 
Alex Lazado. We just get to go 
out there and do our job to the 
best of  our ability,” said Stepp.

According to Cato, 
underclassmen producing is a 
key part of  what the team will 
need to succeed. 

“Some of  the underclassmen 
have stepped up and played in 
the injured players shoes. They 
have fi lled the spots where the 
seniors have been and it is im-
portant that they play well.”

Sophomore Kellen Northam 
has been a valuable underclass-
men, helping the team win

“I have been more confi dent 

these last few games and 
comfortable playing with my 
teammates. It is easy to play 
hard for guys that want to win, 
like I do. I am just trying to do 
my part,” said Northam.

Despite the numerous in-
juries that the baseball team is 
going through, the expectations 
for the team are still high, ac-
cording to Stepp.

“We have a lot of  
expectations for this team 
especially since we have eight 
or our nine talented seniors. 
We also have some younger 
kids who have shown they can 
compete. We all expect to go far 
in the postseason because we 
are a veteran team that knows 
what needs to be done to win.”
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SENIOR JON CATO catches a pitch from junior Alex Lozado during the varsity  baseball game against Jeff ersonville on April 4 that ended in a 5-1 win for the Highlanders. FC goes on the road 
tomorrow morning against Providence at 11 a.m.
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