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              remakes reinvent stories for 
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She walks down the staircase 
wearing a bright yellow dress 
that trails behind as she glances 
over at her hand clasped in the 
hand of  a beast, a beast she had 
learned to love. Belle looks into 
his eyes, slowly turning to face 
her dance partner as the familiar 
music begins to play, but these 
two characters are not animated 
this time. Emma Watson and 
Dan Stevens bring to life Belle 
and the Beast in a completely 
new way. 

Within the past decade, 

Disney has begun to remake 
their original stories in a very 
different live action format. 
Beginning in 2010 with Alice 
in Wonderland and now to this 
year’s Beauty and the Beast, 
Disney continues to captivate 
their audience with their own 
fairytales, capturing the childish 
wonder within each one. 

“I think what makes Disney 
movies so unique is that the 
characters are relatable, but they 
are in a fantasized world with 
magic hair, fl ying carpets, and 
ice powers that people can only 
dream to live in,” said junior 
Isabelle Langford.

The remakes so far have all 
been live action with mixtures of  
Computer Generated Imagery 
(CGI). The Jungle Book relied 

very heavily on this because the 
original story has talking animals 
such as Baloo, Bagheera, and 
Shere Khan. Cinderella, though, 
did not have a large focus on 
CGI. Nonetheless, it kept the 
charm of  the previous fi lms. 

“I loved Cinderella. It’s 
my favorite remake. I thought 
Lily James (Cinderella) did a 
fantastic job. I also loved the 
special effects with her dress 
transformation,” said Langford.

These special effects were 
not possible when many of  the 
original animated fi lms were 
released, but now these effects 
are allowing Disney to take their 
corporation to an entirely new 
level. They movies suddenly are 
not as child-like as they have 
been in the past. 

“So far my favorite movie 
would have to be The Jungle 
Book. It was really well made 
and was quite pleasing to the eye 
to watch with everything looking 
so realistic. It was refreshing to 
see a really well made remake 
of  one of  my favorite movies,” 
said junior Derrick Sanchez.

Cinderella was originally 
released in 1950, almost 70 
years ago. It was made 12 years 
after Disney’s fi rst animated full 
movie, Snow White, in 1948. 
Children now know a new 
Disney, making the remakes a 
form of  reinvention.

“Disney decided to do a live 
action version because children 
are now growing up not knowing 
the music or the characters. 
Disney realized either it was a 

money opportunity or a way to 
display heartwarming messages 
to the next generation,” said 
senior Grace Phillips. 

The new movies, though, 
cater to adults too by adding in 
more complicated backstories  
such as the story of  Belle’s 
mother and her death or 
providing a unique twist to the 
villains like in Malefi cent. 

“Malefi cent shed light on the 
other side of  the story. It let the 
villain become the heroine and 
made her much more human,” 
said sophomore Elizabeth 
Hallal. 

In a way, the remakes are 
reimaginings of  the characters 
the adults now used to love, 
showing them their own 
childhood memories that may 


